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Perry & Phillips
Funeral Directors Tel: Bridgnorth (01746) 765255
An Independent Family Business Caring for the Community since 1835
24 Hour Service

Provider of
“The Shropshire Pre-payment Funeral Plan”

Main office and Private Chapels at 4 Underhill Street, Bridgnorth

Monumental Masonry Service. Written estimates always given. Members of the NAFD and BIFD.

CDI ELECTRICAL SOLUTIONS
ALL ELECTRICAL AND SECURITY
WORK UNDERTAKEN
ESTABLISHED SINCE 2001

FREE QUOTATION AND
EXPERIENCED ADVICE.

NO CALL OUT CHARGES.

ALL WORK CERTIFIED AND GUARANTEED.
CLEAN RELIABLE SERVICE.

SOCKET & LIGHTING.

SHED AND OUT BUILDING SUPPLIES.
REWIRES.

CONSUMER UNIT UPGRADES.

GATE ACCESS.

CCTV.  ALARM.

VEHICLE CHARGING POINTS.
COMMERCIAL DOMESTIC.
INDUSTRIAL. AGRICULTURE.

CALL PAUL
07454 993095 or 01746 552880
EMAIL CDIELECTRICAL@LIVE.COM

Snowdrop Home Care [

We are a home care company
providing a high quality personal and
professional service tailored to fit the
individual needs of our clients enabling
them to live as independently as
possible in their own homes.

All staff are DBS cleared and fully
trained.

We take great pride in the friendly,
professional and self-motivated service
we provide.

We cover Alveley Bridgnorth and all
Surrounding areas.

Please ring Denise for more
information or an informal chat on:
Office: 01299 861576

On call mobile: 07535 251051
email:
snowdrophomecareltd@gmail.com




The Rector writes

Dear Friends,

The year hardly seems to have started, but in February, we
begin the season of Lent, as we prepare ourselves to walk
once more the way of the Cross and for the events of Jesus'
passion, death and resurrection. Traditionally, it is a time for
fasting and for repentance.

During Lent, we also have an opportunity to reflect on the lives
we lead, by taking a good spiritual look at ourselves and if nec-
essary to clean out those things which get in the way of our
corporate and personal relationship with Jesus. We might also
want to spend time thinking about the way we serve him and
how our faith impacts on those around us.

The season also symbolises the time when Jesus was tempted
for forty days and forty nights in the Judean Wilderness by the
Devil, before he began his public ministry.

Part of my own Lenten observance is to think about the mean-
ing of the cross and on the pain and suffering Jesus went
through. In recent times this has involved me watching the film
“The Passion of the Christ” directed by Mel Gibson and in par-
ticular the fiim’s portrayal of what Jesus went through during
the last week of his life in order to bring about our undeserved
redemption and salvation.

As | prepare to reflect on the meaning of the cross once more
in the coming weeks and to walk with Jesus to Calvary, may
none of us this Lent lose sight of the fact that it was on the
Cross that he revealed his great love for us, a love that not
even our own death can ever separate us from.

Ash Wednesday Service

This year, Ash Wednesday, the beginning of Lent, falls on 18th
February and we will be marking the beginning of this season in
the church’s life with a said Communion service with the impo-
sition of ashes at 10.30am in St Andrew’s Quatt. Please put the
date in your diary and join us if you can.

God bless,

Rev Jon



United Benefices of Alveley and Quatt

Rector Rev. Jon Aldwinckle , The Rectory, Alveley 01746 562159
(email: revjonaldwinckle@outlook.com)

Reader Sue Chidwick, 28 Greenway Avenue, Alveley 01746 781786

Lay Pastoral Worker Wendy Aldwinckle, The Rectory, Alveley 01746 562159

Safeguarding Officer Jackie Hampson, South View, 23 Daddlebrook Rd 01746 780034

Contact for Alveley & Quatt Methodists
Deacon Becky Lovatt 01299 826641

St. Mary The Virgin, Alveley, WV15 6ND

Churchwarden Penny Jenkins, 34 Birch Grove, Alveley 07929 327164
Churchwarden Alison Pearson, Brookfield, Daddlebrook Rd, Alveley 07882 888875
Treasurer Anne Simms, Willowell House, Quatford 01746 768955

St. Andrew’s Quatt

Churchwarden Ann Lee, 7 Brook Hollow, Bridgnorth 01746 761138
Treasurer Steve Jones, 72 Manor Road South, Kidderminster 01562 753828

From the Parish Register

Funerals Jesus said:'l am the resurrection and the life.’
January 15 Margaret Childs Telford Crematorium

For all church enquiries please visit our website

https://www.alveleyandquattchurches. In an emergency please call
Rev Jon Aldwinckle (01746 562159)
For Alveley burial ground enquiries call Jenny Sirrell 07484806605

COVER PICTURE
A chilly robin.
Photo by Don Bannister B.E.M.

Views expressed in this magazine do not necessarily reflect those of the Rector, PCCs,
retired clergy, Hereford Diocese, the editor or the Church of England.
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FEBRUARY SERVICES
Duty rotas for St. Mary’s are on page 20.

Sunday February 1st

10.30 a.m. Holy Communion St. Mary’s

Sunday February 8th

10.30 a.m. Holy Communion St. Andrew’s
10.30 a.m. Worship 4 All Ages St.Mary’s
Wednesday February 11th

10.30 a.m. Holy Communion St. Mary’s
Sunday February 15th

10.30 a.m. Holy Communion St. Mary’s
Wednesday February 18th Ash Wednesday
10.30 a.m. Holy Communion with imposition of ashes St. Andrew’s
Sunday February 22nd

8.00 a.m. Holy Communion St. Mary’s
10.30 a.m. 20-20-20 St. Mary’s
4.00 p.m. Teatime Praise St. Andrew’s
Wednesday February 25th

10.30 a.m. Holy Communion St. Mary’s

ST MARY’S CHURCH PANCAKE MORNING
You are all invited to our Pancake Morning in the Pavilion on Tuesday 17th
February from 10am to 12 noon. There will be pancakes, small cakes, stalls
and a raffle. All proceeds in aid of the running of St Mary’s Church.
We look forward to seeing you there, you will receive a very warm welcome.
Jenny Sirrell

MEN’S BREAKFAST

Men’s breakfast will be held on Saturday 21% February 8.30am in the OCCC
(Alveley Old Methodist Chapel). We look forward to seeing you and sharing
good conversation and a hearty breakfast. If you haven’t been before why
not give it a try.

Rev Jon



ST. ANDREW'’S, QUATT
February seems to have arrived quickly this year. As | write this we are en-
joying a milder week after the cold icy blast of storm Goretti. I'm afraid | did-
n’t venture out during that cold spell. It was just too tempting to stay inside
and keep warm. | did think back though to the years when | looked forward
to a skiing holiday. The thrills and spills of the mountain slopes, the stunning
scenery, the aprés-ski and gluhwein all held a special appeal. The journey
from the airport to the resort was less appealing though on icy, winding
roads through the mountains. Now | just enjoy the memories of those days
when | was younger and my joints were less painfull | have decided that
getting older really doesn’t suit me!
I’'m looking forward to seeing the first snowdrops and daffodils peeping
through the cold soil - new life springing forth as another season appears. |
wonder what 2026 will hold for us all - hopefully a world where peace over-
comes war, love replaces hate and common sense becomes infectious. Don’t
forget to smile - it may just brighten someone’s day!
Ann Lee

ST. ANDREW'’S DUTY ROTA
Please let Ann know if you are not available on these dates.

Date 1st Reading 2nd reading Intercessions
Feb 8 Genesis 1.1-2.3 Matthew 6.25-34 Ann Lee
Rita Vernon Ann Lee
Feb 18 Isaiah 58.1-12 John 8.1-11 Ann Lee
Penny Jenkins Paula Tristham
Feb 22 Matthew 4.1-11 Wendy Aldwinckle
Rita Vernon

A man confided to his friend that he and his wife had had a serious argument
the night before. "It finally ended,” he said, "when she came crawling to me on
her hands and knees.”
"What did she say?" asked the friend, amazed.
The husband replied, "She said, 'Come out from under that bed, you coward!"”
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QUATT VILLAGE HALL
Sunday 15th March. Bayliss and Seal.
Looking for a special treat for Mothers Day? Join us in Quatt for a wonderful
afternoon of live music. Add a cream tea with homemade scones.
To make this day extra special, we are offering the mother figure in your life
a free ticket with every 2 tickets purchased, because we love mums too.
Tickets are £16 to include cream tea. Buy 2 tickets and your mother figure
gets in free. Available from Quatt Farm Shop. There will be a raffle for
Acorns Hospice. Steph Hinton

ST. MARY’S CHURCH HEATING
We now have an update on the heating system in St Mary’s.
We are looking at installing two air source heat pumps and a number of so-
lar panels and batteries to run the existing wet system (radiators) as well as
underfloor heating in the side chapel. This system will allow us to keep the
church at an ambient temperature during the winter and be able to boost
the temperature before services and events. This will provide a good envi-
ronment for the fabric of the church and protect the stonework, historic
chairs and alter frontals for many generations to come. We are currently in
the design stage. Once we have a design we can apply for a faculty and plan-
ning permission and go out for tender.
This however is not going to be cheap as we have said earlier. It will be in
the region of £150,000.00. Although we will be able to receive some of this
money from grants, we will need to hold fundraising events.
As a community I’'m sure you will support us as we endeavour to keep this
lovely, wonderful building in good condition not only for our generation but
for many generations to come.
Your community has over many years seen a lot of change, but the one thing
that has remained constant is your church, which has been here since 1140
offering a place of worship, a place to celebrate many lives through wed-
dings, baptisms and funerals. We hope and pray that this will continue for
hundreds of years to come. Our predecessors have looked after this church
so that we have its benefits, let us do the same.
If you have any ideas of fundraising events or places we may apply for grants
please do contact me.
Every blessing
Rev Jon



ALVELEY VILLAGE HALL
On Saturday 14™ March at 7.30pm, folk singers Arthur Coates and Kerran
Cotterell will be performing their unique blend of styles and genres of music
at the hall. “Their showmanship, with tall tales and comic touches is sure to
keep all audiences entertained. They excite, enchant, inspire, comfort and
spread love and joy to all those that hear them”. You can see and hear them
by visiting their website, www.arthurandkerran.com or check out ‘Arthur
and Kerran’ on Facebook. Certainly, something to look forward to thanks to
Arts Alive who subsidise and bring professional entertainment to rural com-
munities like ours. Tickets are Adult £12, Child £6, Family £30 and are availa-
ble from Norma on 780 478, Una on 780 568, the Londis Food store or
online at www.artsalive.co.uk
This year the Annual Village Quiz will take place on Saturday 18" April at
7.30pm in the village hall. Next month | will be sending out entry forms to
all village organisations, and | hope that the hall will be packed for this popu-
lar fun event.
Norma Crabtree

SHROPSHIRE LIBRARY VAN VISIT DATES
The Library van will be visiting Alveley and Quatt on the following dates:

February 6th May 15th
February 20th May 29th
March 6th June 12th
March 20th June 26th
No visit April 3rd (Good Friday) July 10th
April 17th July 24th

No visit May 1st (M.O.T.)

The van will be found at the following venues and times:

Alveley: Arden Way Centre: 9.30a.m. to 10.3 0 a.m.

Alveley: Peacock Hill shops: 10.35 a.m. to 10.55 a.m.

Quatt: Bus stop: 11.05 a.m. to 11.25 a.m.

Visits are subject to change due to inclement weather, vehicle breakdown
etc. For more information or to renew items please visit the website:
www.shropshire.gov.uk/libraries.

Email: libraries@shropshire.gov.uk

Telephone: 01743 255024



NEW LIFE NEPAL SUPPORT TRUST
This is an exciting time for supporters of New Life Nepal Support Trust and
especially for two of the trustees who are preparing to visit Nepal and
strengthen the small charity’s links with the projects they support.
Nick Armstrong, retired previous Rector of St Mary’s Alveley and St Andrew’s
Quatt, and Richard Sheerwood, a longtime trustee from Thame, will leave UK
on 31% January. They fly via Istanbul arriving in Kathmandu on 1** February.
There they will spend a couple of days catching up with contacts and support-
ers established on previous visits.
On 3™ February they fly to Dhangadhi where they will spend six nights with
the family and children at Shikhar Hostel re-establishing the important bond
which was established some 26 years ago when the New Life Nepal project
came into being. They take with them gifts and greetings from many support-
ers including friends in Alveley, Thame and Hereford.
Much has happened since Nick last visited with his wife Alison six years ago
and Richard’s last visit twelve years ago including the worldwide covid epi-
demic, the death of Gyanu Pradhan, wife of the original founder, and the
forced reorganisation of the orphanage into a hostel. The need for continued
support for the children as they move through schooling and sometimes for
further education has meant developments of focus for funding. But the es-
sential aim of the charity to support the poor in an evolving far eastern coun-
try has not changed.
Thank you to all who have supported this work in any way over past years.
Please pray for the visit to be a time of friendship and discerning together the
best future opportunities and for safety and good health during the visit. This
is a time of political uncertainty in Nepal as it prepares for elections in March.
We hope that Nick and/or Richard will be able to visit Alveley before too long
and share with us news of their visit. Penny Jenkins

ALVELEY AND ROMSLEY PARISH COUNCIL
The February meeting of Alveley and Romsley Parish Council will be on Tues-
day 3rd February, starting with open forum at 7.30pm. We really value your
contributions during open forum, after all we are there to serve you and each
of us, including the clerk, is a resident of either Romsley or Alveley.
As usual the meeting will be held in The Pavilion and we look forward to see-
ing you there.
Isley Jakeman  Chair, Alveley and Romsley Parish Council.
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ALVELEY TENNIS CLUB
Congratulations to our club chairman who on Tuesday January 13th ap-
peared on television’s ‘The Chase’. Ben ‘Mastermind’ Spicer won a share of
£23,000 with his team. They took on Chaser Anne ‘The Governess’ Hegarty.
Ben managed to get £9,000 in his round and his team put together £23,000.
Anne Hegarty said ‘It was all over when Ben got through’. Ben said ‘I’'m go-
ing to put my winnings to a deposit for a house.’
In 2023 Ben got through to the final of television’s ‘Mastermind’.
Ben is a Bar Manager, keen quizzer and he plays tennis and pickleball four
times a week at Alveley Tennis Club with his family.
PICKLEBALL FEVER HITS ALVELEY !
On Friday January 16th we launched the world famous pickleball mixing ses-
sions at Alveley Tennis Club. It was fully booked in advance on all 6 Courts.
So it’s pickleball every Friday starting at 6.20pm. It’s open to members and
non-members with a small charge of £2 to cover the cost of floodlights.
Non —members can have 2 free visits to try out the facilities.
Pickleball is a fun sport with a mix of tennis, badminton, squash and table
tennis. To book your place for February dates - Fridays February 6th, 13th,
20th and 27th - ring Ben Spicer on 07443 578810 or send a message to Brian
Davies or go to our FACE BOOK Page and book there. You can book as many
dates as you want .
SPECIAL OFFER FOR NEW MEMBERS !
There’s never been a better time to Join Alveley Tennis Club! Sign up today
for annual membership and don’t pay again till June 2027 (16 months). This
includes tennis and pickleball plus Mixing Sessions on Mondays, Tuesdays,
Thursdays, Fridays and Saturdays . We have an age range from 18 to 80 .
Available are Single Membership, Family, and Juniors as well.
There’s a form on our Face Book Page with the rates. You can book online.
FACE BOOK PAGE!
Our new FACE BOOK Page was set up on June 1, 2025 with 31 active mem-
bers. By January 2026 it has increased to 92 active members. On our FB page
we feature all our weekly sessions & forthcoming events which you can reg-
ister for.
If you are into tennis or pickleball, join now!
WHY NOT JOIN IN WITH OUR 7 WEEKLY TENNIS & PICKLEBALL SESSIONS !
MONDAYS: Tennis mixing, gents. Evenings 7-9pm . Under floodlights .
TUESDAYS : Tennis mixing, ladies & gents. Afternoon 1 to 3pm.
WEDNESDAYS: Rusty Racquets with Clooach Jack Fletcher. 12 to 12.45pm.



THURSDAYS: Tennis mixing, ladies & gents. Evenings 7-9pm, under lights.
FRIDAYS: Junior tennis sessions: 5 to 14 year olds, 4.50 to 6.20pm .

FRIDAYS: Pickleball sessions on 6 courts. Evenings, 6.20pm under lights.
SATURDAYS: Tennis mixing, ladies & gents. Mornings 10-12 mid day.
SUNDAYS : No events. This is an ideal day for families to go and play together
or singles who can go and practice their serves or play the Wall .

USEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBER: JACK FLETCHER (Tennis Coach ) who runs
Rusty Racquets on Wednesdays, Junior Tennis Sessions on Fridays & is availa-
ble for one to one coaching. Telephone 07496 177385.

Brian Davies

SEVERN VALLEY COUNTRY PARK
Thank you to everyone who supported our Calendar competition. We very
nearly sold out of calendars and managed to exceed the target we were look-
ing to raise. Part of the funds raised will help create a reflection pool at our
woodland bird hide which | am sure will encourage more wonderful photo-
graphs from the park. The kingfisher is continuing to make regular appearanc-
es in the wetland hide and we are even getting daylight photos of muntjacs!
Our wildlife cameras have been picking up otters’ activity recently so it is
good to see the park thriving as a varied wildlife habitat.
The work on the sand pit play area continues through February and possibly
into March. The new equipment is being delivered at the start of the month,
so we should see pieces start to go in the ground shortly. In addition to this,
Chapel Lane should have been re-surfaced. (I write this a couple of days be-
fore the work is due to begin and am hopeful of being able to glide into work
from now on!) With both play areas being improved over the last 18 months
and welcoming No 92 Coffee Lounge in the café, we are heading for a busy
2026!
Through February and March, parkrun continues each Saturday and our Nor-
dic Walkers are with us every Wednesday (bar the last of month, when they
walk at Comer Woods). Our Book Club meet every second Friday in the café
and of course we’ll have some February half term events. This will be a rang-
er led one on Wed 18" Feb and a free craft drop-in session on Fri 20" Feb.
The One.Network website is showing roadworks in the village from 16™ to
20" Feb, so keep an eye on our Facebook page and website in case we have
to make any changes.) The café and visitor centre are open daily 8am-5pm.
Susie Comaish, Visitor Centre Manager, Severn Valley Country Park
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ALVELEY LADIES’ GUILD
Happy new year to everyone, hope you all had a good Christmas
Our February meeting will be on 23rd February and we will be playing BINGO.
At Alveley Village Hall at 2.30 p.m.
We hope to see you all there. Kath

BUNKERS

After reading Roy Page’s article in last month's magazine, mentioning St
Mark's Church Pensnett, it brought to mind an incident | attended as Officer i/
c of a fire appliance, that was turned out to a 'late fire call', to Barrow Hill,
Pensnett, Dudley, in the mid 1970s.
This was to inspect and make safe a fire that had burnt itself out, below
ground. It transpired that miscreants had broken into a metal railing com-
pound at the top of Barrow Hill nature reserve. This is situated between St
Marks's church and Russells Hall Hospital, the site of a volcano formed some
300 million years ago, but in more recent times, used as burial mounds dur-
ing the Bronze age.
The chamber top padlock had been cut off, (which must have taken them
days to do), the perpetrators stole equipment from the bunker, then set
alight the contents of the chamber to cover their tracks.
Unknown to myself and my crew, this location was one of over 1500 secret
cold war stations, specifically constructed and used by the Royal Observer
Corps, (R.0.C), between 1955 and 1991, to monitor radiation levels during a
possible nuclear attack.
The concrete chamber, accessed by a 14' shaft, contained various pieces of
telecommunication and radiation fallout equipment, two beds, a supply of
drinking water, toilet facilities and a water pump, for use by two volunteers
for up to 2 weeks. No mention of food supplies!!
Several officers from an army base at Hereford attended the site a short time
after the incident, to remove any undamaged equipment, but would not con-
firm, presumably for security reasons, what had been damaged or stolen.
A very small number of these sites can still be accessed by visitors across the
country, for those still interested in our cold war history.
It does beg the question, with the uncertainties of world politics at this mo-
ment in time, between the East and the West, how long it will be before simi-
lar bunkers are re-instated?
More to follow regarding a different type of bunker closer to home, in next
month’s issue.

Bill Smith "



14th FEBRUARY — VALENTINE’S DAY MYSTERY

There are two confusing things about this day of romance and anonymous
love-cards strewn with lace, cupids and ribbon: firstly, there seems to have
been two different Valentines in the 4th century — one a priest martyred on
the Flaminian Way, under the emperor Claudius, the other a bishop of Terni
martyred at Rome. And neither seems to have had any clear connection with
lovers or courting couples.

So why has Valentine become the patron saint of romantic love? By Chaucer’s
time the link was assumed to be because on these saints’ day -14" February —
the birds are supposed to pair. Or perhaps the custom of seeking a partner on
St Valentine’s Day is a surviving scrap of the old Roman Lupercalia festival,
which took place in the middle of February. One of the Roman gods honoured
during this Festival was Pan, the god of nature. Another was Juno, the god-
dess of women and marriage. During the Lupercalia it was a popular custom
for young men to draw the name of a young unmarried woman from a name-
box. The two would then be partners or ‘sweethearts’ during the time of the
celebrations. Even modern Valentine decorations bear an ancient symbol of
love — Roman cupids with their bows and love-arrows.

There are no churches in England dedicated to Valentine, but since 1835 his
relics have been claimed by the Carmelite church in Dublin.

o ——
Henry 15 making a real efforl for Lent —
he's giving up the remote control and
walking 1o the TV
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THE CRESSWELL BELL
In 1779, the year the Iron Bridge was built, new bells replaced Alveley
Church’s medieval set. Cast by Thomas Rudhall of Gloucester, the largest bell
in Alveley Bell Tower — the 45in 11cwt (11 hundredweight — equivalent to
approx. 88 stone or nearly 560 kgs) tenor bell bears the names of Church-
wardens Stephens (I) Cresswell and William Crow, likely major donors.
Though the tenor bell has tolled to summon generations to prayer and wor-
ship, it also echoes a deeper legacy — the continuing lineage of a family
rooted firmly in the local area. From the Churchwarden, through successive
generations of descendants, to a modern-day bell ringer, this unbroken
thread weaves an enduring connection from past to present.
On 25 March 1744 Stephens (I) had moved from Clent, Worcestershire, to
Bowhills Farm in Shropshire—the site of the annual Court of the Liberty of
Romsley where local constables and jurors assembled to adjudicate minor
offences — with his father John (I) Cresswell, a farmer and silversmith, his
mother Ann Stephens, and brother John (ll). After Ann Stephens passed
away, John (I) remarried Ann Jordan, and together they had another son — all
of them buried in Clent.
Stephens (I) remained in Romsley — the cradle where the local family line-
age began to grow. He married Mary Green of Barratts Farm and had five
daughters and four sons—John (lll), Stephens (ll), Abraham Stephens (ll),
and Thomas. He was the first Cresswell buried at St. Mary’s Church, Alveley
in 1801, aged about 70. His eldest son John (lll), an industrialist and fair mas-
ter, acquired several properties in Romsley and died in 1844 aged 80. Ste-
phens (Il) died before age two. Thomas likely died in infancy.
Abraham Stephens (II) Cresswell married Keziah Hughes of Bridgnorth and
had five children: Ezekiel, Edna, Stephens (lll), Anne, and Sarah. They lived at
Cross Farm, where Abraham built single storey brick buildings, including a
stable that still has “ASC” and “1841” carved in blocks either side of the
door. The 1841 census lists him at 70 years of age, with his son, Stephens lli,
aged 33, along with family and staff; by 1871, Elizabeth Lawley 39 and Henry
J Lawley, a farm bailiff, were also in residence.
Stephens (lll) married Priscilla Griffiths of Arley; they had five children: John
(IV), Stephens (IV), Zephaniah, Georgina Anne (Annie), and Catherine. In
1847 he was managing Hart’s Green Farm, owning it by 1856, but by 1871,
aged 64, lived at Lower House Farm with his family and staff. Farming 350
acres, he was a Churchwarden and among the district’s largest landowners

dying intestate in 1877. 14



John (IV), his eldest son, married Annie Nicholls of Witley. A respected land-
owner and community leader, he served as Overseer, Tax Collector, Parish
Clerk, and Churchwarden. After living at Pool House Farm, he became the
first occupant of Fir Tree House in 1881, earning the nickname “John from
The Firs.” He died in 1911 after an operation and brief illness; his well-
attended funeral was detailed in the local press.

The youngest son, Zephaniah, was Victualler (Landlord) of The Squirrel Pub.
He married Emma Harley and had three children: John Hubert (V), Katherine
Frances, and Doris Nancy. Doris’s granddaughter, Suzanne Thomas, featured
on Antiques Roadshow in 1998 with a Cresswell family table.

Stephens (IV), also a significant landowner, lived at Lower House Farm before
renovating Cross Farm in 1914, where he moved with his wife Hannah Dunn
of Stourbridge. They had one daughter, Catherine, known by her middle
name of Ethel. A trustee of an Alveley charity, he died in 1926 aged 78.

Ethel married Chad Norgrove of Prescott near Stottesdon, a stronghold of the
Norgrove family. Chad moved with his parents to Nash End Farm, Arley in
1914 and later farmed in Coton with his mother after his father’s death. Nick-
named “The Wild Man of Romsley” for his temperament, he died at 56; Ethel
lived to 67 and both are buried in Alveley churchyard. They owned three
cows: a black-and-white, a blue-roan horned, and a Jersey. Ethel had a fruit
and vegetable round, delivering to people in Alveley. They had eight children,
three of whom are still alive, all aged in their 90’s.

Stephens (I) Cresswell’s surviving lineage presently includes three 3x, eleven
4x (including the author and bell ringer), six 5x and two 6x great-
grandchildren.

Kath Norgrove

| bought a G.P.S. for seniors. Not only does it tell me how to get to my destina-

tion....it tells me why | wanted to go there.
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MESSY CHURCH
Our first Messy Church of 2026 continued the Christmas Story with the celebra-
tion of Epiphany and the journey of the kings to Bethlehem to visit Jesus.
In the craft session, the children made sparkling stars, bejewelled crowns and
decorative gift boxes. They then listened to the story and learnt how each of the
gifts represented something special — gold for Jesus’ royalty and kingship, frank-
incense for his divinity and holiness, and myrrh for Jesus’ humanity and the
suffering he would bear.
A warming tea of jacket potatoes, beans and cheese was followed by chocolate
cake and fruit, no one went home hungry!
Our next Messy Church is on Saturday 7 February, starting at 3pm. We will be
thinking about John the Baptist and the baptism of Jesus. All the children of
Alveley and Quatt, with their parents and carers are welcome — hope to see you
there!
Alison Pearson

5t Mary's Church, Alvele . *
i ? Be Café
Saturday February Tth
Bereavement Cafe
maats at The Old Chapel
every 3™ Monday atermoon of the month
:_':,.II'I‘ LITIELE S0y

Qur next meating will be 16™ February

This is = safe spoce Tor these who reedd 1o chai
and an opparunity 1o meet olhers and share oxperienoes
af wour lass
Our aim is 1o listen aver a cop of 128 and caks

What we can offer: a sale space, o kten,
opporhanity o get out of the house for & while,
bernavEmant ieratur, mamony craf keas 10 remember your foved

anes, prayed if reduingd
The cafié is run by the ladies of 5t Mary's Chaurch
There is no cost ar admission

FHER TO ATTERD

Tiwgng praphr aviled |he age o 18 e il it ol owrparded by @8 pihd
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SHROVE TUESDAY - PANCAKE DAY - FEBRUARY 17th

Have you ever wondered why we eat pancakes just before Lent? The tradition
dates back to Anglo-Saxon times, when Christians spent Lent in repentance and
severe fasting.

So on the Tuesday before Ash Wednesday, the church bell would summon them
to confession, where they would be ‘shriven’, or absolved from their sins, which
gives us Shrove Tuesday. At home, they would then eat up their last eggs and fat,
and making a pancake was the easiest way to do this. For the next 47 days, they
pretty well starved themselves.

Pancakes feature in cookery books as far back as 1439, and today’s pancake races
are in remembrance of a panicked woman back in 1445 in Olney, Buckingham-
shire. She was making pancakes when she heard the shriving bell calling her to
confession. Afraid she’d be late, she ran to the church in a panic, still in her apron,
and still holding the pan.

Flipping pancakes is also centuries old. A poem from Pasquil’s Palin in 1619 runs:
“And every man and maide doe take their turne, And tosse their Pancakes up for
feare they burne.”

Some people have noted that the ingredients of pancakes can be used to highlight
four significant things about this time of year: eggs stand for creation, flour is the
staff of life, while salt keeps things wholesome, and milk stands for purity.

This visitor to St. Andrew’s

hung around for a while, then
disappeared!
Picture by Anne Edwards




SUSTAINABILITY

In January of 2024 we decided to go for solar panels. There were 4 reasons for this.
Our electricity bill was creeping up due to the increasing price. My impending semi
retirement and a desire to reduce monthly bills. The talk in the media of possible
power cuts due to gas or oil supplies being affected by the Russian invasion of
Ukraine and most importantly a wish to tread a little more lightly on the planet. We
fished about on the Internet to get a rough idea of the price but couldn't get on with
clunky websites. However (surprise surprise) the following day we got a phone call
from one of the companies. The rep said he just happened to be in our area ( really!)
And could he call in? He gave us some impressive statistics and said they had a spe-
cial offer on that ended in a few days time. (Honestly?) | told him this sounded like
hard sell but we agreed to go ahead. He then wanted a £1000 deposit. After a phone
call to his boss he reluctantly accepted £500 and said a surveyor would be round in
a few days. | was now rather sceptical but this fellow was independent and very
thorough. He looked in the loft, at the roof, at the orientation of the house, at the
consumer unit (fuse box) and said the company was a good one to deal with. | felt
reassured. He said some companies do this survey from their office using Google
Earth. (Inside the loft must be tricky!) The rep then rang to see if we still wanted to
go ahead. There was a 14 day period in which we could cancel. We said yes and a
few days later after another phone call the scaffolders arrived. A couple of friendly
lads and very efficient. Just 2 days after that 2 vans arrived. The solar panel fitters
and the electricians. | chatted to the electricians and made some cups of tea. The
fitters drank their tea and left. They had installed the panels while | was fiddling with
the kettle! The electricians’ job took longer. The control unit and the batteries had to
be carefully carried up the loft ladder and wired in. A cable came under the eaves at
the back of the house where the panels are, into the control box and from there un-
der the eaves at the front of the house and down to the outside meter and fuse box.
All very neatly installed. So, at precisely 11.43am on February 29th our system was
commissioned and | was given an app on my phone which shows how much electric-
ity we are using at anytime, the state of the battery in percentage terms, how much
the panels are producing and how much we are using from the battery or the grid or
both.

For some years we have had a smart meter supplied by N-power and now taken on
by E-ON. This has been helpful in showing us when our electricity usage is high. Be-
tween this and the solar panel app on my phone we have learnt not to use too many
domestic appliances at once. So for example, if there is 70% plus in the battery it can
easily cope with the washing machine or the cooker or the immersion water heater
but NOT all together. We had 6 standard size panels fitted but left room on the roof
for 3 more. With hindsight | think we should have had them. Maybe in the future.
Our house is not ideally orientated. It faces west -south-west. South facing is the
best. So from about 11.00am the sun appears from round the side of the house
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until dusk. In the winter the low sun disappears very quickly behind the church about
4.00 to 4.30pm. Dull days provide almost no power but a bright day can give up to
2.5 kilowatts per hour and the battery is soon at 90% plus. In practical terms our
monthly electricity payments have gone from £120 in January 2024 down to £32 in
January 2026. During the duller winter the balance on our electricity statement goes
into the red (debit) but in the brighter summer it goes into the black (in credit). AND
after 12 months E-ON pay us for any electricity we have supplied to them once the
battery is full. In February 2025 we received a cheque for £128. Very nice thank you.
They currently charge us 25 pence for every kilowatt we use but only pay 16.5 pence
for every kilowatt we send to them. (It's the same stuff!) The total cost of these pan-
els, including scaffolding, deposit, batteries, everything, was £7,650. We took the
money from the tax free part of our pension pot which hasn't really gained much
over the last few years due to Covid, Vladimir Putin etc. If that money had been in an
I.S.A at 4% interest it would have gained £306 per annum which of course reduces
the potential savings of having solar panels. So, if my maths is okay. £120 a month
down to £32 per month = a saving of £88 x12 months = £1056 plus £128 for electrici-
ty sold = £1284 minus £306 lost interest on capital = £978 which divided into £7650
means the system pays for itself in just under 8 years. Apparently you can make
more money from your panels by using Octopus Energy as your supplier but they
take charge of your battery via the app. Draining it when they need electricity and
filling it back up at night with cheap electricity when national usage goes down. In
Feb 2025 | rang E-ON to find out how | got paid for the electricity we supplied to
them. They initially said they had no knowledge of our solar panels or the certificates
that they required regarding building regulations compliance and electrical installa-
tion. After several phone calls and endless hanging on the phone while the call cen-
tre eventually answered and then getting passed to a different department or simply
getting cut off (sound familiar to anyone?) they finally found the documents and sent
a cheque. They can read the amount via the smart meter. Roy Page

TP %

www parishp

er. apart from s little icoup.. it was an excellent chrch pancake supper..
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DIARY 2026
February 2  Alveley Art Group, Alveley Village Hall, 10am-1pm

3 Alveley CC Indoor nets start, Winterfold School
3 Alveley & Romsley Parish Council meeting, Pavilion 7.30pm (p 9)
7 Messy Church, St, Mary’s 3pm-5pm (p 16)
13 Alveley Chapel Crafters, Old Chapel, 10.30am-12.30pm
16 Alveley Art Group, Alveley Village Hall, 10am-1pm
16 Be Café, Alveley Old Chapel Community Centre 2pm-4pm (p 16)
17 St. Mary’s Pancake morning, Pavilion, 10am-12 noon (p 5)
21 Men’s Breakfast, Alveley Old Chapel Community Centre 8.30am (p 5)
23 Alveley Ladies’ Guild, Village Hall 2.30pm (p 12)
27 Alveley Chapel Crafters, Old Chapel, 10.30am-12.30pm
March 13 Alveley Chapel Crafters, Old Chapel, 10.30am-12.30pm
14 Arthur Coates & Kerran Cotterell, Folk music, Alveley Village Hall 7.30pm (p 8)
27 Alveley Chapel Crafters, Old Chapel, 10.30am-12.30pm
April 14 Alveley CC registration & open evening, Alveley CC
May 1 Alveley CC junior coaching begins, Alveley CC
7 Women’s Softball Cricket starts, Alveley CC
15 Race Night, Alveley CC
Sept 4 Alveley CC Junior presentation evening
26 Alveley CC Senior presentation evening

October 31 Fireworks display, Alveley CC

H S Builders

EST. over 30 years
All aspects of building works

SEVERN VALLEY
FLOWERS
Alveley
Funeral Flowers,
Events, and
Seasonal workshops,
Bouquets and floral gifts
Sarah Pitt
Tel: 07983 500075

sarah @ severnvalleyflowers.com @ severnvalleyflowers.com

Renovations, Conversions, New builds
Extension, Brickwork, Groundwoi
Garden Walls

Tel: 07870 883413

Bridgnorth South .
and Bowenbodyandmind

Alveley County Councillor CatigeicITigpne
Bowen Therapist

Colin Taylor 07828 144271

phone 07581 066956 bowenbodyandmind@gmail.com
Email: colin.taylor@shropshire.gov.uk FACEBOOK: bowenbodyandmind
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Taylor

Haines

FINANCIAL PLANNING
Clear, practical financial advice to help plan with confidence, covering

Free Initial
Consultation

¢ Pensions and retirement planning
* Investment and long-termsavings
e Life and critical illness cover
e Income protection
e Mortgages and equity release

e Health insurance

L. 01746 765215 admin@taylorhaines.co.uk

Hebden House Holiday Let
Self-Catering Accommodation in the Heart of Alveley Village

“Such a perfect holiday home; beautiful,

&
1

f==3
.

relaxing, peaceful and ideally
! situated for us to visit family”

£5.0°

We welcome up to 4 guests &1 well behaved furry friend!

For prices, availability and bookings contact Ruth

Tel: 07376 420060 or Email:

ruthannebroome@gmail.com

oy Kitcheh
Flourish Alveley

Vintage aftemoocn tea and classic
buffet delivered to your door or
chosen venue - the perfect offering
for a special gathering. Birthdays,
anniversaries, baby showers,
funeral wakes catered for with
beautifully presented, delicious
homemade treals.

|

b
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Contact us: =
s
07402 127547

flourishkitchen@proton.me
) @flourishkitchencatering

GARDEN REFRESH BY SHELLY
PLEASE CALL 07976 568428

FENCE PAINTING, TRELLIS, OUTDOOR BARS,
GARDEN FURNITURE
FULLY INSURED
CALL TODAY FOR A FREE QUOTE

Services include
Cleaning, Gardening, Painting,
Pet & Home services and Ironing.

-

EXTRA HANDOS
AT | E

‘Whather you're busy with work,
caring for loved ones or need a bit of support,
Based in Alvelay, | provide friencdly,
rizlzabla and flexible help arsund the lecal anas.
DBS checked and insured

. 07598 031505 [

] Erpurmsgimtrahandustiome B oo matrahandeainoms.
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Full Range of Quality Garden
Products Delivered to your door.

Ambassador Peat Free 40ltr 3 bags Only £21
Levington Organic Manure 50Itr 2 bags_£14
Levington P/Free Growbag 2 bags Only £16
Erin Peat Reduced Compost 70ltr 2 for £18

SylvaGrow Peat Free 50Itr 2 bags - £20
Decorative Bark 75Itr. 4 bags only - £37
*Stockists of SHL Professional Composts*

| Large Selection of Bird Food & Feeders |

You Click We Deliver

Call: Paul on 01562 741820
Mob: 07704 346506
Delivery Just £3.50
Fast & Friendly Service

HEALING HANDS - EQUINE MASSAGE THERAPY

Fully qualified and insured Equine Massage
Therapist covering Kidderminster and surrounding areas.

Please contact Hannah Howard on 07469 849369
or find us on Facebook.
https:/healinghandsesmt.wixsite.com/massage

Available all year round

ALVELEY TENNIS CLUB

3 all-weather floodlit courts

LTA accredited coaching for all ages
via Richard Wheeler 07941 722980

Children especially welcome

For membership contact
Roger Whitworth 07946 094488

i i
‘ p Lynn Vowles
\ , Tel: 07495930822
E-mail: lynn@Imvwills.co.uk
www.Imvwills.co.uk

Wills and Lasting Powers of Attorney dealt with in a
sympathetic and understanding manner.
Appointments take place in the comfort of your

own home.
='--\- Tt sy oF VW W R

C M R Cookley Motor Repairs
® ® ® MoT Servicing & Repairs
12 LONGACRE e KIDDERMINSTER e DY10 2HA
Gary’s Kidderminster premises

All Makes for MoT, Service & Repair

FREE courtesy car available, or FREE collection
and delivery service if required

Tel: 01562 745 320 Mobile: 07811 130 261
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DR CHARLIE GREENWOOD BVM BVS MRCVS
DIRECTOR & VETERINARY SURGEON

Email: charlie@alveleyvillagevets.co.uk

Tel: 01746 400595
5a COOKS CROSS, ALVELEY,
BRIDGNORTH WV15 6LS

DOUBLE GLAZING REPAIRS ALVELEY RECREATION ASSOCIATION

MISTED UP GLASS, PAVILION
LOCKS, HANDLES, HINGES, Ideal For Qlub SOCIa./S, Parties,
Weddings, Meetings etc
DOORS ADJUSTED Kitchen & Bar Facilities
Telephone Fred Barnfield T (/ffzqtgfed)k_

erms an OOKINgs -

Alvelley 01746 781912 MARGARET SHAW

Mobile 07971 788489 Tel: 01746 780 459

Embroidery & Printing Services
for businesses, charities & schools

AMU promotions

Your local one stop shop for
all your embroidery &
printing needs

www.amdpromotions.co.uk

Embroidered & Printed Workwear EUIE@Taglelelfelsalolile]gt-NeloNI] ¢
Labels, Banners & Vehicle Graphics
Promotional T-Shirts & Bags
Leaflets, Posters & Business Cards t: 07825133056

Based in Alveley Village
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Barn Owl Pest Management,

No Critter to small From Mite to Mink Inc:
Mice Rats Moles Squirrels & Wasps.
Licenced for chemical weed application.
Loft inspections & Commercial monitoring
Call Bryan 07443744335/ 01299861611.
bryt@hotmail.co uk

N.PT.C. R.S.PH.2 LANTRA
FLOWERS FOR YOU Regis Roofing Ltd.
Flowers for all occasions Re-Roof & Maintenance
Wedding flowers handmade 20 Peacock Hill, Chris Hadley

) ) Alvalay, Phone: 01748 781673

arrangements, florist designs Bridgnorth, Mobile: 07945 306940
wedding table and venues. Shropshire
Funeral arrangements flowers. WV15 BJX

Telephone Sharon: 07952106363
or Email: Flowersyou00@gmail.com

Old Chapel Community
Centre (OCCC)
WE ARE OPEN
Tuesdays & Wednesdays

11.00am to 3.00pm
Serving hot and cold drinks and

Dog Walkmg and Pet Serwces
AIveIey Romsley, Tuckhill, Quatt and Bridgnorth

delicious home-made cakes Solgoir?#ﬁgzlﬁor
Light Lunches o
GlutFen-frsve cFakes e Y e
ree Wi-Fi ¥ ..
Photocopying, Printing kﬁ_ . ﬁ ﬁ——
Second-hand books apd JIgSaws Also cats, rabbits, chickens and small animal visits
Family and dog friendly

. . while you may be away or at work
Available to hire for your own S )

To discuss your pet’s needs call or message on
party, clubs or events @ 07852 533086
occc25@outlook.com

Contact Jackie Hampson sarah@packalert.co.uk
07799 465211 O www.packalert.co.uk &

25



W=ww BOSCH SIEMENS SAMSUNG
Hotpoint beko Miel€e And Many More

C--iki euronics

We Supply / We Fit / We Service

Appliances -TVs - Aerial & Satellite - CCTV - EV Chargers —Solar pv

www.chapmansretail.co.uk Tel. 01384 566497
Visit Chapmans Electrical showroom with free customer parking at
112-119 Reddall Hill Road, Cradley Heath B64 5JN

REPAIR

PHONES>TABLETS>LAPTOPS>PCS>GAMES CONSOLES
Microsoft

CERTIFIED

B ownmas

Fa=ap

Severn Edgeo ({iQDEN'TIAL HOME -Hﬁ

VETERINARY GROUP WOLVERLEY

24hr Veterinary Hospital in Bridgnorth Magnificent 18" Century Grade Il listed
home situated in over 6 acres of

e Free Nurse Clinics beautifully maintained gardens and
o Ultrasound o Free Parking woodland.

 Operating facilities e Open on Saturdays Family owned for over 14 years. We
e Dental Care pride ourselves on providing the highest
quality residential/long term care.

All rooms are en-suite ensuring a level of
independency and privacy. Residents are
encouraged to retain their individuality

and to personalise their rooms with their

THE VILI-AGE GARDENER Evc\:?nzesltoyr:gizgsll(ing, catering for a variety

Hedge Trimming Mowing Strimming, of special dietary’[equirements.
Weed Killing, Garden Tidy Ups,
Garden Maintenance, Pressure Washing.

No JOB Too SMALL Philosophy of Care: Privacy, Dignity,
HONEST AND RELIABLE SERVICE. Independence, Choice, Fulfilment,

Fully Insured. Please Call Ash Roberts | Security. Respect and Equality
For more information please call

07701 320550 01562 850201

or email office@nightingalesrh.co.uk
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EDWIN H ARRI S Indepenclent family run }Jusiness

covering aH areas O£ ’che

\’ & SONS LTD Wyre Forest and |Wes’t Micuands
f—

Funeral Directors - Est 1897 1 Crane Street, Kidderminster DY11 6XT
Tel 01562 822625

24‘ hour personal service

Email: contactus@eclwinharris.co.ulz web: edwinharris.co.uk

P. HAYCOX & SON
Jruneral Birectors

Stourbridge Road, Wootton, Near Bridgnorth

BURIALS & CREMATIONS
PRIVATE CHAPEL OF REST

Tel: Quatt (01746) 780 438
24 Hour Service
Undertakers in Alveley & District for over 60 years.

# Stoves, Plumbing, Fireplaces, Heating
= HETAS

& Fully Fitted Bathroom Suites

Local Family Business, Established For Over 50 years
Registered Plumbing
& Heating Engineers

For Al of Your Home Conteet te:
fwﬁﬁ &WI ”. I-: D?ﬂ?ﬁ-mr::jm&!@-ui?au TTEMES
mm Am STORRERITGE RCHAD, BROGHORTH

j’ﬁﬁgihl riiiiWINDOWS&DOORS .

Installed

DOMESTIC
{ —— COMMERCIAL
| Locks, Misted Units, Soffits, Fascias, Gutters
& PROPERTY MAINTENANCE WORK
(r3ki3n39a82 e DEAN CHAMBERS
o o 07985 301956 01562 827712
Insured. FENSA Qualified, Traders Register

TMG Building & Roafing

i
—
Tyler Goodall




Carr’s FootCare

For the professional treatment of foot related
problems in the comfort of your own home
o CALLUS (HARD SKIN)

MrsAnnCarr = CORNS
5.A.C.Dip

FREE Consuitation FHPT FHPP * FUNGAL INFECTIONS
Accounts and Augdit = THICKENED NAILS
Book Keeping and Payrol mn’" = INGROWING TOE NAILS
Tax Returns and Advice FHPT FHPP = NAIL TRIMMING
DIABETIC FEET
Tel: 01384 265930 )
Email: enguirfes@ mjgreenaccountancy.co.uk Call nnw.fnr a quick a':'d easy
Web: www mijgrecnaccountancy.co.uk appointment anytime
Unit 10
Silver End Business Park 07542 601 1 65

Brettell Lane : f

Brierley Hill ‘% 4 earrsfootcare@gmall.com
West Midiands . h

DYS 3LG ! L ; :

c 3 stl e
glinds

* Vertical Blinds = Venetian Blinds .

* Roller Blinds + Roman Blinds -+ -
+  Plantation Shutters+ Pleated Blinds ""E"‘Ef't
+ Conservatory Blinds + Shade Sails* b=

+  Child Safety Blinds * BBS A\

= Awnings -+ Canopies - SITIeN LG & SenUTTER ASeoCIATION

Sow 0800 163 429

Showroom: Portway House, Stream Road, Kingswinford, West Midlands. DYé 9NT
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WHO'’S WHO - A GUIDE TO ORGANISATION CONTACTS

Alveley Art Group
Alveley Bellringers
Alveley Charities
Alveley Cricket Club
Alveley Day Centre

Jane Hunt
Roy Page
Daryl Cooper
Richard Twigg

Sue Taylor 07973 343491

780280
07704 362285
780378
780437

Angela Lander 07952 172691 Pat Bowyer 07964 377840

Alveley Entertainers
Alveley First Responders
Alveley Historical Society
Alveley Ladies’ Guild
Alveley Mining Heritage

lan Maddock

Martin Hill

Lorraine Heath
Barbara Spragg 780200
Andrea Edwards

Alveley Old Chapel Community Centre
Alveley Parish Council/Street Lights Steve Kerry

Alveley Patient Group
Alveley Pétanque Club
Alveley Rec Assn/Pavilion
Alveley School

Alveley Tennis Club

Alveley Village Band

Alveley Village Hall

Alveley Village Hall bookings
Arden Allotments Association

B’north Community Transport - Alveley Minibus Mon-Fri 9.30-12.30 only)
Angela Lander 07952172691

Chapel Crafters

County Councillor

Friends of Alveley School
Howard Thompson Bequest
Music in St. Mary’s

Quatt Cricket Club

Quatt Malvern Parish Council
Quatt Village Hall bookings
St. Mary’s Choir

St. Mary’s Flowers

Severn Park Ranger

Squirrel Bowling Club

Chris Noble
David Voysey
Margaret Shaw
Mr. P. O’'Malley
Roger Whitworth
Lisa Hadley
Norma Crabtree
Carol Hatfield
Debbie Walker

Colin Taylor

Jackie Hampson
Andrew Crabtree
Jim Williamson
Bill Griffiths

Steph Hinton
Brenda York
Wendy Aldwinckle
Guy Border

Roger Ford

Strollers & Striders Walking Group Andrew Crabtree

Voluntary Car Scheme Community Transport (Mon-Fri 9.30-12.30 only)

Whittall Meadows Trust

Jan Higgins

780936
780794
07970637727
780707
86206
07799 465211
07711788782
780715
780356
780459
780284
07946 094488
07717 456304
780478
780576
07484 238616
768539

Kath Bishop

Jenny Sirrell 07484806605

07581 066956
780284
780034
780478

07790 033662
766941
781214
780144
562159
781192
780413
780478
768539
780259

PLEASE NOTIFY THE EDITOR (780936) OF ANY CHANGES
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THE BACK PAGE
February is the month when we celebrate romance and remember
Saint Valentine. Card shops will do a roaring trade and the price of
flowers will rise mysteriously overnight.
A friend noticed recently that, after fifty-nine years of marriage,
when talking to The Head Gardener I call her sweetheart, darling
or honeybunch. He thought that was really romantic and asked if
that was one of the reasons that we had such a strong marriage. I
had to admit that the real reason I use such endearments is that
sometimes I can't remember her name!
Valentine's Day reminds me of our first date. We met at the bank
where she worked as a cashier and I was paying in the takings of
my temporary employer, having recently returned from living and
working in France. The temporary job, incidentally, had been ar-
ranged for me by a former girl-friend, and we remain friends to
this day.
The date should have been for lunch on the Head Gardener's birth-
day and I duly turned up at the bank at the appointed hour, only to
be told that she was off work that day. Clearly the thought of
lunch with yours truly was too much for her and had made her ill. I
don't know how I came to have her address but I did, so that even-
ing I arrived at her house on my Vespa and, helmet under an arm
and a bunch of flowers in hand, I knocked at the door. I was invit-
ed in and our date day ended up having a pint with her father at his
club.
Obviously T passed scrutiny and what's-her-name and I were mar-
ried less than two years later. I have been into banks many times
over the years and made many withdrawals, but The Head Garden-
er is obviously the best withdrawal I ever made from any bank -
and if that remark doesn't get me brownie points, nothing will!
May your month and year be filled with love.
Ian

Please send items for the March edition by 9 am on Tuesday February 17th
to the editor (email ianmaddock@btinternet.com or phone 01746 780936).
For advertising please contact David Hampson (telephone 01746 780034 or
emaildavid.hampson2025@gmail.com)
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&° ""%  INDEPENDENT GROUNDS MAINTENANCE +*°
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~ n Fully Insured Grounds Maintenance
LG IVI  Contractor & Tree Surgeon since 1996. LG.IVI

All Aspects of Tree Surgery for Domestic & Commercial Clients.
Tree & Hedge - Pruning, Stump Grinding, Felling, TPO Approved Works.
Grounds Maintenance to Schools, Academies, Retail & Industrial Parks

Sale of Seasoned Logs £ 200-00. Sale of Woodchip £ 60-00

We offer quality & value for money, & our highly trained staff are DBS cleared.

FREE NO OBLIGATION QUOTATIONS
Telephone: 01299 861940

Mobile: 07876 454310
Hh Email: mike@igm-limited.co.uk
N

www.igm-limited.co.uk
i onstructiorling

LONDIS

Alveley Food Stores and
Off Licence

Newsagents and Lottery

2/3 Cooks Cross
Alveley WV15 6LS

Tel: 01746 780773

CONSERVATORIES

“%e Real

* Ladies, Gents & Children
Windows* ¥ Reliable Service

orth

Martyn Donnelly * Competitive Rates
Managing Director * Established over 20 Years

Unit 10, Livestock & Auction Centre Wenlock Road,
Bridgnorth. WV16 4QR

T01746 762855 T 01746 769944 E sales@bridgnorthwindows.co.uk
wavw bridgnarthwindows couk

- )
F1i 45N 11, Lineed




it o ences, Foioe st | 101 KEEP FIT GLASSES
: = | LOOK FIT - FEEL FIT - STAY FIT

Capacity 120 people
Kitchen & Bar Facilities if required ,*@l With s

and China & Cutlery N
Terms and Bookings contact: i JE“

Carol Hatfield at the ALVELEY PAVILIO

Tel: 01746 780576 Monday 7.00 to 8.15pm
email: carolhatfield66@sky.com Tel: 07773 402 813
I8 The Little Paint & bl g
The Little Paint Four Oaks s
Garden Company ;
) ) ) ) Venue Hire Play cricket
A frlendly, reliable & flexible service Beautiful location \ated best faciities in league
Painting, decorating, garden maintenance n”:.;mi:i».?;r::lt::".ﬁh Dmr..?:.-.:j:;?m
and much more. Fr:z Il;m' . \\';Il.r.-_*'l'_-i-cll:.'al.l
Matthew Crossland Wcoit ooty et
Mobile: 07854 830051 Safe & sacure Tor chidran Sarurday & Sunday
email: mattcrossland@icloud.com Tanirwrs wines, Bainams beer All abilidies welcame
DIT4E 5A1EL | wivental s eauk | inf Ll =ik
A. C. Causer Private tuition
Property Improvements & Maintenance in English, Maths and the
@ Kitchens & Carpentry 4 Fascias th Sci GCSE
& Bathrooms 4 Plumbing 4 Guttering ree sciences
@ Tiling @ Fencing @ Landscaping
MRS AT Eleven Plus and Common
@ Decorating 4 Doors
Job Portfolio and References available on request Entrance also catered for.
Public Liability Insurance i
Email: andy.causer@hotmail.com peterfry54@gmall'com
Mobile: 07909 229605 Office: 01746 780162 07778 561678

Severn Valley Storage Ltd.

Private and Commercial Self Storage

Alveley Industrial Estate
Tel: 01746 781 177 / 07543 820 858
Email: severnvalleystorage@gmail.com
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