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MESSAGE FROM
THE PRESIDENT
Compatriots,
For many of us, the recent time
marks the end of the summer slowdown and the resumption of meetings and activities. Now is the time
to ensure your youth programs
have someone assigned to handle
them … find a member willing to
accept the charge.
Chapters should make it their
challenge to have a variety of candidates participating in each of the
youth contests and to find more
than one school or source for contestants. The various state committee youth program chairmen have
been requested to begin communication with all the chapters and
provide their guidance in these
youth programs for 2014-2015. The
“new” topics for each program are
provided in this newsletter.
At the fall BOM meeting on Sept.
13, the 2015 budget forecast will be
presented and approved at that time
and we will have the new award
amounts for each of these programs.
I would like to thank in advance the
2015 budget forecast committee:
Chairman Fred Olive, John Wallace,
Rod Hildreth and Brian House. In
addition, my sincere appreciation
goes to the Ad hoc Youth Program
Fund Committee (Chairman Price
Legg, Fred Olive, Jim Maples and
Brian House) for their service and
excellent guidance in a job well done.
See MESSAGE, Page 2
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ALSSAR compatriots capture
awards, medals at 124th Congress
The 124th Congress was
held July 18-24 in Greenville, S.C., with 25 ALSSAR compatriots (including
two national officers and
one trustee for the Germany
Society) in attendance.
The Alabama Society had
11 past state presidents and
the current state president
there as well as 18 ladies
representing the Alabama
Society ladies auxiliary.
Elected by the general
membership to the office of
NSSAR Librarian General
for 2014-2015 was C. Bruce
Pickette. John R. Wallace
was reelected to another
four-year term for the
George Washington Endowment Fund Board and
Vice-President General of
the Southern District Rick
Hollis (Tennessee Society)
appointed Michael C. Wells

—Photo courtesy of Bobby Joe Seales

ALSSAR president Bobby Joe Seales, right, accepts
Niebell Award from President General Joe Dooley.
as Secretary General of the
Southern District for 20142015.
Many
Alabama
SAR

chapters and compatriots
received numerous NSSAR
See CONGRESS, Page 3

American Village will host BOM on Sept. 13
The ALSSAR fall Board of Managers will
be held on Saturday, Sept. 13, starting at 10
a.m. at the American Village in Montevallo.
The meeting is open to all SAR members. A
lunch buffet will be served. Registration is
required and costs $20.
Make your check payable to ALSSAR and
mail check to Fred Olive, 3117 Canterbury
Place, Vestavia Hills, AL 35243. Olive’s
email address is folive@mindspring.com.
All Board of Manager members are requested to complete the regular form which you
will receive. Please note BOM members include all Society elected officers, the Society

national trustee and all former ALSSAR presidents in good standing.
Each chapter is authorized two voting members on the BOM in addition to those chapter
members who currently are eligible based on
other positions held. Committee chairmen,
not otherwise members of the BOM, are also
members of the BOM.
The meeting is expected to wrap up at noon
and will be followed by a lunch served by the
ladies’ auxiliary. After lunch, members of the
American Village will conduct a tour of the
facilities.
—Fred Olive
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Message
(Continued from Page 1)
ALSSAR will soon focus on membership retention and recruitment under the
direction of Perry Vickers and Fred Olive. Dues cards will be mailed to each
chapter and to the ALSSAR treasurer for
the at-large members. Included in this
package of cards will be a roster, with
columns added to note the amount and
date paid.
Chapters should submit this roster of
paying and non-paying members when
sending dues payment to secretary Perry
Vickers. Chapter payment of state and
national dues is by Nov. 1. Current
members who do not pay 2015 dues are
later dropped with an effective date of
Dec. 31. Chapters are reminded to separately and individually collect their
“dual membership” dues.
Along with the members of our delegation, I was proud to represent the Alabama Society at the SAR 124th Congress in Greenville, S.C., on July 18-24.
Congratulations to C. Bruce Pickette
who was elected by the general membership to the office of Librarian General
and to John R. Wallace who was reelected for another four-year term to the
George Washington Endowment Fund
Board. Michael C. Wells was appointed
as Southern District 2014-2015 Secretary General by Vice-President General
Rick Hollis of the Southern District.
Also, Marvin K. Vickers was sworn in
as ALSSAR 2014-2015 national trustee
and Bobby Joe Seales was sworn in as
ALSSAR 2014-2015 national alternate
trustee.
A personal thank you to Larry P.
Cornwell who served three terms as
Genealogist General and to Michael C.
Wells who served three terms as Librarian General. The Alabama Society is
very proud of both of these compatriots
for the excellent service they performed
in these national positions.
All the recipients of the various awards
and medals received at the 2014 Congress are too numerous to name, so let

me just say “congratulations” to each and
every one … I appreciate you for your
service to the Sons of the American Revolution and to the Alabama Society! The
Alabama Society was well represented
by both men and ladies in attendance.
Many events are on the agenda for
August and September.
(1) Diane and I will attend a dinner
and meeting at the Tri-State chapter in
Dothan on Aug. 14 at which I will have
the opportunity to present to my oldest
grandson Parker Caleb Seales (3 years
old), his youth SAR membership certificate, along with two supplemental certificates (two additional supplemental applications are in process). At the same
time I will present to my youngest son,
Joshua Caleb Seales, two supplemental
certificates (two additional supplemental
applications are in process).
(2) On Aug. 19 Diane and I plan to be
with the Birmingham chapter as they
host their Patriot’s Night Dinner. It will
be an honor to make special recognitions
and presentations to the DAR and CAR
representatives that will be in attendance.
(3) Diane and I are proud to have the
opportunity to celebrate on Aug. 25 with
the Little River chapter on their 25th
anniversary.
(4) The DAR Broken Arrow chapter in
Pell City will celebrate their 60th anniversary on Sept. 8 at Morgan Creek
Vineyards in Harpersville. Diane and I
will be attending this special event.
(5) On Sept. 10 Diane and I are looking forward to our visit with the CheahaChapter at the Anniston Library.
The 2014 ALSSAR fall BOM meeting
will be Saturday, Sept. 13 in Liberty
Hall at The American Village in Montevallo … beginning promptly at 10 a.m.
until noon. The 2015 ALSSAR nominating committee will be announced during
this meeting. Please note that we will be
on a prompt, purposeful and productive
time schedule; therefore, please get your
chapter and committee reports in on a
timely manner to our recording secre-

tary, Fred Olive. Following the meeting
a buffet lunch will be served by the
ALSSAR ladies auxiliary (noon until
1:45p.m.) and in conclusion The American Village staff will graciously give us
a tour of their facilities, including the
recently opened National Veterans
Shrine & Register of Honor.
To complete ALSAR events before the
National SAR Leadership Conference in
Louisville, Ky., on Sept. 26-27, 2014
Diane and I will attend the Wiregrass
chapter’s Constitution Week luncheon
on Sept. 18 at which time I will bring
“greetings” from the Alabama Society to
the SAR and DAR attendees. Don’t forget to attend the National POW/MIA
Recognition Day ceremony on Sept. 20
at 10 a.m. in Montgomery at the Alabama Capitol.
Our Alabama Society convention on
Feb. 20-21, 2015 will be a historic
event. The Alabama Society was organized Feb. 10, 1890. Therefore, ALSSAR will be celebrating its 125th anniversary. It will be held at the Marriott,
3590 Grandview Parkway in Birmingham. Mark your calendar now and
watch for complete details to follow
soon. (I have applied to our 49th District
House of Representative April Weaver
for a $1,000 Alabama 2015 tourism
grant to assist with our anniversary celebration).
I encourage you always take pride in
your chapter and the Alabama Society
and the fact that you belong to the Sons
of the American Revolution. To everyone, thank you for the love, commitment
and passion that you have for ALSSAR.
I wish to extend my appreciation to
everyone for their condolences in the
death of one of my brothers, David Lathon Seales, on May 31, 2014.
In closing, I ask God to embrace and
unite our society, state and nation and to
keep His loving arms around you and
your families as only He can. For with
God’s love and strength we can accomplish all things.
—Bobby Joe Seales
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The ALSSAR delegation included, standing from left: Malon E. Murphy, Fletcher Dunaway (Florida
Society, DOT), Dr. J. Fred Olive III, C. Bruce Pickette, James G. “Jim” Alexander, Price L. Legg; Robert “Kenny” Dunaway (Florida Society, DOT), Kenneth E. Mahan, S. Felton Mitchell, R. Stan Phillips,
John R. Wallace, past Vice-President General James A. “Jim” Morock Sr., P. Rod Hildreth, Bobby Joe
Seales, William O. “Bill” Stone, James H. “Jim” Maples, Dr. Walter B. Stevenson Jr., past President
General Nathan E. White, Bruce A. Buehler, Larry P. Crabtree, W. Perry Vickers, Elizabeth Vickers, O.
Lee Swart, Michael C. Wells, Marvin K. Vickers, Robert L. “Bob” Anderson, Larry P. Cornwell and
Leanne Cornwell, along with (sitting, from left) Claire Murphy, Rita Pickette, Abby Alexander, Mary
Helen Mahan, Hazel Phillips, Cheryl Morock, Diane Seales, Linda Maples, Wanda White, Mary Buehler, Susan Crabtree, Elizabeth Wells, Kay Anderson and Carolyn Vickers.
Congress
(Continued from Page 1)
awards and recognitions for outstanding service over the past
year. The Alabama Society SAR received the following
awards at Congress:
(1) Americanism Poster Contest as participant (certificate
and streamer)
(2) C.A.R. Activities Award presented to the State Society
that has documented work with the C.A.R. over the past
year (certificate and streamer)
(3) Sgt. Moses Adams Memorial Middle School Brochure
Contest as participant (certificate and streamer)
(4) Joseph S. Rumbaugh Historical Oration Contest as participant (certificate and streamer)
(5) ROTC/JROTC Contest as outstanding JROTC Cadet
participant (certificate and streamer)
(6) George S. & Stella M. Knight Essay Contest as participant (certificate and streamer)
(7) Arthur M. King Eagle Scout Scholarship Contest as participant (certificate and streamer)
(8) Officers Attendance Award presented to the State Societies whose presidents and national trustees have attended
both preceding Leadership Meetings and the previous
Annual Congress (streamer and certificate)
(9) Genealogist General’s Award (first place, presented to
the State Society with the lowest percentage of pended

applications for the year (certificate and streamer)
(10) Paul M. Niebell, Sr. Award (runner-up award to the
State Society of 100 or more members with the best
news publication with fewer than ten pages (certificate)
(11) President General’s Initiative Retention Challenge
(streamer for 92 percent-plus).
Brian Poythress, sponsored by the Birmingham chapter, attended and competed in the Joseph S. Rumbaugh Historical
Oration Contest. He was accompanied by his mother, Diane
Poythress. Brian was presented a $750 check for his travel
expenses. For his participation Brian received a $200 check
and certificate from NSSAR.
The Sgt. Moses Adams Memorial Middle School Brochure
Contest third-place NSSAR winner was Hannah Kay Hembree, sponsored by the Tennessee Valley chapter. She received
a $100 check from NSSAR, a certificate and ribbon.
During the second session of Congress it was voted to increase the national level of supplemental application fees to
$60 and the national level fees for supplemental applications
family plan (additional family member supplemental applications within three generations filed with the first application
using the same ancestor) was increased to $30 each, effective
at the end of Congress. The $20 ALSSAR fees for each of the
supplemental applications will remain the same.
See CONGRESS, Page 4)
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Memorial service remembers 25 ALSSAR compatriots
The afternoon was hot as we
gathered at the hotel to march
two blocks to the Episcopal
Church for the 2 p.m. memorial service.
Chaplain General The Right
Reverend Louis Carlson Jr.,
planned and led the service and
led the processional to the
church, followed by an honor
guard of more than 100 compatriots in full regalia. There
was full attendance at the
church and it was indeed an
impressive service. We honored more than 600 compatriots during the year 2013.
Alabama patriots honored
were:
James Fredrick Bell Jr.
Richard Bryan Booth
Joe Houston Bryant
Robert Martin Cheney
James Young Cooper
Irvin Leroy Eleazer Jr.
Charles Edward Green
Wylie Pierson Johnson
Joshua Oscar Kelly
Richard Thomas Lowe Sr.
David Rogers Massengale
Bill W. Mayfield
George Edgar Meriwether II
Richard Terrell Moreman
Thomas Franklin Morring
Frank Melvin Ornburn
Dr. John Mallory Packard
Joseph Carmel Pilegge
Carlton Paul Pinkerton Sr.
James Hoyt Plunkett
Roy Richard Robertson Jr.
Z. Freeman Shelton Jr.
Charles Herbert Whitcomb
Benjamin Buford Williams
Steven Mark Williams
The Right Reverend Harrison
Marvin McLeod was the rector
where we had the memorial
service. Our family noticed his
initials, HMM, which were our
grandfather’s initials.
We made a call to someone
in Alabama and found out that
he was a cousin of ours — a
first cousin first removed. We
had a nice visit with him and
got acquainted again.
—Marvin Vickers

Congress
(Continued from Page 3)
Lindsey Cook Brock of the Florida Society
was inaugurated as the 2014-2015 NSSAR
President General. The following closing remarks were made at the installation banquet by
newly installed President General Brock. (1)
This year we will begin the SAR Patriot Ancestors’ Biographies Committee. This will be another tool in recruiting new members and it
comports with one of the objectives of our society and that is to perpetuate the memory of
our patriot ancestors. The plan is to solicit biographical articles from our membership relating
to their Revolutionary War ancestors and post
those on the NSSAR website. This is your
chance to tell the world about your SAR ancestor and preserve their memory. (2) Another
new project will be the archiving of notable
speeches given by our compatriots. Archiving
speeches should encourage more members to
be willing to give a presentation to one of our
chapters, state societies, or more importantly,
to an outside organization. Bill Stone of the
ALSSAR, chairman of the Library and Archive
Committee, and Rae Ann Sauer, assistant librarian and archivist, will handle this task. (3)
Another project is the identifying of SAR Medal of Honor recipients. There is now a newly
formed SAR Medal of Honor Recipients Task
Force. We need to recognize those SAR members that have received the MOH and place a
memorial with their names in our museum. For
this to be a success we need SAR members and
other volunteers to assist in the search for
MOH recipients among our membership. (4)

Education will always be one of our main objectives. We must continue to expand our Educational Outreach at the chapter, state and national levels. We want to encourage each chapter and state to develop an outreach program
whereby our members go into elementary, middle and high schools to promote the core principals of the founding of our country and the
men and women who made it happen. (5) Continue to explore strategies that will enhance
membership retention and reinstatements. We
must have a culture of continuous improvement where solutions are shared and success
celebrated together in keeping our members
connected after joining SAR. (6) We will continue the work of the Veterans Recognition
Committee, which is recognizing the military
service of our members to our country. To date
we have recognized compatriots who served
during WWII, the Korean War and the Vietnam War. President General Brock stated that
during his term we will recognize those who
served in the Persian Gulf War. Plans are to
begin a Veterans Recognition Committee
Newsletter, issued at least three times annually,
to keep our veterans and leadership informed of
the various ongoing recognition programs
available.
Approximately 350 delegates were registered
for the 124th Congress, making it the largest
Congress in terms of attendance. A greater
turnout is expected for the 125th NSSAR Congress on June 26 thru July 1, 2015 at the Gault
House Hotel & Suites in Louisville, Ky. Please
mark your calendar now!
—Bobby Joe Seales
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Prattville chapter wins national activities award
After years of hard work and dedication
participating in various SAR Americanism
Award programs, the Gen. John Archer
Elmore chapter was presented the SAR
President General’s Activity Award certificate & streamer at the 124th Congress.
The prestigious award is presented to the
chapter, based upon size, which shows
evidence of the most complete practice of
implementing SAR programs and resolutions. SAR chapters from across the country compete with each other in determining a national winner.
The certificate signed by PresidentGeneral Joseph Dooley was presented at
the awards ceremony at Congress on July
21with resounding applause!
Accepting the national chapter award
from PG Dooley was compatriot William
Stone, ALSSAR senior-vice president and
a member of the Prattville chapter as well
as chairman of the ALSSAR’s Americanism Committee.

—Photo courtesy of Bill Stone

President
General’s
Activity
Certificate and Streamer awarded
to John Archer Elmore chapter.
The chapter has won the Neil Shepard
Americanism state award several times
over past years for its major contributions
and involvement within the local commu-

nity. However, this is the very first time
the SAR chapter has received national
acclaim and award for its contributions at
the local, state and national levels.
“We are extremely proud of our chapter
membership,” Stone said. “The national
award is the result of a team effort to serve
our community and our state by helping
our fellow citizens and promoting patriotism and love of country when it is truly
needed the most.”
The Alabama Society is encouraging all
other chapters located in Alabama who
have not been involved in past years to
build interest and participation among
their membership in competing in the National Americanism Award Programs.
The General John Archer Elmore Chapter also was awarded the Partners in Patriotism certificate at Congress for its chapter
activities and participation at the community level as outlined by the NSSAR.
—William Stone

ALSSAR Color Guard participates at Congress
Several Color Guard members from
Alabama participated in national activities during Congress on July 18-23.
Color Guard members from across the
United States gathered at Congress to
conduct flag ceremonies at key
events. The biggest gathering was for
the Memorial Service when the entire
Color Guard massed 52 flags and 75
members strong to march from the Hyatt
Regency to Christ Church Episcopal .
The rain held off and the weather
turned absolutely perfect for the parade. The Guard was very impressive
as it marched the eight blocks to the
church.
Prior to marching to the Church, the
Color Guard formed up at the hotel for
inspection by NSSAR President General Dooley.
Color Guard members from Alabama
were Jim Maples and Bob Anderson from the Tennessee Valley chapter
and Bruce Pickett from the Gen. Richard Montgomery chapter.
ALSSAR past president Rev. Marvin
Vickers also participated, wearing his
clerical robes.
—Bob Anderson

—Photo by Linda Maples

SAR Color Guard members, from left, Jim
Maples, Bob Anderson and Bruce Pickette.

Wallace elected
to another term
on GWEF board
At the George Washington
Endowment Fund luncheon held
at the recent Congress, compatriot John Wallace was reelected by
the GW fellows to a second, four
-year term on the George Washington Endowment Fund Board.
The Board is composed of seven members, three appointed
annually by the NSSAR President General and four elected by
GW fellows, with one member
elected each year.
The board is charged with
overseeing the overall operation
of the fund and expenditure of
funds.
Compatriot Wallace has been
involved with this endowment
fund since 2002 and been a board
member for 11 years. He will
also serve as the vice-chairman
of the board for 2014-2015.
—Perry Vickers
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ALSSAR compatriot elected Librarian General
Compatriot Bruce Pickette of the Gen.
Richard Montgomery chapter was elected
and installed as the National Society Librarian General at the recent 124th National
Congress.
He was unopposed for the position and
follows compatriot Michael Wells of the
Birmingham chapter, who served as Librarian General for the past three terms.
Pickette is a retired U.S. Army lieutenant
colonel who served 24 years in the military
and worked an additional 15 years in information technology companies. He has a

B.S. in secondary education from Jacksonville State University and also has an MBA
from the New York Institute of Technology
and a Masters degree in library science
from Catholic University of America.
He joined the SAR in 2002 and was a past
president of the chapter and also served as
state president in 2010-2011. He has been
involved at the national level since 2007
and has served on several National Society
committees including the Library & Archives Committee.
—Walter Stevenson

Compatriots earn national,
district medals at Congress

Montgomery chapter wins
Vance award for best web site
The Gen. Richard Montgomery chapter won the National
Society’s President General Robert B. Vance Award for
the best chapter internet web site for 2013-2014.
The award was accepted by chapter secretary Walter
Stevenson at the 124th Congress.
The award was presented “to the Chapter Internet web
site which best represents the SAR, by providing the most
useful information about activities and programs to our
members and to the general public, using both a creative
method of display and professional format.”
The web site was developed in April 2013 by chapter
compatriots Bruce Pickette and Walter Stevenson, neither
of whom had any previous experience with developing
internet web sites. Since the publishing of the site in May
2013 there have been nearly 4,900 visits.
In addition to the standard internet viewed via computer
there is also a mobile version for smart phones. The web
site includes some 34 pages of information in addition to
internet links for chapter members, those interested in applying for membership in the SAR and the general public.
The address for the award winning General Richard
Montgomery web site is http://sarmontgomeryal.org/.
—Walter Stevenson

Well deserved national level medals were awarded by President
General Joe Dooley to compatriots of the Alabama Society during
the Congress in Greenville.
These medals are awarded in recognition of outstanding service to
the SAR.
The National Meritorious Service Medal “in recognition of notable service rendered to the NSSAR” was awarded to compatriot and
ALSSAR genealogist Walter Stevenson of the Gen. Richard Montgomery chapter. The medal is awarded to SAR members who have
rendered long, faithful and meritorious service to the National Society.
Receiving the Gold Roger Sherman medal “for faithful service
2013-2014” were NSSAR Genealogist General Larry Cornwell of
the Gen. Richard Montgomery chapter, ALSSAR senior vicepresident Bill Stone of the Gen. John Archer Elmore chapter and
George Washington Endowment Fund board member John Wallace
of the Wiregrass chapter. This medal is named after Roger Sherman
(1721-1793), who was a founding father and the only person to sign
all four Congressional papers of the U.S.: the Articles of Association, the Declaration of Independence, the Articles of Confederation and the Constitution.
PG Dooley also presented a Distinguished Service Certificate to
compatriot Bruce Pickette, also of the Montgomery chapter.
At the Southern District breakfast, held each year at Congress,
Vice President General Jim Morock of the Louisiana Society
awarded District Meritorious Service medals to compatriots Bill
Stone, Richard Wells and Leon “Mac” Clark, all of the Gen. John
Archer Elmore chapter. The medals were awarded in recognition of
their dedicated efforts in an educational outlook program to present the signature page of the Articles of Association of the First
Continental Congress to thousands of students and organizations.
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Start promoting your chapter youth activities now!
Now is the time for your chapter to
start promoting SAR youth contests in
essays, orations and posters. Each of the
four major contests have specific themes
for the 2014-15 school year.
The Knight Essay Contest topic shall
deal with “an event, person, philosophy,
or ideal associated with the American
Revolution, the Declaration of Independence, or the framing of the United
States Constitution.”
During the 2013-14 and 2014-15 contest years only, to commemorate the
800th anniversary of Magna Carta, contestants may also choose “a topic that
relates to Magna Carta and its influence
on the Revolution or one or more of the
Founding Fathers.”
For more information, contact ALSSAR chairman Mike Wells at
mcwells1944@yahoo.com.
The Rumbaugh Historical Oration
Contest topic shall deal with “an event,
personality or document pertaining to
the Revolutionary War and show a relationship to America today.”

For more information, contact ALSSAR chairman Connie Cook at
ceciv@knology.net.
The Middle School Brochure Contest has now had a permanent theme
chosen as well. To better align this contest with the government curricula
taught in middle schools across the nation, the theme is now “the founding
documents of the American government
including the Articles of Confederation,
the Declaration of Independence, the
Constitution, the Federalist Papers and
the Bill of Rights.”
For more information, contact ALSSAR brochure chairman Bob Anderson Jr., at rldad1@yahoo.com.
The Alabama Society Elementary
School Poster Contest will be judged at
the state convention. According to
NSSAR Americanism Committee chairman Mark Anthony, the poster contest
had its theme augmented this year, primarily due to the insistence of a small
group led by members of the Alabama
and Georgia societies.

The reason for this is again that the
themes that had been published previously did not align with the established
curricula of the various school systems.
In response to this, the NSSAR committee voted to combine the previously announced themes for 2014-2015 (George
Rogers
Clark)
and
2015-2016
(Lexington & Concord) so as to give the
possible entrants a choice of topics that
could possibly align with some part of
the curricula.
Each chapter is eligible to submit an
entry from a third, fourth or fifth grade
student. Students may enter from their
respective school, as a member of the
Children of the American Revolution or
a local Cub Scout Pack or Brownie
troop.
This year’s theme is George Rogers
Clark, the hero of Vincennes. Information on the rules may be found on the
SAR web site. Chairman John Killian
asks that each chapter notify him in advance
at
johnhkillian@charter.net
as to their intention to submit a poster.

—Photo courtesy of Bob Anderson

State entry takes third in first brochure contest
Alabama’s entry in the inaugural Sgt. Moses Adams
Middle School Brochure Contest walked away with third
place at the National Congress youth awards luncheon
on July 21. Hannah Kay Hembree, a rising eighth grader
at Huntsville’s Academy of Arts and Academics, was the
Alabama entry in the brochure contest. She was
sponsored by the Tennessee Valley chapter. The students
had to design and build a tri-fold brochure using a set
theme. This year’s theme was "
“Francis Marion: The
Swamp Fox.” The first and second-place winners came
from California and Georgia, respectively. The new
contest is designed to build interest in the Revolutionary
War by naming it after Adams, a member of the 13th
Massachusetts Regiment who died at Valley Forge. He
did not do anything historically significant other than to
give his life for our freedom, along with 25,000 other
men. This contest is so named in their honor and the
families who suffered their loss for generations.
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—Photo courtesy of John Wallace

Wiregrass chapter holds annual family picnic
For years the “August Family Picnic” held on the third
Saturday of the month has marked the kickoff of the second
half of the calendar year for the Wiregrass chapter. The
chapter does not meet in July and this event serves as a great
opportunity for compatriots and their families to catch up on
everyone’s summer activities. Kids, grandkids and prospective
members are all invited. The chapter normally covers the
basic costs of the meal, with everyone being asked to bring a
side dish and/or desert. This year, the picnic was hosted by
chapter president Perry Vickers and his wife Elizabeth.

Welcome New Members!
James Patrick Yockel…………………….Tennessee Valley
Richard Scott Chapman………………….Tennessee Valley
William Hunt Wyatt……………………...…Cahaba-Coosa
William Earnest Davis……………….Gen. John A. Elmore
—Photo courtesy of Felton Mitchell

Traveling for sponsorship
Richard Henry Lee compatriot
Felton Mitchell and his grandson,
junior member Mitch Flenniken,
traveled to Franklin, N.C., this
summer for the induction of
James Joseph (Jim) Keeble, left,
and William Gay (Bill) Coffeen,
right, into the Silas McDowell
chapter of the NCSSAR. Mitchell
was the first-line sponsor of both
men.

—Photo courtesy of Larry Cornwell

Cornwells spot familiar face
ALSSAR compatriot and NSSAR
Genealogist General Larry Cornwell
and his wife Leanne presented their
“We Are Gen. and Mrs. Richard
Montgomery” program at the Oak
Grove Inn’s Fourth of July celebration
when they spotted former ALSSAR
president (1993-94) and Gen. Richard
Montgomery
compatriot
Tom
Richardson in the audience at the
assistant living facility in Montgomery.
The Cornwells have recently given their
presentation throughout the United
States at numerous state society annual
meetings, where they have served as the
state society’s after-banquet speakers.

S A R A LA B A MA

V O LU M E 2 8 , NU MB E R 3

PAGE 9

Galvez speakers bring historical perspective to meetings
Compatriots of the Gen. Galvez chapter
have been entertained over the summer
with featured speakers representing area
historical landmarks.
The July speaker was Tom Bowser, a
Navy veteran who worked tirelessly to
save the U.S.S. Drum from the scrap heap
and wrote about the experience in a new
book. The June speaker was Mike Bailey,
director of Fort Morgan, who spoke on the
150th anniversary of the Battle of Mobile
Bay.
The July meeting was held on July 12 at
the Bass Pro Shop in Spanish Fort.
Bowser, a Spanish Fort resident, served in
the Navy on nuclear submarines from
1964-1974 and is an unpaid volunteer who
has worked with Battleship Park employee
Lesley Waters to save the USS Drum (SS
228) at Battleship Park from being sent to
the scrap pile.
The Drum was commissioned Nov. 1,
1941 as the first Gato class Fleet Submarine at Portsmouth, N.H. She was considered a “lucky” boat because she successfully performed 14 patrols in the Pacific
Theater during WW II and never lost a
crewman when the average submarine
lasted about four patrols.
The Drum has been at Battleship Park
since 1969 and became the first submarine
opened for public display. In 2001, the
Drum was taken out of the water and results of sitting in sea water for so long had
taken its toll. Many repairs had to be made.
There is no money available in the park
budget to repair the Drum. Bowser and
Waters raised the money and material and
do all the work. Also, there are no blueprints to help guide the work. The Navy
still owns the ship and that produces another set of issues dealing with the Pentagon.

—Photos courtesy of Mike Glass

Galvez speakers Tom Bowser,
above, and Mike Bailey, receiving a
certificate from president Wilhite.

The restoration work has been detailed in
a book written by Bowser entitled “The
Three Lives of the USS Drum.” It is recommended that you purchase a copy of
this book. Tom and Lesley are called
“crazy” by many but they are trying to
preserve history for future generations. To
learn more, you can go online to
www.drum228.org and click on the restoration tab or contact Bowser and visit the
Drum at Battleship Park.

The June meeting, also held at Bass Pro
Shops, started with recognition of Galvez
compatriots before turning the floor over to
Bailey. Rev. Terry Blevins was awarded a
NSSAR certificate and gold star by chapter
president Wilson Wilhite in recognition of
the approval of his supplemental application for ancestor Micajah Pennington.
Compatriot Blevins gave a short introduction of his ancestor, Micajah Pennington.
A short report on the May 17 Blue Star
Salute celebration was given by Blevins
who attended. Compatriot Kirk Barrett
announced that there would be a 150th
anniversary celebration of the Battle of
Blakely and Spanish Fort sponsored by the
Sons of Confederate Veterans camp in
Baldwin County. A self-guided tour of the
battlefield with signage will be available.
Bailey, director of the Fort Morgan national historic landmark, spoke on the
150th anniversary of the Battle of Mobile
Bay.
He described the battle in detail, from the
preparation leading up to the assault
through the destruction of the small southern flotilla which included the ironclad
C.S.S. Tennessee, which was the flagship.
Also, the introduction of underwater mines
called torpedoes were introduced at this
battle by the south.
Once the Confederate Navy was taken
out of the fight, the siege of Fort Morgan,
with its 581-man garrison, began and ultimately ended in surrender of the fort in
which 17 men had died during the siege.
The rest were sent to prison camp in New
York, where another 145 men died of disease. With this victory, Mobile ceased to
be a port where blockade runners could
bring goods for the war effort.
—Mike Glass

—Photos courtesy of Bob Doherty

Tennessee Valley speakers
The Tennessee Valley chapter speakers for
July were compatriot Bob Baccus and Terry
Cornett, right, who spoke on “Use of drums
and fife in the Revolutionary War.” At left,
Tennessee Valley chapter vice president Hal
Thornton presents a certificate of
appreciation to Susanna Leberman, the June
speaker, who spoke on the book “Founding
Mothers” by Cokie Roberts.
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Send in your chapter news!
If you’re submitting material for the next newsletter, please e-mail your
pictures and information to timgaylesar@gmail.com or send information
about your chapter’s activities or upcoming events by Dec. 10 to Tim
Gayle at 3104 Cabot Street, Montgomery, AL 36110.
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Tennessee Valley awards medals to veterans
Tennessee Valley chapter President Bob Doherty, far left, recently awarded War Service Medals to chapter
compatriots, from left: Harold McMillan, World War II; Bob Anderson and Hal Thornton, Vietnam; Millard
Moon and Mark Lowman, Southwest Asia; Russell Spry, Iraq; Ron Bledsoe, China service; and Military
Service Medals to Tom Jones (Navy), Jim Maples (Army) and Steve Pearce (Army). Not Pictured are War
Service Medal recipient Marcus Moon (Southwest Asia) and Military Service recipient Sidney Gaddy (Army).

