TLC’s Rozonda “Chilli”

The Future of TLC, Motherhood & Life as a

ONE third o1 the largest selling American girlgroup of all
fime. Exofic chiseled beauty compoundead by abs 1hat won™
qui. A little girl kst vulneEility when i comes 1o frue love.
Rozoinda "Chilll' Thomas s suiprising by bow ey aboud her osn
legend. You have 1o nudge her 1o remind her of what she and
ellow TLS mambers, Tionne "T-Bo2! Watkis and1he lake Lisa
"Leti-Eye Lopes meain 1o theimesic hdesing andmillicns of ans
who purchasad more than &5 million TLS abums, worldeide.
Chilli is in e of 1he people who are in awe of her, ya, it's
evident thare are siill songs ursung in har hear. She spealks
ol 3 {uture TLC abum witha combination of exciement and
angsi. I's a lbnglime coming, andshe kknows it In the mean-
fime, Chilli has pmadibe ranes of othar music ndusiny hasne
weighls, gracing the judge’s pansl on 1he new 1alent compe-
fition s how, TruTWs Faloe Off — which 2ims 1obres tbe mold
where 1alent competiion TV s concerned. Ten versatile and
talented 12ams compete inthe an o "Faking " by re-creating
o nic pop culiure moments throvgh a combination of dance,
mime, illusion, synchroniciy, ighting and scenery. Thirk Las
\egas spectacular mests the TV show, Fame. As we drilied
from 1opic 10 opic, Shill's demesnor it uo when comeersaion
furnzd o opics of motherhood and the idea of soul mates,
and her fanbase of A-list musiciars. Lady Gaga, Betie Midler
and Prince all courd themselves as proud TLE super fars!

Chilli: They sent over siufl you'd see i Vegas, and perioim-
arss iom ove sess. Once 1hey exgolEned 10 mewhat "Falkdng”
was, | said, "Wow, this is great!" | vaned 10be 3 pad of 1. 115
called Fae Ofl because grouss are given 1themeas 1rom onic
ooveEpls, movies, canoovs, 1ekevision swows — things we are
familiar with. Then, conlestanis have 10 pul their best " Fala!
on il. i’s like when you vaizh something and 1eel lie, "Worr!
That vas almast e 1he onginal!?' That's the ad of Faking —

howe %0 entenain an audience 1he way they do.

Chilli: I's emedainment and | 2njoy entedainmen. My 1hing
. Canthe person capivale me and the audienoz the entire
fime 1they're on s1age? | lowve judging, bul 1's nol easy 1o do.
s not easy 10 mae eveyone hagoy withwhat you gvethem.

Chilli: | dor't want 1o do a Broadway musical, but | kbok at
elemenis like lighting and am interestad as faras |[TLCS]
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shows on s1age... 1hings that could 1aka us 101he nesd level.

Chilli: i's avesome. Kids are the most amazing gifi. My son,
nieczs and goddaugier ane amazng Mas. You can’l sxy boys
are betler than girls or vice versa, it depends onpersonaliy
and howr a parent shapes them, and who s around 10 influ-
encze them. | thirk 1he only dillerence betwesn boys and girls
ts afiention span (laughs). Parens have 1o equip oursehies
orwhatever comes up. We should be the besiwe can be
oruwhatever God gives us. | began irstilling goxod moraks and
valuss in my son since he was small. I1's irmporiant 10 pay
aftertion 10 your child’s personality; youwant 10 hefo shape
fl, ot ot brec your child's spiril. Teensge years are my kst
favorile, thovgh my son s phenomenal and doesnt getin
frouole, teenagers think they know so much [she sighs,
expressing the exasperation of parents averywhere). | i
him, "Tron, I'm 12lling you, | said 1the same 1hing 10 my rmom !
They hanve 10 go through hings 10 mature, gain wisdcim. We
vani 1o shizld them irom thebad — bul we cam.

Chilli: H2 has the music bug. It’s in his DA, he can’t help it.
(lmughs}. | didr't cuide him 1o 1his, bul he's been around il his
whole life. He's a drummer, wries music and he's really good.

Chilli: The last fime we worledwith Dallas was when we did
asong... onginally done for Lady Gaga. She wer 10 him and
said shewanted aTLE record — shewaned a song 1 hat 2k
lice a TLC song; howr we sing together and the messages
e hind what we sing. Dzllss wias the right person 10 go1o. The
song wasnt released, bul overall hegets it. He gets Tionne’s
woz more thananyone, Dallas writes songs perfact for her
voice and, produces her wcals better than ampone. If's a

windvin lie Janet Jackson with Jimmy Jam and Terry Lawis.

Chilli: Beyonee aind Destinng’s Gl towned vith us. | dct mes
tham whenihey were small, but | undzrsiand mesting someons
who ingpires you. Michael Jadeson had 1he "What About Your
Friends" dance in "Remember The Time". | was 10tally in love
with Micha2l Jackson... 10 522 1hat, | coukdy breatye! O Firce
saying, "TLC is my Bvanite group," and you'nre ke "WHAT"?!
Betle Midlker, asiconic 3s she s, covenred Waterialls, and said
really sweetwords in 2 reoznt inenvizw. That's crazy 1o mel,
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Chilli: Criticism | gt 2arly on wasn corstnactive it v ime, bul
| got owver i, and improved mysel. Gz parson who gave ime
sz o perormingwas MG Hamimer, | watchad him pedorm
avery night and it hebad me with my pedomainces. Here

was 1his man with so many people on stage with him, but
he isthe one who sbod out. And 1that was amazing 10 me.



