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Growth of the behavioral approach in the social sciences has
converged with a renewed interest in planning the “optimal environ-
ment with man as the measure” to produce an expanding body of
literature on environmental behavior.! Of the 270 authors listed in
a new directory of behavior and environmental design,? psychol-
ogists number 79, designers 72, planners 29, sociologists 19, and
geographers 18. By contrast only one economist and three engineers
are listed. This emphasis reflects the interests of the compilers, but
also suggests that a new wave of social scientists is starting to take
an interest in problems that have hitherto been regarded primarily
as scientific-technical in nature. Perhaps in hindsight it will be seen
that economists represented the forward edge of the movement
of the social and behavioral sciences into the planning, design, and
management fields. The work of economists has dramatically altered
the approach to natural resources (consider the transformation oc-
curring in the water supply industry).

What will the effects be of behaviorists telling us how to manage
natural resources? A confident answer cannot yet be given to the
question. It seems that the decision-making process will become
more complex. Much more effort may be made to predict the be-
havior and choices that people will make after the implementation
of a plan or project, and quite possibly, better decisions will be
made. The evidence of the book under review, however, is that in
most cases, operational procedures have not yet been worked out
that will be acceptable to resource managers.

The book contains five papers: three by geographers, one by a
psychologist, and one by a three-man group of planners and de-
signers. The editor himself is a geographer, primarily interested in
the philosophical background of perception and attitudes toward
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