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Editorial......

STRENGTH, SWEETNESS AND SHARING

“Go your way, eat the fat, and drink the sweet, and
send portions unto them for whom nothing is prepared: for
this day is holy unto our Lord: neither be ye sorry; for the
joy of the Lord is your strength.” Nehemiah 8:10.

In Ezra’s day revival was built around the Word of the
Lord. He read the word of the Lord in the street which was
before the water gate from the morning (in the margin of my
Bible it'reads from the light) until midday and all the people
were attentive. When he opened the book they all stood up
and Ezra blessed the Lord, the great God and all the people
said “Amen, Amen” and worshipped the Lord. The Word of
the Lord being read at the water gate is quite different from
the scandal connected with the word in our day. Without a
doubt if this had have been done the deceit and dishonesty
would have been greatly diminished, if not done away with
completely —according to how the individual hearers
received and practiced the Word. The Gospel is neither a
funeral or a frolic but a feast and our duty is three fold. We
are “To eat the fat”, feed on the solid and substantial
doctrine of the Book. We are to also “drink the sweet”. The
Word is not only strengthening, but sweetening, Psalms the
19th chapter says, “sweeter also than honey and the
honeycomb.” Some believers are strong but not sweet. It
takes both to bring about true revival. Then we are to “send
portions to them for whom nothing is prepared.” We are to
share—like Samson with his hands full of honey fresh from
the encounter with the lion. The Apostles said “How can we
but speak the things which we have seen and heard.” If
strength and sweetening have come to our hearts through
His Word then it must be shared. We overcome by the blood
of the Lamb and the word of our testimony. “We are
witnesses!”

So the Gospel means Strength, Sweetness and Sharing.
We do not fully experience what God has provided for us
until we participate in all three—God’s family are
participators not Spectators. There is no telling how far this
kingdom of God and His Gospel would have spread if only
those who claim to be one of His would share with those they
meet daily of the strength and sweetness His Word has
provided for all who will partake.

He also said “the joy of the Lord is our strength”. Oh,
what joy there is in feeding upon the Word of God; feasting
at the table of God that is full of all the spiritual food that our
souls ery out for. Undernourished children are cranky,
listless and weak. So are undernourished Christians. We
can’t blame all that on the teachers, the preachers and
others, for we all have access to the Word for ourselves. And
we cannot have the joy, and sweetness to share with others
without the strength of the Word. If you can't find it from
the pupits around you—dig into the Word for yourself.
However, I feel very strongly about the need of a church
home and Christian fellowship. Go to church regularly some-
where. If you feel it disagrees in some portions with the
true Word of God—still go “eat the fish and spit out the
bones”—"take the good and leave the bad”. Worship God
from your heart in the singing of the spiritual songs—feast
upon the Word of God that is given. You can't afford to
starve spiritually —You have to get your spiritual groceries
somewhere or you will die of malnutrition. There are no
perfect churches! Only a perfect Saviour, Jesus Christ the
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Lord! Keep your eyes upon Him. The end of all things is at
hand. We've come too far to turn back now.

So “eat the fat”, “drink the sweet”, “neither be ye
sorry; for the joy of the Lord is your strength” and then we
are ready to share, share, share and share again, by
“sending prtions unto them for whom nothing is prepared.”
The world needs our strong, sweet, joyful witnessing!

nrb

Pansy Miller

Pansy Beatrice Victor, daughter of Benjamin and
Melinda Victor, was born May 31, 1888 in Carterville, Mo.,
departed this life June 28, 1975 at her home in Carterville at
the age of 87 years and 28 days, following an illness of 9
days.

" She was united in Marriage to the late Rev. Elmer
Miller, March 13, 1905 in Jasper County, Mo. To this union
was born 2 sons: Howard V. Miller of Carterville, Mo. and
Leonard E. Miller of Eagle Rock, Mo. who survive.

Other survivors are 3 grandchildren, seven great-
grandchildren, several nieces and nephews, and a host of
friends.

Funeral services were held July 1 in the Hedge Lewis
Funeral Home Chapel, Webb City, Missouri at 10:30 a.m.
Rev. Albert Durham officiated, assisted by Rev. George
Hintergardt. Sis. Dorothy McCance sang accompanied by
Sis Kathryn Cornell. Burial was in Purcell Cemetery,
Purcell, Missouri.
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TAKE TIME TO BE HOLY

by Mary Dewees, Hempstead, Texas

In a recent service a minister told ot a visit to a lay
minister's home. When they went to the table for a meal, a
Bible was laying by each plate. Before asking the blessing,
each person read some Scriptures from the Bible. He didn't
say whether the host choose the verses to be read or
whether each person read a Scripture of his own choosing.

Since hearing of this incident I have thought that it was a
very profitable “ritual” for both young and old. I am sure
there would be less indigestion, and also, each one would be
better prepared for the tests and trials of the day.

Then I thought of the old hymn by Thoro Harris.

TAKE-TIME TO BE HOLY
1.
Take time to be holy, Speak oft with the Lord,
Abide in Him always And feed on His word;
Make friends of God's children, Help those who are weak,
Forgetting in nothing His blessing to seek.
Refrain
Take time to be holy, Let Him be they Guide,
And run not before Him, Whatsoe’er thy path betide.
In joy or in sorrow Still follow thy Lord;
Look up to Jesus, trusting His unchanging word.
t)

Take time to be holy: The world rushes on,
Spend much time in secret With Jesus alone.

By looking to Jesus Like Him thou shalt be:

Thy friends in thy conduct His likeness shall see.
3.

Take time to be holy; Be calm in thy soul,

Each tho't and each motive beneath His control.
Thus led by His Spirit to fountains of love,

Thou soon shalt be fitted for service above.

During the time of Moses, the Israelites were told to set
aside a time for meditation.

Deut. 6:4-9

4 Hear, O Is'ra-el: the Lord our God is one Lord:

5 And thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thine
heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy might.

6 And these words, which I command thee this day, shall
be in thine heart:

7 And thou shalt teach them diligently unto thy children,
and shalt talk of them when thou sittest in thine house, and
when thou walkest by the way, and when thou liest down,
and when thou risest up.

8 And thou shalt bind them for a sign upon thine hand, and
they shall be as frontlets between thine eyes.

9 And thou shalt write them upon the posts of thy
house, and on thy gates.

Daniel prayed three times a day. Dan. 6:10.

10 Now when Dan'iel knew that the writing was signed,
he went into his house; and his windows being open in his
chamber toward Je-ru’sa-lem, he kneeled upon his knees
three times a day, and prayed, and gave thanks before his
God. as he did aforetime.

In Ephesians 1:4 and 5:27 Paul tells us that we must be
holy. Eph. 1:4- According as he hath chosen us in him before
the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and
without blame before him in love;

Eph. 5:27-That he might present it to himself a glorious
church, not having spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing; but
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that it should be holy and without blemish.

Also in Hebrews 12:14 we are told that we must follow
holiness. Heb. 12:14- Follow peace with all men, and
holiness, without which no man shall see the Lord:

I am glad I was taught these Scriptures, and that God
gave me a believing heart so that I can prepare myself for
His Soon Return.

HE TOUCHED ME
by Melvin Shepherd

When I was a child I accepted Christ into my heart and I
served the Lord during my youth. After going into the
armed forces I began to let my Christian experience slip
away, and before long I found myself deep in Sin. For
several years I lived in sin, but no matter what I did or
where I would go, I could never escape the committment I
had made to God. I became very selfish and tried to find
happiness in gaining material things but the more I would
get, the more I wanted. I was a man most miserable.

For the greater part of my life I had experienced back
trouble and in 1970 I suffered crushed discs which resulted
in deteriation of the spine. These conditions and God moving
upon my life brought about a great change of direction for
me.

In the course of my illness I underwent surgery on five
different occasions. The first three surgeries involved trans-
ferring bone from my hip to my spine and were extremely
painful. The last two operations involved the nerves and left
me partially paralyzed. Following these surgeries I still
lived in constant pain in spite of braces and electrodes to
help control the pain.

During this time I had decided to work for God and
serve him, in spite of the condition my body was in. He had
been doing a marvelous spiritual work in my life and I had
been able to spend a great deal of time in Bible study and
prayer.

During the 1975 Baxter Springs, Kansas Youth Camp I
began to feel the symptoms of a recurrance of the disc
problem. The condition worsened quickly and I hardly was
able to get around at all.

I had been prayed for at the camp, but on Wednesday
evening I felt a special need to get to the meeting and pray
at the altar service. While I was praying one of the brethren
who had a special burden for me came over and began
praying and weeping. I felt the tears fall on the back of my
neck, though at the time I didn’t know what it was. At the
moment I felt this, the pain began to leave my body.

By the next morning I could climb up and down hills and
even walked among the rocks along the river. (I do want to
mention that the devil attempted to bring the pain back, but
I began to pray in The Spirit and satan was repulsed.) At
this writing I am still well and enjoying God's blessing of
health. I have not worn the braces or the electrodes and
have felt no need for them.

In addition to the obvious work God has done, I now
have the use of organs which were partially incapacitated by
my condition. My legs even became sore because I have the
use of muscles that have been in disuse for some time.

I praise God that His Word has proven true. We had
decided to rely on God's Word instead of the disheartening
opinions of the doctor, even before the healing work took
place. I am confident that we will not be disappointed as we
stand on the Word and eive the glory to God.
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CHURCH

GROWTH

DECISION magazine has just brought to a close its
extended report on “Great Churches of Today,” which
involved a survey of 18 outstanding local churches on three
continents over a period of several years. It has been an
enlightening and heartening assignment. We found that
certain characteristics were common to all of these
churches:

PRAYER. All the churches studied placed so much
emphasis on prayer that it could be said that nothing of
importance took place in the church life without prayer.
Half-nights of prayer, prayer breakfasts, staff prayers,
prayer retreats, daily regular prayer sessions, healing
services, laying-on-of-hands, were ali part of the pattern,
depending on the church. I Thes. 5:17.

WITNESSING. A good proportion of the congregation
was actively engaged in sharing a personal knowledge of
Jesus Christ with others. This was done by individual
activity, through small groups, visitation and penetration
teams, or in the body life of the church. Acts 1:8

CONVERSIONS. People were actually being saved in
these churches, weekly and even daily (Acts 2:47). In many
of them a holy expectation was present whenever the
congregation gathered. People wondered, “Who will be
next?” Teams of laymen and young people were leading
others to Christ not just in the neighborhoood, but as far
away as Hawaii, Korea, and Japan.

JOY. The people liked to walk through the church doors;
it was a good place to be. But it was more than a clubby
atmosphere; people were talking about the Lord, telling of
answers to prayer, praising God. Nehenniah 8:10

PREACHING. Messages delivered from the pulpit were
well prepared, Bible-based, with good outlines and effective
use of illustrations. The preacher did his homework.

OUTREACH. Each church was investing heavily in
national and international mission activity. Some were
involved in inner-city work, some in special ministries to the
deaf, the retarded, senior citizens, vacationers on the
beaches. All were budgeting up to and even beyond 50 per
cent for missionary causes.

FAMILY LIFE. Each of the congregations cultivated a
warm church family atmosphere. Even though the
membership was growing by leaps and bounds, the pastoral
team managed to convey the impression of ministering to a
small, intimate family.

LEADERSHIP. The prima donna complex was absent
from the church’s leadership. A gracious reciprocal spirit
permeated staff relationships filtered through the congrega-
tion.

LOVE. The most important quality common to all the
churches was the spirit of love that embraced everyone who
walked through the church doors, regardless of background,
status, skin color, or life-style. There were no walls or false
faces people seemed eager to bear each other’s burdens. The
pastors’ love for the people was expressed, accepted, and
returned. I Cor. 13
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SCRIPTURE. The entire educational program of the
church was built around the Bible. Not only did the pastors
preach from Scripture, the people were learning to use it
through discipleship training. The absolute authority of
Scripture was accepted in every one of the churches. 2 Tim.
2:15.

No doubt other factors (e.g., music, stewardship) were
also responsible for the astonishing growth of the 18
churches studied by DECISION. These ten points, however,
compel our attention. We believe further that if any church
seeks to pursue them with determination, it will find God
blessing its own congregational life with solid, Spirit-filled
growth.

Mr. and Mrs. Dennis Graham, who attended Bible
School in 1974 are living at 4436 Juniper, Wichita, Kansas
and they are the new Youth Directors at Faith Chapel there.
They are also proud to announce the birth of their new little
son, Timothy Paul, born May 8, 1975. He weighed 9 lbs. 15
oz. They send greetings to all their Bible School friends.

Mr. and Mrs. Gary Cloke are the proud parents of a son
named Gary Scott, born March 24, 1975. He weighed 7
pounds and was 18 inches long. The grandparents are Mr.
and Mrs. Adrian Thomas of Choctaw, Oklahoma. Great-
grandparents are Mrs. Charles Thomas of Choctaw and Mrs.
Dora Fry of Oklahoma City. Mrs. Adrian Thomas is the
former Alice Fry of Galena, Kansas.

Roger and Kay Denton of Pasadena, Texas are the proud
parents of a son, Chad Edward, born May 22.

Grandparents are Rev. & Mrs. Ralph E. Denton,
Pasadena, Texas; and Mr. & Mrs. Claude E. Price, Galena,
Kansas.

Mr. and Mrs. Don Miller are the proud parents of a
baby girl, Paula Jo Miller, born June 12, 1975. She was 19V-
inches long and weighed 7 pounds. The proud Grandparents
are Mr. and Mrs. Willis Zuck of Del City, Oklahoma.

GOD’S PERFECT
LOVE

The storms rage...fear arises in the heart...it beats faster
and faster. Where is safety? There are many storms raging
today...storms of all kinds...physical ones, emotional ones,
mental ones, and spiritual ones. Each storm carries with it
fear. Where is safety? It's found in God’s Word which first of
all tells us that “perfect love casteth out all fear”. Let’s
discuss this “perfect love” as safety in spiritual storms.

What is “perfect love”? It’s God’s love. Eph. 4:32, “And be
ye kind one to another, tenderhearted, forgiving one
another, even as God for Christ’s sake hath forgiven you.”
Jer. 31:3, “The Lord hath appeared of old unto me. saying,
vea, I have loved thee with an EVERLASTING LOVE...”.
Col. 3:10, “And have put on the new man, which is renewed
in knowledge AFTER THE IMAGE of Him that created
him."” Phil. 2:5, “Let this mind be in you, which was also in
Christ Jesus.”

by Yvonna Whiteley Logan, Okla.
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