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ThePrimarqPyrpose
of the

Bookof"Moi'mon
by Raymond C. Treat
f you were to ask severalBook
of Mormon believers the question, "What is the primary
purpose of the Book of Mormon?"
most, if not all, would answer,"to
the convincingof thefew and Gentile
that fesusis the Christ." This is a
purpose of the Book of Mormon but
not the primarypurpose.
The primary purpose of the Book
of Mormon is to restorea knowledge
of the covenantsto the seedof
Lehi-the Lamanites-who are a
remnant of the houseof Israel.
(Lamanitesin this senseis a term
which includes other Book of
Mormon tribes becausethey became
Lamanitesspiritually tD&C 3:10e1).
The title page of the Book of
Mormon, which was written by
Moroni, plainly reveals the primary
purpose through the Hebrew style of
writing in parallel thoughts.
A

written to the l-amanites which are
a remnant of the house of Israel;

B

and also to |ew and Gentile . . .
to show unto the remnant of the

A'

house of Israel . . . that they
may know the covenants of the
Lord. . .
B' and also to the convincing of the
Jew and Gentile that jesus is the
Christ. . . [emphasis addedl

This is a Hebrew poetry style

called alternating parallelism (see
RecentBookof MormonDeaelopments,
vol.2,1992:14). Oncethe poetry
style has beenidentified, the structure of the poetry tells us how the
parts fit together. A fits with A'to
give us the primary purpose. Notice
that A' says the remnant, referring to
the Lamanites. B goeswith B' to
give us the secondurypurpose.
The secondurypurpose tells us
that the Book of Mormon is for
everyone,becauseeveryoneis either
a Jew or a Gentile. The primary
purpose tells us that the Book of
Mormon is to restore a knowledge of
the covenantsto the Lamanites. This
is the primary purpose not only
becauseA comesbefore B but
becausethe Book of Mormon is the
Lamanites'history, and God
covenantedwith their fathers that
their testimonies would come to
their seedin the last days.
Suffice it to say, the primary
purpose of the Book of Mormon is to
restore a knowledge of the covenants
to the Lamanites. Is it possiblethat
the RestorationMovement has
suffered becausewe have treated the
Book of Mormon lightly (D&C 83:8)
and that our eyeshave therefore
been blinded to the primary purpose
becauseof the incorrect tradition
(D&C 90:6c)of putting B beforeA?
Putting B before A takes our eyes

off two things, the covenantsand the
Lamanites.
The Covenants
There is abundant evidence in the
Book of Mormon about the importanceof the covenants.Not only did
Moroni begin the Book of Mormon
with this subjectin the title page but
he also ended the book with this
subject. In the last verseof the Book
of Mormon, Moroni 10:31,Moroni
saysfarewell. Therefore,the verse
just beforethat is the last versewith
information other than that dealing
with Moroni's farewell:
And again,
If ye by the graceof God are perfect in
Christ and deny not his power,
Then are ye sanctified in Christ by the
graceof God through the shedding
of the blood of Christ,
Which is in the couenantof the Father
unto the remission of your sins
That ye becomeholy without spot
[emphasisaddedJ. Moroni 10:30
An entire article could be written
about how the contents of this verse
center around the subject of our
covenant. Perfection and sanctification in Christ are received as a result
of our covenant relationship.
|ust to show that ending the Book
of Mormon with the subject of the
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, . , thot they (the remnont of the houseof lsroel)may know the covenontsof the Lord , ,

covenantwas not accidental,lookat
Moroni's first ending. Moroni's
father Mormon wrote the first three
chaptersof his own book and after
his death Moroni finished it by
writing chapter four. It is obvious
from the context of this chapter that
Moroni thought this was the last he
would be able to write:
. . . and may God the Father remember the coaenant which he hath
made with the house of Israel;
And may he bless them for ever,
through faith on the name of jesus

he is, and if he cameto die so we
which shall be of greatworthunto
could have a covenant,and he did,
our seed,
then the covenant must be the most
And it shall also be of worth unto the
important subject in the word of
Gentiles;
God.
And not only unto the Gentiles but
Once we understand this we can
unto all the house of Israel,
Unto the makingknownof thecoaenants appreciatemore fully how important
it is to recognizethe A part of the
of the Father of heaven unto
title page poetry as the primary
Abraham, saying,
purpose of the Book of Mormon and
"In thy seedshall all the kindreds of
concentrateon the fulfillment of this
the earth be blessed" [emphasis
1 Nephi 7:77,"1.9-20 purpose before trying to convince
addedl.

Notice the similarity of this
referenceto the title page. Nephi
says first that the marvelous work
Christ. Amen [emphasis added].
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purpose of the Book of Mormon to
that the primary purpose of the
restorea knowledge of the covenants
RestorationMovement is associated
to the Lamanitesbut that this is also
with covenants:
the primary purpose of the Restoration Movement.
Butbehold,thereshallbemanyat
Hebrews 9:]4-77 establishesthe
that day when I shall proceedto
importanceof the covenantby
do a maraelouswork among them,
telling us that ]esusChrist cameto
That I may remember my coaenants
die so that we could have a covenant:
which I have made unto the
children of men,
That I may set my hand again the
secondtime to recover my people
which are of the houseof Israel;
And also that I may remember the
promises which I have made unto
thee, Nephi,
And also unto thy father. . . [emphasis
addedl
From this reference we learn that
the Lord is going to do a marvelous
work that he may remember his
covenants. As we see from these
words of Nephi, the term "marvelous work" refers to the Restoration
Movement:
And after that our seedis scattered,
The Lord God will proceedto do a
maraelouswork among the Gentiles

How much more shall the blood of
Christ . . . purge your conscience
from dead works to serve the
living God?
And for this cause he is the mediator
of the new covenant, that by
means of death for the redemption of the transgressions that
were under the first covenant
They which are called might receive
the promise of eternal inheritance;
For where a covenant is, there must
also of necessity be the death of
the victim.
For a covenant is of force after the
victim is dead,
Otherwise it is of no strength at all
while the victim liveth.

If JesusChrist is the most important figure in the word of God, and

the rest of the world, which is the B
part. To concentrateon the B part is
to ignore the covenant,and to ignore
the covenant is to be without the
power of God, and without the
power of God we will not be able to
accomplisheither purpose.
The covenant relationship, which
is a relationship of total consecration
in which you "die" to self and give
all to the Lord, is the key to receiving
the power of God, or in other words,
the endowment.
One of the stepsin making an
ancient Hebrew covenant is the
exchangeof weaponsbelts,meaning
you will defend the life of the other
person even to the losing of your
own life, if necessary.This is a type
and shadow for the kind of covenant
relationshipthe Lord wants to have
with us spiritually. If we give the
Lord our weapons belt, then he will
give us his, and his weaponsbelt
containsall the power we will need
to accomplishthe Lord's pu{poses.
The Lamanites
The Book of Mormon is an
accuratehistory of real people with
real descendants.Book of Mormon
believers have been nurturing
incorrecttraditions about Book of
Mormon geographyfor several
generations.Thesehave helped to
cloud our vision concerningthe
location of the Lamanites. Certainlv
Book of Mormon descendants.orre.
a large area,especiallybecauseof
the extensivemigrations made from
the homeland. Nevertheless,most of
the people stayedhome. This is
where we can expect to find the
largestconcentrationof Book of
Mormon descendants.
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Onedayaslwas runningdownthestepsto thelaundry
Isaiah53:4ranswiftlythroughmy mind:

Salvation:Not ]ust
For the Life to Come
A Testimony
by Mary LeeTreat
Surely he hath borne our sicknesses
and carried our pains,
Yet we did esteem him stricken,
smitten of God and afflicted
[emphasis added].

I stopped instantly becauseI
recognizedthe Lord was speakingto
me. As a rule, I have difficulty
quoting scripture verbatim, so
whenever an exactscripfure quotation runs through my mind, I know
the Lord is using his word to communicatewith me.
This day I also recognized that the
key words in the scripture were the
literal Hebrew translation found in
the Book of Mormon (Alma 5:20-21)
and not the usual King james

I immediately
thoughtthe
LordTnas
preparingmefor
a majorillnessor disaster
.

t

.
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translation. We had just published
the article on Hebraismsby Angela
Crowell in which she gives this
example(seeRecentBookof Mormon
v ol. 2, 1992:9).
Deaelopments,
As the meaning of this scripture
cameto the front of my mind, I
immediately thought the Lord was
preparing me for a major illness or
disasterin my family. But then these
words cameswiftly: "If you can
trust me for your eternalsalvation,
why can't you trust me for your

physical salvation in this lifetime?"
This concept presentedby the
Lord seemedso logical and simple.
Even though I didn't fully comprehend it, I resolved immediately to
trust him for everything: finances,
health, family relationships, etc.
I knew that Isaiah was using the
prophetic perfecttense,as explained
in the Hebraism article (seeRecent
Bookof MormonDeaelopments,
vol. 2,
1992:7-8).This meansthat although
the event was several hundred years
in the future, he spoke of it as though
it had alreadycometo pass.
I also knew that there is no past or
future tensein Hebrew. An action is
either complete or incomplete. In
other words, our physical and spiritual salvation was provided from the
foundation of the world and completed by Christ on the cross. Our work
is to believe and receive that gift.
Most of us have no problem
receiving the gift of eternal life but
draw a line between life in the flesh
and life after death. By doing so we
incorrectly relegatethe gift of
salvation to the life in the next
world. I believethis is what the
Lord was trying to tell me that day.
I receivedanother confirmation
that salvation is for the now as well
as the next life when Iread Our
FatherAbrsham,bv Marvin Wilson:
The Hebrew verb yasha means "to
save" or "to deliverr" and the noun
yeshu'ah,"salvation," derives from it.
In the Hebrew Bible, this verb is not
used in the sense of "escape to

I resolaed
immediately
to
trusthimfor eaerything:
health,
finances,
family
relationships,
etc.
heaven." Rather, a careful study of its
many occurrencesrevealsthat the
main idea is "to liberate," "to deliver
from evil," or "to free from oppression." . . . God is frequently pictured
saving his people from external evils
[in the Old Testament] . . . The same
Hebraic conceptof salvation-one
that embracesan earthly deliverance-is also found in the New
Testament(Wilson 7989:779).
The author points out that the
concept of salvation only for the next
life came into existence in the middle
or dark ages (Wilson 1989:778).
Unfortunately this incorrect tradition
is very much alive in the thinking of
most of us today.
It has been several years since the
Lord spoke to me about trusting him
for the here and now. As my understanding of the true meaning of salvation has grown, so has my ability
to trust him for my total salvationnow and in the life to come. g,r1
REFERENCECITED
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Michigan.

There should be no doubt whatsoeverin the minds of anyone
conversantwith Book of Mormon
archaeologyand geographythat the
Book of Mormon homeland is
known today as Mesoamerica(see
RecentBookof MormonDeaelopments,
vol. 2, 1992:727-724).Mesoamerica
is an archaeologicalterm for the area
which includessouthernMexico,
Guatemala,Belize(formerly British
Honduras) and the westernparts of
Honduras and El Salvador.
The largestIndian group in Mesoamerica,the Maya, has an estimated
population of over four million. The
Maya are locatedprimarily in
Guatemala,the Yucatanpeninsula
and Belize. This is the areainhabited
by the Nephites,Lamanites,
Mulekites and even someJaredites
during Book of Mormon times.
It is safeto say that the estimated
29Mayanlanguagesstill spokenare
spokenby the direct descendantsof
the Nephites,Lamanitesand
Mulekites (seeRecentBookof Mormon
v ol. 2, 7992:133-1
Deaelopments,
36).
It is also safeto say that we as a
people have ignored the main
population of Lamanitesuntil very
recently. Although somework is
being done, we are all under obligation to ask the Lord what he wants

eachof us to do about our Book of
Mormon stewardshipin the work of
restoring a knowledge of the covenantsof the Lord to the Lamanites.
The idea that the primary purpose
of the Book of Mormon is to restorea
knowledge of the covenantsto the
remnant of the houseof Israel,
primarily Lamanites,is not new with
this article but it is an idea that needs
to be kept uppermostin our thinking.
We need to ponder, study and
pray over the implications of the
messageof the Book of Mormon title
page. We need first to insure that
we have a personalcovenantrestored to us beforewe can assistin
restoring it to others.
The messageto restorethe
covenantis not going to go away.
The title "Book of Mormon" symbolically means"Book of the Restoration of the Covenant" (seeRecent
Bookof MormonDeaelopments,
vol.2,
1992:44-45).
God's covenantsare
going to be fulfilled.
The successof our future, as Book
of Mormon believers,will depend on
our willingness to put first things
first. A always comesbeforeB. p*l
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