In the Name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Grace and Peace to you from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ and may our Lord and Savior sanctify you in the truth, for His word is truth. Amen
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“Sanctify them in the truth; your word is truth. As you sent me into the world, so I have sent them into the world. And for their sake I consecrate myself, that they also may be sanctified in truth.” (John 17:17–19, ESV) 

The shortness of life and the tragedies which befall us as we walk through this Valley of Tears make us all the more grateful for the blessings God brings into our lives, besides our greatest blessing, the gift of faith, we give thanks for the blessings of happiness, security, and on this special day, we give thanks for a mother’s love. Today, the world sets aside time to honor mothers for nurturing and caring for children as only a mother can. However, setting aside one special day of the year to honor our mother is more than a Hallmark Card idea. Setting aside a day to honor mother’s, which began in our country at the beginning of the twentieth century because of the efforts of Anna Jarvis, is much more than an Anna Jarvis’ idea, it is God’s command; the Fourth Commandment: “Honor your father and mother,” which predates this uniquely American concept by thousands of years. An although God promises that if we honor our mothers, “it may go well with [us] and [we] may live long in the land” (Ephesians 6:3, ESV) honoring our father and our mother as God would have us do can only be done if our lives are directed by God’s Word. If indeed our lives are Sanctified by the Truth of God’s Word, which brings us to our text for this morning.
Jesus, having finished eating the Passover meal with His apostles, and is now ready to leave the Upper Room to cross the brook Kidron and enter the garden of Gethsemane, closes the evening with prayer. This prayer, which has become known as the High Priestly Prayer is also His farewell prayer to His apostles. It is a prayer of intercession, one that seeks God’s protection for those whom He will leave behind. He prays; “I have given them the words that you gave me, and they have received them and have come to know in truth that I came from you; and they have believed that you sent me. I am praying for them. I am not praying for the world but for those whom you have given me, for they are yours … I am no longer in the world, but they are in the world, and I am coming to you. Holy Father, keep them in your name, which you have given me, that they may be one, even as we are one.” (John 17:8-9, 11, ESV) Like a mother guarding her children, Jesus seeks protection for those whom He will leave behind when He ascends into heaven. His desire is that of a mother hen, to gather His children under His wings (Luke 13:34, ESV). 
At His ascension Jesus will leave His followers to live in a world that is a godless and angry place; a world filled with spirits contrary to the will of God. Spirits whose sole purpose is to destroy what God has created and what God loves, especially His children. The world cannot abide in a Christian community or a Christian church because it is contrary the world’s way of life. Yet, as persecuted as we are, the Church, driven by the love of Christ, seeks to save as many as possible from the damning culture of the world. A world that does not focus on God, but a world centered on man and his ambitions, a world which teaches the glorification of man.

However, the Church seeks what God desires, to have all men “be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth” (1 Tim. 2:4 ESV). But, the spirit of the evil one is strong and his sway over the world is not easily broken. The evil one presents a clear and present danger for the children of man and the children of God. Eager though to rescue these children, the Church uses the only force that can rescue, protect and preserve; our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ and His Word of the Gospel.
On this day when we recall how loving our mothers were, do you remember your mom warning you not to associate with so-and-so because they were a bad influence on you? Or, do you remember your mom reinforcing the importance of family, of staying together, of loving one another, and of always being there for one another? You mom did this because she was concerned for your welfare, both in the present and in the future. So, too, does our Lord Jesus warn us against the dangers which would separate us from His family, from being His brother or sister. So, He prays; “I do not ask that you take them out of the world, but that you keep them from the evil one” (v. 15). Jesus prayed this petition because He knew the work of the disciples and all future believers would be more than simply warring against flesh and blood. He knew those who followed Him would be required to wage war against the evil one. All the hatred of the world against the disciples of Christ is inspired by Satan. Thus, the disciples of Christ need divine care. St. Paul warns us, “For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the cosmic powers over this present darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly places.” (Ephesians 6:12, ESV) Therefore, to overcome these spiritual forces of evil we need God’s help, we need God’s Word to be our shield against the evil one.
God desires that we be unified in doctrine and theology, in worship and practice, because He knows this is the only sure defense against a world set on your destruction. Therefore, rather than being unified on man’s theology; that which glorifies man, the Church is to be unified in God’s Word; that which alone is the bedrock of true doctrine and theology, of true worship and practice, worship which alone seeks to glorify God while bringing comfort to repentant sinners through God’s promise of forgiveness because of the atoning sacrifice of His Son, our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. Thus, Jesus petitions His heavenly Father to ensure that we will remain in perfect unity with Him and in perfect unity with each other, as the communion of saints, remaining in true Word and Sacrament ministry which proclaims forgiveness, healing, witness, and loving service to each other, that which is essential lest the world overcome us.
Desiring all to remain in the unity of the one apostolic Church, Christ ordained the office of the Holy Ministry, therefore, pastors are to exhort their congregations to continue their sanctified walk with God by making diligent use of holy Scripture in private and public worship. St. Paul instructed Timothy to, “continue in what you have learned and have firmly believed, knowing from whom you learned it and how from childhood you have been acquainted with the sacred writings, which are able to make you wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus” (2 Tim. 3:14-15 ESV). We cannot know God’s Will for us without knowing what He has revealed to us through the inspired words of Holy Scripture. Thus, Jesus, in His High Priestly prayer, prays, “Sanctify them in the truth; your word is truth” (v. 17). Jesus makes it plain; the truth is not a worldly concept of truth, but God’s holy Word. His Word which guides us by His commandments; His Word of sanctified living, and His Word of grace; His Word leading us to His Sacramental means of grace, His means of forgiveness and life eternal. No other writing in all the world opens the doors of heaven to us except Holy Scripture.
As your mom encouraged you to seek friendships with others because of their good and respectful ways, a good pastor urges his congregation to continue living the sanctified life by seeking the company and companionship of fellow Christians, working with them in the holy task of spreading the Gospel; attending Divine worship frequently where the Word is proclaimed in all its truth and purity and the Sacraments are distributed according to God’s commands. Where one can partake of the Lord’s Supper frequently thus receiving the forgiveness of sins and the strengthening of their faith. Moreover, a good pastor will encourage his congregation to witness for Christ in all they do or say, because Christ has called them out of darkness into His marvelous light. Furthermore, a good pastor will encourage his congregation to pray regularly for themselves, for their fellow Christians, for their congregations, and for all mankind. He will remind them to lay their sins on Jesus, the spotless Lamb of God, daily repenting of the evil they have done and the good they have failed to do; and by living every day as though Jesus died yesterday, rose today, and is coming back tomorrow.
Our Lord Jesus prayed, “As you sent me into the world, so I have sent them into the world.  (v. 18). You are ambassadors for Christ and ministers of reconciliation (2 Cor. 18, 20); therefore, Christ sends each of you into the world to proclaim the Truth, that even though we were still sinners, Christ died for us and through His death; God is reconciled to the world. Therefore, hold fast to God’s holy Word, the word I preach to you; hold fast to your confession that you believe in the sin atoning sacrifice of Jesus; and hold fast to the hope that is set before you, Jesus Christ and Him crucified. Thus, having been sanctified in the truth, you are now able to live the sanctified life, walking firmly in the Truth of God’s Word. Amen.
May the Peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus. Amen. 
