Sunday, March 22, 2026 — 9:30 a.m.
Fifth Sunday in Lent

TODAY’S FOCUS: TRANSFORMATION. The faith that transforms us is more than an intellectual
assent to a theological construct. It is to stake our lives on the Triune God and join Martha’s
confession, “Yes, Lord, | believe!”

PRELUDE — Brendan Krueger
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS — Lin
*PASSING THE PEACE OF CHRIST — Lin

*OPENING HYMN UMH #707 “Hymn of Promise”
1 In the bulb there is a flower; in the seed, an apple tree;

in cocoons, a hidden promise, butterflies will soon be free!

In the cold and snow of winter there’s a spring that waits to be,
Unrevealed until its season something God alone can see.

2. There’s a song in every silence, seeking word and melody;
There’s a dawn in every darkness, bringing hope to you and me.
For the past will come the future; what it holds, a mystery,
Unrevealed until its season something God alone can see.

3. In our end is our beginning; in our time, infinity;

In our doubt there is believing; in our life, eternity.

In our death, a resurrection; at the last, a victory,
Unrevealed until its season something God alone can see.

*CALL TO WORSHIP from Psalm 130 — Bonnie Clark

One: Out of the depths | cry to my God, “Lord, hear my voice! Let your ears be attentive to
the voice of my supplications!”

Many: We cry to God, and God hears.

One: |If the Lord should mark iniquities, who could stand? But there is forgiveness with our
God, so the Lord may be revered.

Many: We wait for the Lord.

One: My soul waits, and in God’s word | hope; my soul waits for the Lord more than those
who watch for the morning,



Many: more than those who watch for the morning.

One: Olsrael, hope in the LORD! For with the LORD there is steadfast love, and with him is
great power to redeem.

Many: The Lord will redeem us from all its iniquities.

ALL: Praise the Lord!

OPENING PRAYER — Lin

SPECIAL MUSIC — Rinn Choir “Come and Fill Our Hearts”

HYMN TFWS #2233  “Where Children Belong”

CHILDREN'’S STORY — Sue Mercer

SCRIPTURE: John 11:1-45 — Bonnie Clark, Lin Cheek, Shelly Anderson, Brian Cheek

1 Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister Martha.

2 Mary was the one who anointed the Lord with perfume and wiped his feet with her hair; her
brother Lazarus was ill. 3 So the sisters sent a message to Jesus, "Lord, he whom you love is ill."
4 But when Jesus heard it, he said, "This illness does not lead to death; rather, it is for God's
glory, so that the Son of God may be glorified through it." > Accordingly, though Jesus loved
Martha and her sister and Lazarus, ® after having heard that Lazarus was ill, he stayed two days
longer in the place where he was. ” Then after this he said to the disciples, "Let us go to Judea
again." & The disciples said to him, "Rabbi, the Jews were just now trying to stone you, and are
you going there again?" 2 Jesus answered, "Are there not twelve hours of daylight? Those who
walk during the day do not stumble because they see the light of this world. ° But those who
walk at night stumble because the light is not in them." 1! After saying this, he told them, "Our
friend Lazarus has fallen asleep, but | am going there to awaken him." 12 The disciples said to
him, "Lord, if he has fallen asleep, he will be all right." 13 Jesus, however, had been speaking
about his death, but they thought that he was referring merely to sleep. * Then Jesus told them
plainly, "Lazarus is dead. > For your sake | am glad | was not there, so that you may believe. But
let us go to him." *® Thomas, who was called the Twin, said to his fellow disciples, "Let us also
go, that we may die with him." 7 When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus had already been
in the tomb four days. ® Now Bethany was near Jerusalem, some two miles away, ° and many
of the Jews had come to Martha and Mary to console them about their brother. 2° When
Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went and met him, while Mary stayed at home.

21 Martha said to Jesus, "Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died. 2% But
even now | know that God will give you whatever you ask of him." 23 Jesus said to her, "Your
brother will rise again." 2* Martha said to him, "I know that he will rise again in the resurrection
on the last day." 2° Jesus said to her, "l am the resurrection and the life. Those who believe in



me, even though they die, will live, 26 and everyone who lives and believes in me will never die.
Do you believe this?" 27 She said to him, "Yes, Lord, | believe that you are the Messiah, the Son
of God, the one coming into the world." 22 When she had said this, she went back and called her
sister Mary and told her privately, "The Teacher is here and is calling for you." 2° And when she
heard it, she got up quickly and went to him. 3° Now Jesus had not yet come to the village but
was still at the place where Martha had met him. 3! The Jews who were with her in the house
consoling her saw Mary get up quickly and go out. They followed her because they thought that
she was going to the tomb to weep there. 32 When Mary came where Jesus was and saw him,
she knelt at his feet and said to him, "Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have
died." 33 When Jesus saw her weeping and the Jews who came with her also weeping, he was
greatly disturbed in spirit and deeply moved. 3* He said, "Where have you laid him?" They said
to him, "Lord, come and see." 3 Jesus began to weep. 3° So the Jews said, "See how he loved
him!" 37 But some of them said, "Could not he who opened the eyes of the blind man have kept
this man from dying?" 38 Then Jesus, again greatly disturbed, came to the tomb. It was a cave,
and a stone was lying against it. 3° Jesus said, "Take away the stone." Martha, the sister of the
dead man, said to him, "Lord, already there is a stench because he has been dead four days."

40 Jesus said to her, "Did I not tell you that if you believed you would see the glory of God?"

41 5o they took away the stone. And Jesus looked upward and said, "Father, | thank you for
having heard me. %2 | knew that you always hear me, but | have said this for the sake of the
crowd standing here, so that they may believe that you sent me." 4> When he had said this, he
cried with a loud voice, "Lazarus, come out!" 4 The dead man came out, his hands and feet
bound with strips of cloth and his face wrapped in a cloth. Jesus said to them, "Unbind him, and
let him go." > Many of the Jews therefore, who had come with Mary and had seen what Jesus
did believed in him.

MESSAGE “Transformation” Rev. Lin Cheek

RESPONSIVE HYMN TFWS #2158 “Just A Closer Walk With Thee”
REFRAIN: Just a closer walk with thee, grant it, Jesus, is my plea,
Daily walking close to thee: Let it be, dear Lord, let it be.

11 am weak, but thou art strong; Jesus, keep me from all wrong;
I'll be satisfied as long as | walk, let me walk close to thee. REFRAIN

2. Through this world of toil and snares, if | falter, Lord, who cares?
Who with me my burden shares? None but thee, dear Lord, none but thee. REFRAIN

3. When my feeble life is o’er time for me will be no more;
Guide me gently, safely o’er to thy shore, dear Lord, to thy shore. REFRAIN

OFFERTORY — Brendan Krueger



*DOXOLOGY UMH #94

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION — Bonnie Clark

All: O God of life and love, even when we have experienced the depths of despair, the pain of
loss, the uncertainty of change, you have placed before us the reality of new life and
possibility. Your miracles of transformation are beyond our understanding; yet, in awe of
your greatness, we bring our gifts of time, talent, and treasure, and commit them to your
service, in the name of Jesus the Christ. Amen.

PASTORAL PRAYER & LORD’S PRAYER — Lin

All: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses as
we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from
evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

*CLOSING HYMN UMH #383  “This is a Day of New Beginnings” (vs 1-4)
1 This is a day of new beginnings, time to remember and move on,
Time to believe what love is bringing, laying to rest the pain that’s gone.

2. For by the life and death of Jesus, God’s mighty Spirit, now as then,
Can make for us a world of difference, as faith and hope are born again.

3. Then let us, with the Spirit’s daring, step from the past and leave behind
Our disappointment, guilt, and grieving, seeking new paths, and sure to find.

4. Christ is alive, and goes before us to show and share what love can do.
This is a day of new beginnings; our God is making all things new.

*BENEDICTION — Lin

POSTLUDE — Brendan Krueger

Prelude/Postlude—Brendan Krueger Accomp.— Brendan Krueger
Offertory— Brendan Krueger Song Leader — Shelly Anderson
Organ — Betsy Foushee Violin — Rae Ann Norell

Liturgist —Bonnie Clark Children’s Message— Sue Mercer

Special Music: Rinn Choir



