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“benediction, commission, and the gift of the Holy Spirit.” John 20:19-31 (NRSVUE)
Vicar Vince Piekarski

[bookmark: _Hlk191395563]It is with Easter joy that I offer “Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.” (2 Corinthians 1:2, NRSVUE) (2) Amen.
It is also with Easter joy that we all can announce and proclaim that Jesus Christ is Risen… He is Risen Indeed!
A continued Happy Easter to all of you out there in the pews and out there on the conference call. What a blessing it is to be in this very space in this fifty-day season of Easter. What a blessing it is to actually realize that we celebrate each and every Sunday throughout the entire year as if it is a little Easter as well. What a blessing it is that we realize that we have the opportunity to “go and continue to share the total and complete love, compassion, forgiveness, grace, and mercy that none of us deserves, yet that was delivered to us on Easter so many years ago.” (4) Let us always remember those things when life happens to get a little rough, or even when life happens to have doubt setting in, just like we hear about today in our Gospel Reading.
So, I am going to throw another curveball at you today folks. Let’s just imagine if we stopped at the end of verse 23. Let’s just imagine for a moment that we did not continue on with the entire reading and study of this full Gospel Message. Let’s just imagine that we really focused in on the disciples in the room. Let’s just actually imagine ourselves sitting there after everything that has transpired over the last few days. Let’s just really imagine what it might be like sitting there with mixed feelings. Let’s just further imagine what it truly might be like as Jesus comes in through that locked door, and of all things, offers us peace, and shows us his hands and side. Let’s just imagine and live into rejoicing in fear and uncertainty when he showed up and he did all of this for us. Let’s just fully live into and imagine being offered that very same “benediction, commission, and the gift of the Holy Spirit.” (1)  Let’s really just imagine that Thomas and Doubt do not get the all too typical front and center position that they get time and time again when this reading resurfaces in our Worship Services and our studies together. 
Then, just then, how do we really attack and unwrap this Gospel Text and Message together? How do we let this sink in as we explore and live into this scripture? Well, exactly the same way to be honest! Exactly the same way we should all along. With a little more focus and reality setting in of course. With a little more pinpoint precision that we should have had all along.
As Easter people we come to realize we have the very same story in the first few short verses that we do in the entire Gospel Message. We just happen to get so hyper focused on Thomas not being in the room in the first place, and the doubt that Thomas exhibits, that sometimes we unfortunately forget to capture the entire message, or we miss the oh so intricate details that really are wrapped into it. 
By no means am I eliminating scripture here this morning, or even calling you all out of the lectionary cycle and focus. I am just calling you into a deeper focus. A focus that reminds us that we are just as much the disciples sitting in that very room in fear behind a locked door. We are very much the disciples sitting there so uncertain about what is next, and afraid that if we go out and proclaim what we know and what Jesus imparted to us that we may end up dead. Furthermore, we may very well just end up dead by walking the streets because the people, not just the Jews, recognize who we are and who we stood with in the first place. Now, this is where the heart of this message really lies if you come to think about it.
Time and time again we come to question how we talk about the Lord, how we invite others to come into community and worship together with us, how we move passed a locked door and go out into the world and do God’s work. We have been offered the very same “benediction, commission, and the gift of the Holy Spirit” (1) that these first disciples were offered. Yet we fear and we doubt all too often. We get so focused on self, and we get so immobilized by fear, that we lock ourselves up. Let me repeat that… We get so focused on self, and we get so immobilized by fear, that we lock ourselves up. We do it time and time again whether we happen to realize it or not. We do it time and time again whether we admit to it or not. We do it time and time again because we of course are human, and we fear and doubt way more than we need to. Yes, I have bridged that doubt piece back in here intentionally, because it exists folks. That fear goes hand in hand with doubt, and it is so unfortunate, but yet so real. 
Thomas was just as locked up in fear as all those disciples that day even though he was not in the room initially. Thomas was just as locked up in fear that day, but he took it to an entirely different level with his doubt. When every single one of those disciples received the “benediction, commission, and the gift of the Holy Spirit.” (1) When every single one of those disciples received the peace and accepted the reality of the situation they were in, the very same situation you and I are in day in and day out, then they realized they were actually alive. We realize that we all are actually alive for the very closing part of our Gospel Message today states, “through believing you may have life in his name.” (2) We all have the very same life that the first disciples were gifted with and further blessed with. We all have the very same belief because we read and live into scripture as if we were there, as if we experienced the very same thing these first disciples experienced. And, if we do not, then I invite us to be more intentional with our studies and to really do so, because when we do that then we realize that these doors do not keep us locked in, these doors do not protect us, and that only our Risen Lord Jesus Christ protects and provides for us that no other human or earthly thing can do. 
Let us go out there and press on through our fear and share the message. Let us go out there and live through our doubt and truly see the belief in other people we encounter. Let us go out there and offer the very same peace offered to those very first disciples, and to all of us day in and day out by our Risen Christ. Let us go out there and live out that “benediction, commission, and the gift of the Holy Spirit.” (1) Let us realize that we are not locked behind doors any longer, and that we do not live in fear, and that the Law no longer binds us because the cross of Christ has freed us, and will free all of those that we encounter and share this oh so wonderful Easter message and blessing with.
Our Easter joy truly lives on each and every day, and in that we all can announce and proclaim over and over again that Jesus Christ is Risen… He is Risen Indeed!
Alleluia and Amen.




























John 20:19-31 (NRSVUE)
The risen Jesus appears to his disciples, offering them a benediction, a commission, and the gift of the Holy Spirit. But one of their number is missing, and his unbelief prompts another visit from the Lord.

19 When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors were locked where the disciples were, for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” 20 After he said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. 21 Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you.” 22 When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23 If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.”

  24 But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them when Jesus came. 25 So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands and put my finger in the mark of the nails and my hand in his side, I will not believe.”

  26 A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them. Although the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” 27 Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt but believe.” 28 Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my God!” 29 Jesus said to him, “Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have come to believe.”

  30 Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples that are not written in this book. 31 But these are written so that you may continue to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that through believing you may have life in his name.
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