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Strategic Overview  

 

In April 2025, Jordanian authorities dismantled a covert militant cell engaged in the 

unauthorized development of short-range missiles and unmanned aerial vehicles (UAVs).  

 

Shortly after the disruption, the Jordanian government formally designated the Muslim 

Brotherhood as an unlicensed organization, citing escalating national security risks. 

 

This Insight examines the operational-to-strategic trajectory linking the dismantled cell to 

Jordan’s broader internal policy realignment and regional positioning. 

 

I. Timeline of Developments 

 

▪ Cell Formation (2021–2025): 

 
Intelligence services tracked a concealed network spanning multiple governorates, 

sourcing technical equipment, engineering raw materials, and receiving external 

guidance over a multi-year period. 

 

▪ Arrests and Seizures (April 2025): 

 
Security forces intervened following confirmation of a structurally complete projectile. 

The operation led to the arrest of 16 individuals and the seizure of missile 

components, UAV prototypes, and clandestine engineering equipment. 
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▪ Policy Action (April 23, 2025): 

 
The Jordanian government formally outlawed the Muslim Brotherhood, emphasizing 

structural vulnerabilities and illicit operational linkages as primary drivers for the 

designation. 

 

II. Technical and Security Insights 

 

▪ Missile designs mirrored battlefield-grade Grad rocket configurations, demonstrating a 

high degree of technical ambition. 

▪ Engineering efforts were concealed within reinforced structures to mitigate detection 

risks. 

▪ External facilitation networks, notably involving Lebanese-based operatives, provided 

material and tactical support. 

▪ UAV development alongside missile production reflects a layered approach to building 

asymmetric operational capabilities. 

 

III. Strategic Policy Realignment 

The reclassification of the Muslim Brotherhood signals Jordan’s recalibration toward 

more assertive internal threat management and external regional alignment. 

 

While the Islamic Action Front (the Brotherhood’s political wing) continues to operate 

separately, the broader policy shift suggests a tightening of organizational tolerance 

thresholds in favour of long-term national stability. 

 

IV. Strategic Implications 
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▪ Enhanced Security Posture: 

 
The dismantling of the covert cell underscores Jordan’s operational intelligence depth 

and its capacity for pre-emptive disruption of transnational threat networks. 

 

▪ Regional Convergence: 

 
Jordan’s designation aligns its counter-organizational frameworks with those of 

neighboring states increasingly resistant to ideologically affiliated non-state actors. 

 

▪ Institutional Safeguards: 

 
Future political and legal developments are likely to strengthen licensing frameworks 

governing the activities of ideological and civil organizations operating within Jordan. 

 

Indicators to Monitor 

 

▪ Judicial outcomes from the State Security Court regarding the dismantled cell. 

▪ Regional shifts in Brotherhood-affiliated narratives or cross-border mentorship 

models. 

▪ Institutional reforms aimed at preventing the embedding of unlicensed political or 

paramilitary structures. 

 

Analyst Reflection 

 

Jordan’s rapid transition from tactical disruption to strategic policy adjustment illustrates a 
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model of integrated security governance. As regional threat environments evolve, the 

intersection of ideology, engineering capability, and proxy mentorship will continue to shape 

state responses in fragile borderlands. 

 


