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July and August 2019
Summer Issue

“The members of the UU Meeting House hold sacred each individual’s
spiritual and ethical development. We welcome all and seek unity in diversity.
We commit ourselves in service to the wellbeing of the congregation and to all of
life.”~Mission Statement of the Unitarian Universalist Meeting House of Provincetown

According to NBC News, Felipe Gomez Alonzo, pictured above, is one of the children
who has died in the custody of U.S. Customs and Border Protection.

No man is an island,
Entire of itself,

Every man is a piece of the continent,
A part of the main.

If a clod be washed away by the sea,
Europe is the less.

As well as if a promontory were.

As well as if a manor of thy friend's
Or of thine own were:

Any man's death diminishes me,

Because I am involved in mankind,

And therefore never send to know for
whom the bell tolls;
It tolls for thee.

John Donne
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Sunday, July 7: Standing Stones Rev. Kate Wilkinson
In England, Ireland and other places in the world there are giant and mysterious

stones standing upright in the middle of barren landscapes. Sometimes we ourselves use
stones to mark a place or an event. Today we explore the meaning and magic of Standing Stones.

Sunday, July 14: Half Agony, Half Hope

Rev. Kate Wilkinson

In the novel Persuasion by Jane Austen, Captain Wentworth writes a beautiful love let-

ter to Anne Elliot, in which he says, “I am half agony, half hope.” He feels this way about
seeing his long lost love again. But isn’t this how we feel about the world? What do we
do with ourselves when we are equally divided between agony and hope?

Sunday, July 21: Beyond Bare Minimum

Rev. Anastasia Kidd

A reflection on the Biblical story of the Good Samaritan.

Sunday, July 28: Homemade Boat Race

Rev. Kate Wilkinson

Leading up to a favorite Provincetown activity, the Homemade Boat Race, we’ll talk this
morning about trash, plastic, and the spiritual practice of creation care. Warning: the service
will contain a homework assignment!
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Sunday, August 4: Calling Out and Calling In
Rev. Kate Wilkinson

In this age of social media, it feels like we need a new set of best practices for hold-

ing each other accountable. When we see or hear something that offends us, it’s so tempting to publicly call others out in an attempt to be “on the right side” of an issue. But is
there a better way? What about calling people in instead of calling them out?

Sunday, August 11: Kumbaya

Rev. Kate Wilkinson

Why does this campfire song get such a bad wrap? And is it really a campfire song? This
morning learn the history and deep meaning behind Kumbaya.

Sunday, August 18: Bruce de Ste. Croix Preaching
Sunday, August 25: On Friendship Rev. Kate Wilkinson
In 1855 Maria Mitchell wrote in her diary about the importance of friendship. Mitchell
was a Unitarian and the first female astronomer in the United States. Applying ideas

from astronomy to her personal relationships, she believed it was unwise to turn a single
person into the center of gravity in one’s emotional universe. Please join us in this celebration of the friendships in our lives!

A note from Rev. Kate
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Sorting Oysters
The other day I helped my Dad out on his oyster grant in my hometown of Plymouth. I had to get up early
to meet him at the boat ramp a few hours before the lowest tide. I was a little late getting there and
the water was already emptying out of the bay as we made our way to his grant. The boat just cleared
the shallow route and I was glad that I wasn’t five
minutes later!
I do various jobs out on the grant, but much of the
time I am sorting oysters. There are plastic rings
that you can use as a guide (2.5 inches for petites
and 3 inches for regulars), but mostly you just use
your eyes and make split second decisions about
what bucket to toss them into. My Dad likes his
oysters to have a nice cupped shape, so even if
they are long enough to pass the ring test, sometimes we still throw them into a bucket of “not
quite readies.” There’s also a bucket for the dead
ones…empty shells of oysters that didn’t make it through the winter.
When we have a bucket full of the “not quite readies,” they go through yet another sorting process, this
time with the help of a machine (we have a new one this year that doesn’t require me to hand crank it!).
As the various sized oysters pass through the machine, they drop out through the holes in the tumbler
into buckets beneath. The holes get larger and larger in size, so that tiny oysters drop out into the first
bucket and nearly full size oysters drop out at the end. This saves sorting time later. Each of the buckets
are emptied into trays in the water where the oysters can grow for a little longer with their same sized
peer group.

“He was a bold man that first ate an
oyster. “

Jonathan Swift

Most people don’t know that when they slurp down an oyster at a raw bar they are eating something that
has been lovingly handled dozens of times by the oyster farmers who cultivated it. From seed to sale, it
has been cleaned and transferred and sorted over and over again until it is something the farmer can be
proud to put on the table.
I share this process with you because I think it’s inspiring. In this fast paced world, we are so quick to put
our hasty words on facebook. We speak and act before we have entirely thought things through. And we
get ourselves into trouble for it.
Maybe we can take some inspiration from
the slow, deliberate process of
sorting oysters. If a point isn’t ready to be
made thoughtfully and with consideration
of others, maybe it needs to go in the “not
quite ready” bucket for a while. And only
when we can be proud of it should we share
it with the world. Good things take time and
we can take our time with our thoughts and
actions.
Food for thought!
Rev. Kate

No grit
No pearl.

Anonymous

Love is the Spirit of this Meeting House

Among Ourselves
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Among Ourselves
So great to see June Martin with us on Kate’s homecoming. Good to see
Peter Gallagher back with us again! Also, Lek is back and her smile warms us.
Melissa Nussbaum joined us one Sunday and we truly miss her! Brian Reardon
was here too! Let’s not forget Barbara Klipper, so nice to see her. We miss you
all when you are not with us.
Missing Roger Chauvette and Sasha Curran!
Hey, hey, hey, congratulations to Bonnie Fraley and Anna Michaud on the
news of their marriage. So sweet and so right!
Jan Fox’s beloved cousin has cancer. We are here for you, Jan and we ALL hate
cancer, more every day.
We are so very grateful for the beauty of our lawn and gardens. Thank you,
thank you, Alison Dwyer, Bill Docker, Karen Pagano and Keith Hunt.
We send our love and condolences to Amy Howell and Pip Quillen on the
loss of their dear friend, John.
Love to Alison Dwyer and her family as they cope with the diagnosis of
brain cancer in Alison’s brother in law, Patrick. Prayers to you all.
We also send love to Mary Abt as she sees to her mother in these trying
days. We love you Mary, lean on us. We have also just learned that Mary’s
brother, Kurt, has recently died. Our hearts are with you and your family during
this difficult time, Mary.
Congratulations to Kathleen Henry and her wife, Kim Marrkand, who
celebrated their 50th Anniversary June 26th.
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Let’s Keep Going

Well, we have just completed the 3 month Sabbatical and during those months we have matured, grown stronger, and more sure of our ability to care for the Meeting House and each
other. It was an amazing 3 months. So let’s not stop this wonderful forward momentum. Several of the responsibilities that used to fall to our fabulous Minister Rev. Kate have already been
taken on by the members that oversaw them during the past 3 months. And there are several

Check out the UUMH website
for a WEEKLY
announcement of events!
www.uumh.org
click on

more that I am sure will also be continued by other
members in the next few weeks of conversations and
debriefing. A few examples are: Marty will continue
to organize the Walking Club, the Worship Committee
under Ellen’s leadership will as a team continue to have
the sanctuary prepared for Sunday services, Lorraine
has agreed to continue to prepare theme related mate-

rials for children attending Sunday services and there are still many tasks and unnamed members who are willing to help. Thanks to ALL!!
But, now our high summer season is upon us. I ask that all of the members of this Meeting
House continue, as you did during the Sabbatical, to reach out to and engage all of our summer
guests with love and the hand of friendship. It is amazing to see our guests beam with delight
when any of us go up and welcome them and ask them where they are from and begin a warm
friendly conversation. I thank you all for doing this with such grace and kindness, it is beautiful
to behold. It is the living breath of “Love is the spirit of this Meeting House.”
I wish us all a wonderful fruitful summer of teamwork and spiritual growth. Oh, and lots of
summer fun too!
Bruce de Ste. Croix
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Helping Hands. . .
Another UUMH great idea!
Do you need a ride? have a
pet who needs a walk? need
some medication picked up?
Helping Hands has been at
work since 2016 assisting the
UUMH community. Every
month a different volunteer
is in charge of matching
your need up with someone
who has volunteered to help.
These volunteers are creative
and resourceful people--don’t hesitate!
Dianne Kopser is the facili-

tator:
508-237-1321

Bingo 2019 with Scarbie will start July 3 at the UU.
NEW START TIME: Doors Open @ 6PM and Games Start @ 7PM. Free

Bingo 2019 with Scarbie will start this
Popcorn and lots of fun!!!

Wednesday
UU.
NEW START
Come andat
play the
- support
the UU!

The Bingo
Cafe needs
a volunteer
each week
6PM
to 8:30PM.
If you
TIME:
Doors
Open
@ from
6PM
and
Games

Start @ 7PM. Free Popcorn and lots of
can volunteer any week please call me:

Linda H-508-487-7806 or Cell- 914-393-8737.

fun!!!

If you are a baker, please think about donating baked goods

Come and play - sup-

for sale at the cafe.

REMINDER: DRAG BINGO is August 21!!!
We need lots of volunteers. Put it on your calendar.

Racial Justice Provincetown
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Homecoming Fest: Joining Lives, Sharing Stories,
Forging Connections
Every spring, Cape Cod herring embark on a life-journey, returning to their origin place.

We celebrate their migrations, swimming against the current,
as we remember and celebrate our own.

Racial Justice Provincetown is pleased to sponsor this first annual festival to
celebrate the diverse communities of color that lived and thrived on the Cape – and that continue to shape our Cape
towns and villages. This “Homecoming Fest” will celebrate the richness of all the people who have made the Cape
their home.

“Homecoming Fest” is scheduled to take place on October

16, 2019, with

most activities occurring on the grounds of Provincetown’s Unitarian Universalist Meeting House. This inaugural
event is taking place at a most important, and historic, point in time – 400 years after two of the most defining events
of our country’s history:
In 1619 the first Africans were forcibly brought to the English colony of
Jamestown
In 1620 the first encounter between English people, fleeing for their lives, and
the Wampanoag Nation, settled inhabitants of the land for more than twelve thousand years

These two events were followed by centuries of cultural disruption and geographic and social displacement – creating a legacy with multigenerational effects on individuals and communities
of that time and continuing today. One of the intentions of “Homecoming Fest”, as a celebration of diverse cultures,
is to contribute to the healing from this history, and to set a path for continuing renewal and recovery.
Contributed by Francesca Martin

Racial Justice Provincetown Summer News
~ Provincetown’s 4th of JULY Parade:
Meet you at the Harbor Hotel at 10 am. Wear your beautiful
green t-shirts! We look forward to you participating with us
again this year.

STAND for JUSTICE and PEACEVIGILS
will continue during the summer in front of Town Hall:
Saturday JULY 20th noon -1pm
Saturday August 17th
noon -1pm.
We are dedicating our vigils to our neighbors the Wampanoag Tribal Nation - Mashpee in support
and commemoration of
the Nation's historic 12,000 +year presence in Massachusetts /Cape Cod and Islands.

~ Wampanoag Nation of Mashpee POW WOW:
Fri. JULY 5th
Sat. JULY 6th
Sun. JULY 7th
Mashpee reservation, Mashpee,Ma.
Gates open daily at 10am / Grand Entry at 1pm

J July 7 THE BEAUTY OF BAROQUE Bach, Handel & Britten
Christopher Lowrey countertenor

JULY

Krishan Oberoi tenor

Frederick Jodry piano

July 14 WE HEARD IT AT THE MOVIES
Paul Bisaccia & John Thomas piano
film music by Elmer Bernstein, Philip Glass, Bernard Herrmann, Dario Marianelli,
Ennio Morricone, Nino Rota, John Williams and Debussy, Liszt and Saint-Saëns

July 21 FINDING HOME friends reuniting & journeys to come
Christopher Sidoli tenor

Halcyone Hurst mezzo-soprano

Trish LaRose mezzo-soprano

John Thomas piano & baritone

July 28 BALKAN E BOSTON music from Bulgaria, Serbia & beyond
Petar Dimitrov bass & tambura

Elena Mancheva vocals & tambura Zoran Matich guitar & vocals
with John Thomas piano & vocals

August 4 SONDHEIM!
featuring the Great Music on Sundays @5
Broadway ensemble
John Thomas, music director & pianist
August 11 GENDER BENDER BROAD-

September 1 LIGHTHOUSE CHAMBER PLAYERS
music by Martinu, Duruflé & Fauré
Bart Feller-flute

Elizabeth Chang-violin

Nardo Poy-viola

Alberto Parrini-cello Alissa Leiser- piano
September 8 THE BEAUTY OF BAROQUE
Bach & Telemann

WAY!

Phoebe Carrai-cello

featuring the Great Music on Sundays @5

Roxanne Layton-recorder

Frederick Jodry-harpsichord
Katherine Winterstein-violin

September 15 DAVID ROTH Folk, Joke, and Hope Songs

Broadway ensemble

September 22 GEORGE GERSHWIN: RHAPSODY IN BLUE

John Thomas, music director & pianist

Paul Bisaccia- piano

August 18 ENCHANTED BROADWAY!

September 29 ENSEMBLE PASSACAGLIA
Old Wine in New Bottles

a Provincetown Carnival music extravaganza

Jan Elliott- recorder, concertina & pennywhistle

featuring the Great Music on Sundays @5

Lisa Esperson-riqq, tar, dumbek & percussion

Broadway ensemble

Tom Hanna- lute, guitar, bouzouki & mandolin
Molly Johnston- viola da gamba

John Thomas, music director & pianist

October 6 THE BEAUTY OF BAROQUE

August 25 PAST PRESENT memorable

Bach, Loeillet & Albinoni

melodies from yesterday & today
Laura Cappello, vocals; John Thomas, piano &
vocals; Mark van Bork, guitar

Kevin Darrow -oboe

Frederick Jodry-organ & piano

Rev. Dr. Dorothy May Emerson, of Woburn, MA (formerly of Medford) - Unitarian Universalist
minister, author, peace and justice activist - died suddenly on May 13, 2019 at the age of 75.
Dorothy was a regular visitor to our UUMH and gave a sermon on Classism a few years ago
from our pulpit here in Provincetown.
Dorothy leaves behind her beloved spouse/life partner of 30 years, Donna Clifford; her son
Damian Elrod, his wife Kathy Vlietstra, her grandson, Zade Elrod (Portage, MI); her sister and
brother-in-law, Mary Lou and John Woodcock (West Chester, PA); her brother, Howard Emerson (Trinidad, CA); her brother, Clark
Emerson (Orange County, CA); her nephew & his family, Brendan Woodcock, Reena Panjwani, Aurelia Woodcock (Chattanooga, TN);
her niece, Emily Woodcock, partner Greg Sobczynski (Ypsilanti, MI). She also leaves behind the many members of Donna’s family,
who loved her very much, as well many dear cousins, friends, colleagues, and neighbors.
Dorothy’s most recent book, Sea Change: The Unfinished Agenda of the 1960s, was published in 2018. Other published works
include Becoming Women of Wisdom: Marking the Passage into the Crone Years; Standing Before Us: Unitarian Universalist Women
and Social Reform, 1776-1936; as well as numerous articles, sermons, pamphlets, curricula. Just days before her death, 44 boxes of
her professional papers were gratefully received by the Harvard Divinity School library for their archives.
Dorothy grew up in Fullerton, CA. She received a B.A.in German Literature from Pomona College in 1965. After living in Florida, Texas, and at the Women’s Encampment for Peace and Justice in Seneca Falls, NY, she moved to Massachusetts. She received her Master
of Divinity degree from Harvard Divinity School in 1988. In 1997 she received a Doctor of Ministry degree from Andover Newton
Theological School. Dorothy served churches in Wakefield, Watertown,
Belmont, Medford, Weymouth, and Billerica, MA, New Haven, CT, and

SOME DAY

Honolulu, HI. She was the founder of the Unitarian Universalist Wom-

Once upon a time I was

en’s Heritage Society, and served as its Executive Director from 1991-

Now I am

2001. From 1994-2001 Dorothy served as an Anti-Racism Advocate
and Trainer for the Unitarian Universalist Task Force on Anti-Racist,

Some day I will become

Multicultural Congregations. She advocated for many years to have the
UUA focus on class issues, and the intersectionality of race and class.
She served on the board of UU Class Conversations and presented
workshops on class issues to many congregations. Most recently,
Dorothy was working on the Rainbow History Project for the UU Retired
Ministers and Partners Association, a project that was introduced at

Once there was
And now there is
Soon there will be
And some day there surely shall be

the UURMaPA conference in New Braunfels, Texas, in February 2019.
Dorothy’s other affiliations include the Zonta Club of Medford, MA, the
Mystic Valley Area Branch NAACP, and the Medford Arts Center, Inc.
Donations in lieu of flowers may be made to the UU Rainbow History
Project of the Unitarian Universalist Retired Ministers and Partners
Association. Please make checks payable to UURMaPA with “In honor

Once upon a time we were
Now we are
And some day (Hallelujah!) we shall surely become

of Dorothy Emerson” in the memo line, and mail to Rev. David Hunter,

Amen

535 Gradyville Rd, #V-211, Newton, PA 19073.

Amen
By Margaret Williams Braxton

Picture this. . .

Pancake Breakfast
2019

Elaine, Mel

Lisa, Rev. Kate, Stan

Peg, Kat, Rita, Alison

Thank you and
YUM YUM
to the Membership Committee
and all the volunteers who made the
Pancake Breakfast possible.
What fun!
No syrup needed (almost) because the
UUMH is sweet enough!
Thanks to Marty Hassell for the photos!

Elaine

Peter and Lisa

Castle Hill

presents

Poet Raquel Salas Rivera

on Tuesday, July 23

The Truro Center for the Arts at Castle Hill is pleased to announce that poet Raquel Salas Rivera, this
year’s Woody English Distinguished Artist and Writer’s Chair, will give a poetry reading on Tuesday, July
23 at the First Congregational Parish, 3 Parish Lane, Truro at 6:30 pm.
The 2018-19 Poet Laureate of Philadelphia, Raquel Salas Rivera is the author of while they sleep (under
the bed is another country) from Birds, LLC and the inaugural recipient of the Ambroggio Prize from
the Academy of American Poets for their book x/ex/exis. They are also the author of six chapbooks
and four other full-length poetry books. Their fourth book, lo terciario/the tertiary, was on the 2018
National Book Award Longlist, and was selected by Remezcla, Entropy, Literary Hub, mitú, Book Riot,
and Publishers Weekly as one of the best poetry books of 2018. From 2016-2018, they were co-editor
of The Wanderer and co-editor of Puerto Rico en mi corazón, a collection of bilingual broadsides of
contemporary Puerto Rican poets. They have received fellowships and residencies from the Sundance
Institute, the Kimmel Center for Performing Arts, the Arizona Poetry Center, and CantoMundo. They love
and live for Puerto Rico, Philadelphia, and a world free of white supremacy.
This event is part of “Truro Connections”, a collaboration of four of Truro’s cultural nonprofit organizations including Friends of the Truro Meeting House, the Truro Historical Society & Highlands House
Museum, Truro Center for the Arts at Castle Hill and the Payomet Performing Arts Center, all of whom
are dedicated to stimulating an exchange of ideas on topics of critical interest to the local and regional
community that began co-presenting events in 2018.
Tickets are $20 in advance, $25 at the door. Tickets may be purchased here: https://www.castlehill.
org/special-events/poetry-reading-raquel-salas-rivera.

For additional information, visit www.castlehill.org.

Castle Hill Annual (FREE)
Community Summer Bash at
Edgewood Farm on July 20
The Truro Center for the Arts invites the entire community to celebrate summer at this year’s annual
Castle Hill Bash, scheduled to take place on Saturday, July 20 at Edgewood Farm, 3 Edgewood Way,
Truro from 6:00 – 9:00 pm. FREE!

We will be honoring Jane Bunker & Mason Morfit
as well as the Truro Community Preservation Committee (CPC). During each of our Summer Parties, we feel it's important to
thank people in the Community that make a difference to us at Castle Hill and also to the broader Community. Jane Bunker
and Mason Morfit have been great supporters to Castle Hill through not only a John P Bunker lecture Series in honor of their
father, but a new deal is happening this fall, where Castle Hill will be taking over & stewarding the Bunker Cottage on Corn Hill
Beach in partnership with the Truro Conservation Trust. This very special Cottage / Boat house, which use to be part of the Truro
railroad. Castle Hill will manage and offer housing to artists working at Castle Hill, as well as an artist residency program which
we began a few years ago with the purchase of Edgewood Farm.

The other honored guests will be Deborah McCutcheon & Mary Rose, the chairs of the Community Preservation Act Funds who
have supported Castle Hill in the renovation of the 3 historic Buildings at Edgewood Farm! Without the continued support we
wouldn't have been able to all the work we did on the buildings. We have protected the property and the buildings so they can
never be demolished, through a Historical Deed Restriction with the State.

The daily images of border crossings haunt
us. We feel far away here in Provincetown, and
perhaps, powerless, here at this edge of the
United States. Our border is the Atlantic,
whose waves and salty depths carried Pilgrims
fleeing religious persecution to our beaches
seeking freedom. The Wampanoag people who resided here welcomed them when they arrived. But the Puritan ideal of freedom soon showed itself corroded by its own religious intolerance and the
racism imbedded in their understanding of what it meant to be human.
In the centuries that followed, men and women and children crossed the
ocean to America fleeing European despots or famine, seeking opportunity.
But, too, human beings, captured, sold and chained, were violently forced
here, crossing the ocean waters only to enter into centuries of torture and
enslavement.
The history of immigration in our country is complicated, and, hypocritical; a beacon to the world in many ways, a collossal and deadly disappointment in other ways.
This much is clear and true--the vast majority of US residents trace
their history to other continents. The USA is, still to this day, built by
the blood and sweat and tears of the immigrants who come through its borders.
Is there something we can do, here so far away from desert borders, from
surging Texan rivers, from barbed wire fences and cages where children find
no succor? What is it we can do?
What do we say to him?
Last summer’s UUMH newsletter was also about the
border and the treatment of children and families.
What do we say to that?

The New Colossus
BY EMMA LAZARUS
Not like the brazen giant of Greek fame,
With conquering limbs astride from land to land;
Here at our sea-washed, sunset gates shall stand
A mighty woman with a torch, whose flame
Is the imprisoned lightning, and her name
Mother of Exiles. From her beacon-hand
Glows world-wide welcome; her mild eyes command
The air-bridged harbor that twin cities frame.
“Keep, ancient lands, your storied pomp!

“Because I am involved
cries in
she mankind”
With silent lips. “Give me your tired, your poor,
Your huddled masses yearning to breathe free,

The wretched refuse of your teeming shore.
Send these, the homeless, tempest-tost to me,
I lift my lamp beside the golden door!”

care? we rea

Back Page
The
Meetinghouse News
Kathleen Henry, Editor
Submissions are welcomed
and encouraged!
Please submit written work,
announcements,
and artwork,
by the 20th
of the month
to
meetinghousenews@gmail.com

