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NEXT REGULAR BUSINESS MEETING:  WEDNESDAY MARCH 7, 2018 beginning at 10:00 A.M. at AAA-Mid Atlantic, Hamilton, NJ.  
PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE:  I would like to extend my apologies for having to cancel our February meeting.  Unfortunately, weather conditions are beyond our control.  As a reminder, should we need to cancel a future meeting, it will be posted to our website and an email will be sent out by 6am that morning.  Please be mindful of our rescheduled dates for tuning fork certification, and we will be rescheduling our February speaker for a future date.  As a reminder, we are still looking for people to serve on the newly formed social media and legalized marijuana committees, by-laws committee, and any ideas/requests for training.  Stay safe, see you in March, meeting will begin promptly at 1000 hours.  Nick

	TESLA AUTOPILOT: While working a freeway accident, a Fire Engine was struck by a Telsa traveling at 65 mph. The driver reports the vehicle was on autopilot. Amazingly there were no injuries! Please stay alert while driving – your life or those you love may depend upon it!
RUTGERS DATA BASE:  Forensic DNA evidence is a valuable tool in criminal investigations to link a suspect to the scene of a crime, but the process to make that determination is not so simple since the genetic material found at a crime scene often comes from more than one person.  That task may become somewhat less challenging, thanks to a new database at a NJ University that can help to bring more reliability to the interpretation of complex DNA evidence. “Right now, there’s no standardization of tests,” says one of the discoverers’.  In analyzing DNA mixtures, scientists will often find partial matches, so part of the determination of whether a suspect contributed to an item of evidence depends on interpretations by forensic scientists.  The Project Research Openness for Validation with Empirical Data (PROVEDIt) database will help reduce the risk of misinterpreting the profile. The team of researchers spent more than six years developing computational algorithms that sorted through possible DNA signal combinations in a piece of evidence, taking into account their prevalence in the general population to determine the likelihood that the genetic material came from one, two, three, four, or five people. Information from the PROVEDIt database could be used to test software systems and interpretation protocols, and be used as a benchmark for future developments in DNA analysis. The website’s contain data that can be used to develop new or compare existing interpretation or analysis strategies. Researchers requiring data to test newly developed methodologies, technologies, ideas, developments, hypotheses, or prototypes can use the database to advance their own work.”                                                                                                                                                        STREET SMART:  Street Smart NJ is a public education, awareness and behavioral change pedestrian safety campaign first piloted in 2013 and 2014 by five New Jersey municipalities. Since its inception, more than 60 communities participated in Street Smart NJ in some way. The campaign uses outdoor, transit and online advertising, along with grassroots public awareness efforts and law enforcement to address pedestrian safety. Street Smart NJ emphasizes educating drivers, pedestrians and bicyclists through mass media, as well as targeted enforcement. It complements, but doesn’t replace, other state and local efforts to build safer streets and sidewalks, enforce laws and train better roadway users. The campaign’s slogan is “Check your vital signs” and visually couples street signs with a heart rate monitor to remind motorists and pedestrians that lives are on the line. The logo and slogan also promote walking as something that is good for personal health and the community’s well-being.  The campaign is coordinated by the North Jersey Transportation Planning Authority(NJTPA) and is supported by federal and state funds, with additional funding/in-kind contributions from local partners.  The contact person at NJTPA is William Yarzab, email-  wyarzab@njtpa.org.                                                                                       


As of March 19, 2018 there were 40 fatalities on NJ roads compared to 44 during the same period in 2017,  A DECREASE OF 4 DEATHS. 
	COUNTY
	2018
	2017
	CHANGE
	COUNTY
	2018
	2017
	CHANGE

	Atlantic 
	01
	05
	-04
	Bergen 
	02
	02
	-0-

	Burlington 
	08
	04
	+04
	Camden 
	05
	06
	-01

	Cape May 
	01
	01
	-0-
	Cumberland 
	02
	01
	+01

	Essex 
	05
	06
	-01
	Gloucester 
	00
	03
	-03

	Hudson 
	05
	03
	--02
	Hunterdon 
	00
	-0-
	00

	Mercer 
	03
	03
	-0-
	Middlesex 
	07
	05
	-02

	Monmouth 
	03
	01
	+02
	Morris 
	03
	03
	-0-

	Ocean 
	08
	04
	+04
	Passaic 
	00
	02
	-02

	Salem 
	00
	03
	--03
	Somerset 
	01
	01
	-0-

	Sussex 
	00
	01
	-01
	Union 
	00
	03
	-03

	Warren
	00
	01
	-01
	 
	
	
	


Deaths: Driver,27; Passenger, 13; Pedalcyclist, 1; Pedestrian,21. Crashes, 56. 
	FRANCE CLAIMS IT HAS CROSSWALK CAMERAS:  As the automotive industry progressively improves its vehicles, it seems issues of driver awareness and visibility also increase. Thickening pillars and smaller windows coupled with an awkward road design make for a particularly dangerous intersection in Hampshire, England that suffers from a phenomenon known as “constant bearing, decreasing range.” The English intersection in question is Ipley Cross, which is notorious for cars hitting cyclists, as explained by BoingBoing.net, and was recently described as one of the most dangerous intersections for cyclists in the UK. The two roads meet at a 69-degree angle, which seems to consistently create sightlines between oncoming traffic that are blocked by motorists’ A-pillars.  The “constant bearing, decreasing range” (CBDR) phenomenon simply describes what happens when, say, a motorist and a cyclist are traveling at particular speeds tangent to each other on the separate roads, both traveling toward the intersection, but in the sightline that is blocked by the motorist’s A-pillar, geography, and out of visibility from the cyclist. This often leads to cyclists getting hit, simply because the two parties didn’t see each other until just before impact.  Thanks to CBDR, a driver approaching the intersection at reasonably safe speeds of 37mph have a series of blind spots that coincide with the location of an oncoming cyclist traveling between 13.5mph and 17.5mph. What’s more, the tricky angle at which the roads meet means that an oncoming car is continuously approaching the cyclist from behind, invisible unless the cyclist looks over their shoulder.﻿  According to the report, there have been two fatalities at the intersection. Evidently the phenomenon is more common and better taught in aviation and sailing, but if the usual driver’s education is anything like experienced, nothing this specific is ever brought up. Still, it’s always good to be aware of your blind spots and to check around them, and to slow down for intersections.                                                                                                                                            
RADAR TUNING FORKS:  NJ Weights and Measures will be at this meeting to test radar tuning forks for Departments beginning with A through M. Remember to bring a letterhead from your department. Also bring along a Purchase Order because there is a charge of $10.00 per fork.                
SAFER-RIDE:  Seat belts save lives! This has been proven many times yet so many of us still don’t Buckle up, especially in the back seat. Usually children or senior citizens are in the back seat but are not reminded to wear their safety belts. This was highlighted by Advocates for Highway and Auto Safety, a coalition of consumer groups and insurance companies. One glaring shortcoming the Washington-based group faulted New Jersey for was that the state does not allow police to pull over vehicles if rear-seat occupants are not buckled up. Only if a car is stopped for another reason, such as speeding, can officer issue a ticket to a driver for unbuckled back-seat passengers.  The report estimated these accidents cost the state $12.8 billion a year. 

ALASKA STUDIES RURAL SPEED TRAPS:  A test last year called this assumption into question The Alaska Department of Transportation tapped a team of university researchers to come up with a methodology to evaluating whether heavy patrolling of Alaska's rural highways produced a statistically significant reduction in collisions. The first look at one year's worth of data failed to demonstrate a conclusive safety benefit. 
MEETING CANCELATION:  If we have to cancel a meeting it will be posted on our website, njptoa.org, the day of the meeting.

NEXT REGULAR MEETING MARCH 7, 2018 AT AAA MID-ATLANTIC, HAMILTON, NJ
REMEMBER TO WEAR YOUR SAFETY BELTS AND BULLETPROOF VEST WHILE ON DUTY
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2018 INVOICE

	DATE
	ITEM
	AMOUNT

	1/1/2018
	Annual Membership Dues for Police Department
	$50.00

	
	
	

	
	TOTAL:
	$50.00


DATE:  1/1/2018   SIGNED:  NICHOLAS SCHOCK, President 
Our Tax ID number is 22-2344113

Copies of purchase orders can be faxed to 856-783-0012 or scanned for an e-mail and sent to NJPTOA@Hotmail.com.

Note:  If you would like to receive the newsletter by e-mail instead of by postal mail, please send your request to njptoa.tparenti@gmail.com
(Please check mailing label.  Correct if necessary by phone call, text, or e-mail)
