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SHIPWRECKED FAITH
By Arthur Lavato

| ramember standing in the sally port on March 2nd 2015, dressed out in release clothes waiting on the van that was to
take me to the shuttle. Fear wanted to grip my heart because after § 172 years and two page two's it was difficult to see
miysalf frea on the other side of that gate, in the natural, Yet as men and women of God, 2 Corinthians 5:7 tells us, “For
we walk by faith, not by sight.”

You see, God had taught me some things while | was in prison. If we would be honest we would admit that incarcerated
men and women are no strangers to fear. So when fear tried o grip me on the day of my release | knew just what to do.
You cling to yvour faith and attach your pravers and requests to the Word of God. You call those things that are not as if
they were (Romans 4:17).

Although | was still im custody | thanked God for my freedom and as sure as | am sitting writing this, it came o pass. I'm
cartain that God never wanted me to spend the yvears that | did in prison. 1 truly believe that He would have had that | took
a different route. | am also certain that He was not taken by surprise when | opted 1o run my own program. | would attri-
bute the majority of my sorrow that 've known 10 the fact that | freely, and of my own will, violated my own conscience,
and chose o rebel against aven the Word of God.

The Scripture, Galatians 6:7, is very clear, "Do not be deceived, God is not mocked; for whatever a man sows, that
he will also reap.” 3o as a result of my own sin | landed myselfl in prison AGAIN in 2006. | wish that | could say that |
repented immediately, but honestly it took me mare than a minute to do s0. Hera once again, in 1 Timathy 1:18, the
Scrplure is clear, "Cling to your faith in Christ, and keep your conscience clear. For some people have deliberately
violated their consciences; as a result, their faith has been shipwrecked.”™ Obviously | would never have landed on
the prison yard if I'd been living right on the boulevard.

I had violated my conscience and shipwreckad my faith. | had a desire 1o walk with God and walk in the Spirit yat my
carnal nature continually ruled my decisions and choices. Why? BECAUSE | fed my flesh and neglected my spint. Again, |
was spirtually bankrupt, AND | had violated my conscience and shipwrecked my faith! | had forfeited the joy and the
peace of God in my life for my own selfish desires. | hadn't merely left the door cracked open for the enemy o come in.
NO! | left the garage door open and hie came in like a flood!

It was 2010 when personal tragedy had struck my family in the life of one of my very own sons. | knew the moment that |
got the news in the visitation room that God had long been calling me to repentance and | needed so desperately His
hand in my life! In Acts 3:19 the Scripture says, "Repent therefore and be comverted, that your sins may be blotted
out, so that times of refreshing may come from the presence of the Lord, ..." Times of rafreshing! That's what |
needed! | needed God to forgive me of my sins. | needed God o restore my joy, and give me that peace that surpasses
ALL understanding (Philippians 4:T).

My dilemma was simply; How do you find restoration (o a SHIPWRECHED FAITHT The answers are found in the Word of
G0,

1) "If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteous-
ness.” (1 John 1:9)

2) “Repent therefore and be comverted, that your sins may be blotted oul, 50 that times of refreshing may corme
from the presence of the Lord.” (Acts 3:7%)

3} "You will keep him in perfect peace, Whose mind is sftayed on You, Because he trusis in You." (Isaiah 26:3) In
othar words, build a prayer life and learm to communicate with God.

4) "And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you may prove
wihat is thal good and acceptable and perfect will of God.” (Romans 12:2) Allow the Word of God to change you.

&) °I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that you present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy,
acceptable fo God, which is your reasonable service.” (Romans 12:7) Make a conscious effort to refrain from sin

Stay in fellowship and get invelved in your local church. Proverbs 27:17, "As iron sharpens iron, S0 a man sharpens
the countenance of his friend” and Proverbs 11:14, "Where there is no counsel, the people fall; But in the multi-
fude of counselors there is safely.” clearly encourage fellowship. Some will tell you that it is notl necessary that we go
to church to live for God, Well, you don't need a parachute o jump owt of an airplane aither but it sure helps! ;-) The
author of Hebraws again encouraged us of this when he wrote, “... not forsaking the assembling of ourselves
fogether, as is the manner of some, but exhorting one another, and so much the more as you see the Day
approaching.” (Hebrews 10:25) ]
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| have found that these are the keys scripturally and the answers 1o healing a SHIPWRECKED FAITH and how to simply
remain in position so that we can fulfill our assignment. Once | decided to serve Sod right there on the prison vand mry
vears of incarceration were an amazing time of growth, restoration, healing and spiritual fraining for me. God knows just
where you're at. The Scripture says that God has pre appointad the times and the boundaries of our habitations (Acts
17:26).

In this season you have even been sel apart to make an impact RIGHT WHERE Y OU ARE, and to grow to impact a
peaple who await you WHERE YOU ARE GOINGI God is not looking for perfect men and women (there are none), He's
leoking for willing vessels. Listen how [saiah responded when he heard God calling oul, "Also | heard the voice of the
Lord, saying: 'Whom shall | send, And who will go for Us?' Then | said, "Here am I! Send me,"™ (Isaiah 6.:8)

Take this time and let God work through you. Above all, stay in prayer, "... pray without ceasing,” (1 Thessalonians
5:77) And stay in your Word, Why? Because, "All Scripture is given Dy inspiration of God, and is profitable for
docirine, for reproof, for correctfon, for instruction in rghteousness, ..." (2 Timothy 3:76) These ARE some of the
keys 1o restoration and remaining steadfast,

At the time that | wrote this | have 43 days and a wakeup and I'l have been free from that old prison for 4 years, PRAISE
GOD! Today | am still serving God and on firg for Jesus! | have an amazing and beautiful wife, God has restored EVERY
relationship that sin had damaged in my past. | have a job where | am valued, a church family that loves and respecis me,
and we are making an impact for the kingdoem of God in our community. | am also very grateful to God that He has
allowed me 1o have owned 3 beautiful Harey Davidson motorcycles since my release. Imagine that; Living for God with
my knees in the breeze, accompanied by the woman of my dreams! Qur God is a GREAT God, and surely there |15 life
after prison!

I'm going 1o leave you all with these |ast two Scriplures, "Now may the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in
believing, that you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.” (Romans 15:13) And here's ong o keep in
your dip, "Delight yourself also in the LORD, And He shall give you the desires of your heart.” (Psalms 37:4)

Lowe in Christ 1o you all, Brothar Huaro,

What Others Are Saping...

"My fime here is coming to an end. Thank you 50 much for all yvour support ... cards, letters, etc. They have meant the
world to me. Keap doing what you do and God bless you all, You bring hope in times of nead.” - C.L.

"Please accapt this tithe to continue reaching others on the inside, expanding the Kingdom, God Bless yvou.” - R.W,

"Hello to all of you Overcomers, | have baan with you since 2009, Your newslettar means everything to me. They have
changed my life forever, and all the birthday cards that you have sent me every vear. Mot one time have you ever missed
one year, | hope to continue to be a big part of vour family. | will always pray for the family of Overcomers as they have for
all the prisoners.” - R.B.

"Well, | just wanted 1o send a little love your way and 1o say thank you for being a very important part of my life, Dan't
forget to always smile, it makes the enemy so, so mad. You are in my prayers. Thanks to all of you there at (1343, you
are truly a blessing in my life.” - R.G.

"l want to thank you all for such a beautiful birthday card. | truly appreciate all that everyone does, I'm very grateful to have
wou all in my life. | love your pictures, you are all beautiful peopla. May God bless you all and keep vou safe. | love your
magazine and lock forward to it every month.” - MR,

®| greatly appreciate all that you all do. God bless all of you there are Living Word Bible Church and your famikes. | enjoy
your newsletter 5o much. | am doing great and I'm very blessed! What an awesome God we sarve .. amean!” - C.M.

"l pray all is well on the other side of the fence. Doing pretty well hare. I'm enclosing a tithe to forward your Kingdom work.
Thank you for all you do. Thank you 50 much for remembering my birthday even though 'm getling old enough, I'd like to
forget some. Going to be 38 in a couple weeks, Although, the "58 El Caming was and slill is one of the coolest rides, So, |
guess God delivered at least two great things that year.” - RW.

"I really enjoyed the card you sant o me, Thank you, it really did help, Your newsletters are so wonderful, | really like the
poems. that you have on the back of them. | look forward to your cards and newsletters, they really do mean a kot to me.
Thank you for everything you do, and the people that you help, You're so wonderful” - B.C.

"Thank you 5o much for the birthday card. You guys are wonderful. The cards and letters you have sent have baen a great
light. Mot only to myselfl but many other Iving here over the years, Thanks again and keep doing what vou do." - C.L.
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THIS IS THE CONFIDENCE WE HAVE IN APPROACHING GOD: THAT IF WE ASK ANYTHING ACCORDING TO HIS
WILL, HE HEARS US. AND IF WE KNOW THAT HE HEARS US - WHATEYVER WE ASK - WE KNOW THAT WE HAVE

WHAT WE ASKED OF HIM. 1 JOHM 5:14-15 (MNIV)

Wramer Jhoguosts
Please pray for Kingman yards in regard to drug use, That
really bad spice made its way here, sixteen guys were hospi-
talized, most recovered, but one guy ended up brain dead.
Flease pray that men would be delivered from this destruc-
tive addiction. My friend E has been down for a while and
only recently he has contracted some really bad allergies to
fond. He is a believer and the wrong foods make him break
out in awful rashes. My friend C has a 16 year old daughter
with inoperable brain cancer. Please pray for a miracle, and
that his heart would be comforted ... B.M.

I would like to request praver for this vard, our services have
been put on hold and the yard has become broken. We have
brathers fighting amongst brothers, the church has pretty
much become divided in a way. We need revival on this yard,
an uplifting of faith that cur main chaplain will return and the
chiurch farnily will regain its strength 1o fight the good fght.
=0, we all can come back to our first love. | would also like to
request prayer from you for my family who has become
distant in my life, The family has become broken like small
pieces scattered by the wind and it truly makes me sad to not
be able to talk to them because of issues in the family. My
heart is now braken knowing that they are arguing and at
tirmes | feel alone. Pray that the Lord God will touch owr hearts
and help us ta stay strong and to stay in contact with one
another. Well, brothers and sisters | will chose for now. | pray
thiat the Lord will give you all the strength inyour lives to
continue to bless us with your newsletters and warm wishes
with the love of Christ. God bless you all ... A.G.

I meed for you and others to pray for my sister, Kay. She's been
in the intensive care unit at the haspital. She has fluid on her
heart and lungs. Her husband told me the first night at the
hospital, they didn't think she was going to make it, Sha's not
daoing good, so lift her up in prayer. 5he's been in bad health
for the last five years, Praise God ... Kay is now out of the
hospital and doing better, please keep her in Your prayers ...
W.R.

I'm sarry it's been so long since I've written. | have been
working on getting things in place for my release. | got a
letter from my niece telling mve my baby sister has passed

away, with everything she told me it just doesn't sound right.
It's the last blood family. We haven't talked in years or wrote. |
wrote them a lot, | dosed myself off in my cell. | had so many
plans o give back as a new person, naw this. Trust ma, it hurts
savery much, I've been on my knees and asking God for help.
I am putting it in God's hands as | pray | get releasad in May
2019 to county jail. | have a judge who wants to see me about
an old case, | can't let anything come between me and miy
walk with Jesus Christ. How can | still be alive, He must have
something planned for me. | hope you all will keep me in
prayer and stay in touch, please | truly need vou all so very
much, Can you say a prayer for my brother-in-law, my nlece,
and my nephew ... G.B.B.

Praize Neports

I've been thinking of you each and every day over these past

&-10 hard fought (spiritually) months, I'm so sorry that the
struggle got the best of me for a while and | neglected my
fellowship with the Swreomers kr (3 fivist family, but that was
my desert and also His victory, because | not only came out
the other side healed (heart and soul), He blessed me with
whao | believe is my wife to be. She had kind of been through
a desert as well, and when we met and | began vigilant
prayer for us and a strong witness about our Father’s place in
our lives. She renewed her faith and feels grateful to hear
God's voice once again in her own heart! He used me to do
this!! | do believe. He is 50 good, He loves us so much!! I'm
just so very grateful! Thank you Jesus! You praved exten-
sively for me and my broken heart and spirit, and Ull tell you,
you have the Father on speed dial. He loves youw and so do .
He does listen ... R.E.D.

First and foremost, thank vou for the card, The Scripture on
the front really hit home, you just can't go wrong with the
Word of God, A crazy, weird, outstanding, miraculous thing
accurred, You mentioned that | shouldn't have given away
my Bible. Well, the one | had given away ended up at a Bible
study we held, The Christian brothers all seen it as a confir-
maticn of God's handiwork. What a trip! | had drawn my
DO # real cool om the outside of the edge of the Bible and
shared how | thaught the Bible was too big and heavy for
my torn up property box to hold a big Bible, Apparently, not
that big though. All and all, they were real sura that I'mi
supposed to have the Bible and not to give it away again. |
thought that I'd share that with all of you there at Overcom-
ers. I'll continue to pray for you guys and please do the same
for me ... T.C.

I am writing you this letter in kopes that all is well with you
and the f}-_"rﬂmlnrri- kT llj',ﬁrl-sd. family. As for myself, | got 2 172
viears, | only got a year and four months to go ... Praise
Godl! | am staying strong in my walk with the Lord, The last
time you visited me in the county jail, | was in tears because
my lady was more or less hemeless, Well, God is good, He
got her a job interview and things are looking good for her.
P trying to get her to give her life to the Lord, The Lord is
working on her ... OLA.

This is my last year and | am very excited about moving on
to the next chapter of my life. It's been six vears since 've
seen my daughter and now finally I've been in contact with
her and we are building a relationship. This feels <o
humbling and | think that God has brought her back at this
last year of my sentence to be as a reminder to His love and
glary. Also, | have began to receive oil royalty checks and the
time couldn't have been more perfect ... Lord, thank you ...
J.L.

Ohercomers for (Shivist 0. Box 42023 Phioenix, Arizona 85080
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A Mother's Love
By C.S.

To everyone at (X3, for the past 7 years, me and my Mom would write to each other twice a month, sharing the Word
and life. | will always remember the day | gol ammested, it was frightening and embarrassing. The police beat the you know
what out of me, but it wasn't half as bad as having 1o face my Mom when she came down to visit me. When she came
through the door, | saw that she had been crying.

| bowed my head in shame and awaited for her o tell me off or yell at me. As | looked-up with tears of my own, | 2aw that
she was just looking, watching me with Love and Concemn. | asked, "Aren't you angry with me?" She said, *Son, when
you hurt, | only want to halp you, you've done wreng, but nobody is perfect. That doesn't mean that | will stop loving you,
what you did hurt me, but we'll work it out together.”

What more could | ever want than to be loved so much that my life could still make a difference. She has ahways encour-
aged me not 10 give up and quit living because of my sins; and becausea | am in prison, but 1o keam from my own experi-
ence how God's ways will satisfy me, not to dwell on the past but that | need to understand it so | can begin 1o allow God
to change me and become a new and different person.

In prison, no one smiles; there is no happiness or celebrations. Everything is grim and depressing, without hope. It is what
some have daescribed as “life in the abyss”, But for me it is the parfect image of life without God, There have been times
that | have been pressed on every side by trouble in here, and it has made me feel crushed and broken. | realized that |
had to allow thesea trials in my life (o change me and 1o make me better, not bitler.

| wish people would understand that there is nothing to be gained by mistreating others around you. We receive what we
give, but often our own &gos and insecunties cause us 1o think more about ourselves than othars. We allow pride to inter-
fere with what we know is good and right.

God became man, bowed Himself down to wash the feet of His disciples. He even went as far as to die a criminal’s death
on our behalf, IFf God could give 50 much of Himsealf for us, then why should it be so difficult for us to sacrifice a litike of
ourselves for others? My Mom always encouraged me not 1o give-up on God, regardless of my circumstances, to
remember how many fimes He has gotten me through all my past hurts and trials in my life. This is no different. | can
honastly say that the Lerd's hand of discipling has been heavy on me, and His work in me is relentiess. Mow | have
become a person with a fresh newness in all | do and think.

Thank you for letting me share a litile of myself with you all. Now that my Mom has passed, | have no one to wrile to, for
all my family have abandoned me. | dont understand how they can say that God abides in them, yet show no compassion
lowards me.

Blessings to Mothers
By S.F.

God bless you all, | just received a beautiful birthday card and as any letter is special, it is even more so from you, the
family | hope to meet soon. As for all our sisters and mothers, | pray you have a special day. As John 1:16 says, "From
his abundance we have all received one gracious blessing after another.” Blessings we have all received, whether a
card or family, known or unknown as all are my family in Christ, but still very much a blassing o me so, to all you ladias,
God bless you on Mother's Day, no maltter if its one day or 365 of them, God made you special and 1o all you brothers
and fathers, God bless you alsol

Az for me, | could use a little mercy, I'm in US District Court and I'm praying the Magistrale Judge to be the blessing
answer 10 almost six years of prayers and balief .

John 8:31-32 - "Jesus said to the people who befieved in Him, ““om sz dmily [y dhasfatze 07 pey Fammeio S (=
7 (L TR ) e T oo e (e, S5 A (A et S e (™

2 Timothy 3:14 - "But you must remain faithful to the things you have been tasght. Yoir know they are trie, for
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you know you can frust those who taught you."

S0 keep me in your prayers, that | will get what is needed to retum me home to my mom soon, 5o | can be with family,
Kncwm or unkrnown,

May God bless us all as needed, remember you're all special and part of a very spacial body of Christ, God's body. | send
yvou all, love and respect, | also hope to meet all cur family at ©C4C very soon. A homecoming | have only dreamed of.
God Bless and thank you,

Reformers Unanimous
By B.M.

We attend a discipleship/addiction program called Reformers Unanimous. It's really good, www.refornu.com. There are
ten Biblical principles that RU teaches, they are:

. If God is against it, 30 .am |.

. Every sin has its origin in our hearts.

,Itis easier o keep the heart clean than it is 1o clean it after it has been defiled.

. We cannot fight a fleshly appetite by indulging in it.

. Small compromises laad to great distress .. little sins lead to big sins.

. Those who do not love the Lord will not help us serve the Lord.

. Our sinful habits do hurt those who are following us.

.Itiz not possible 1o fight a fleshly temptation with fleshly weapons.

2, We lose our freedom to choose when we give inlo tempiation. The consequences of our choices are inevitable, incalcu-
lable and up 1o God.

10. God balances guill with blame. Accept the blame for your actions and God will remove the guilt.

Singing to My Lord
By Brother Goober

O =) 3 U P L Ba =

Lord | know I've let you down S0 I'm singing to my Lond

Time and tme again Yaah I'm singing to my Lord

The devil came in and touched my soul From the hills of the countryside

| thought he was a friend And the cities of before

He led me down a long road I'm singing to my Lord

| thought | saw the end Yeah I'm singing to my Lord

Bul then You came and told me | had to repent Until | have a place in His royal oourl
So I'm singing to my Lord MNow is the time to tum to the light
Yeah I'm singing to my Lord Mever to look back again

From the hills of the countryside I'm tampted by the day and tha night
And the cities of before I'm shivering in these buming winds

I'm singing to my Lord
Yeah I'm singing to my Lord
Until | have a place in His royal court

S0 I'm singing to my Lord
Yeah I'm singing to my Lord
From the hills of the countryside

They call You the Carpenter And the cities of before

The Creabor of all life I'mi singing to my Lord

And You offer a kingdom of pure light Yeah I'm singing to my Lord

But | must obey the teachings that You gave Until | have a place in His royal court

That is why | ask for sirength when | pray

Ghercomirs for (Shrist @0, Box 42023 Phoeniy, Arizona 85050
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Toots ible Study ot

Song of Songs 5:1-8:14

No matter how close we may be to our parants or our best friends, it is only in mamiage that we realize complete union of
mind, heart and body. (6:3)

Love is as strong as death, it cannot be killed by time of disaster, And it cannot be bought for any price bacause it is freely
given. Love is priceless and even the richest king cannot buy it. Love must be accepled as a gift from God and then

shared within the guidelines God ides, Accept the of your 5p{:usa as God's gift, and strive to make your love a
reflection of the perfect love that co from God Hi nl'fﬂ'ﬂ:ﬂ

2 Corinthians 10:1-11:15
We, like Paul, are merely weak humans

God's mighty weapons are avallable toUS a5 W
Weapons to use ... God's or the world's, Faul s
Word, the Holy Spirit are all powerul and effec
human arguments against God and ﬁ that sata
Christ, we may be tempted to use ou own methods. E

5e human plans and methods o win our battles.

s that God's ninrrtyweapnns . prayer, faith, hope, love, God's
i 5:13 -;rllr SE weapons can breakdown the prowd
F i oL ui n dlng them from a relationship with

h g barriers like God's weapons.
i gy
Keeping Christ first in our life ean be very difficult whe AVE SO ME :# distractions threatening to side track our faith.
Just as Eve lost her focus by listening to the serpe L !.. [+ f:_' Ikulng our life become overcrowded
and confused, |5 there anything that weakens your commitrne eep Zhris your life? How can you minimize the
distractions that threaten your devolion to Him? [11:3) =k
Psalm 52:1-53:6

With God by his side, David compared himself to an olive tree, |
thriving tree, it is one of the longest living trees, David was mntra
the sudden destruction of the wicked. (52:5)

People may say there is no God in order to cover up their sin, to have a .:: [clSe 0 cover up their sin, to have an excuse
to continue to sin, and/or to ignore the judge in order to avoid the judgment. Fools do not necessarily lack intelligence,
rmany atheiste and unbalievers are highly educated. Fools are peopl Bjact God, the only Ona Who can save tham.
(53:1)

house of God. Not only is an olive iree a
al protection of his faithful servants with

Proverbs 22:24-29

Peaple tand to become like those they spend a kot of .""
Bible axhors us to be cautious in our choice of comp
in your own life. (22;24-25) i

Here's another commaon sense Proverb. Don't ¢o-sign a loan fo -uﬂ'lurpﬂﬂlllﬂ fior this will put the responsibility on to you if
this other person cannot pay which will de -f"'. money, and not the person you co-signed for,
(22:26-27) ]

In Joshea 13-21, the land was divided and the boundanes were marked out for each tribe. Moses had already wamed
the pecple that when they reached the Promised Land they shouldn't cheat their neighbors by moving any of the markers
1o give themselves more land and their neighbors less. See Deuteronomy 19:14; 27:17. (22:28)

= ¢ ‘Foot” Notes P ;Q

Hey Ya'll, a few thoughts to share. We mnﬂ:ﬁd h God's example in all we do. The Salvation that God has
given us is not about us, it's about being able to engage others and a5 long as we're pressing on we'll get better.,
We're called to respect God right wherne we ane.

: ' s charactenstics sometimes rub off. The
8 paople with charactaristics you would like to develop

-"ll

Love to ya'll short and tall. Vaya con Dios ... P.5. Dom't nde faster than yvour angels can fiy!
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Responses for K.H. Part 2
WORDS OF ENCOURAGMENT - By J.5.

I'm writing with wards of ancouragement to the brother in responsa to the article "M ASKING" by K H. | fael I'm writing
this in obedience to the Hely Spinit o please pass this on.

Brother, after reading the article | just received in the SXS«3 newsletter | was led to share with you what | loo have just
read in @ guide book by Paul Tsika entited Understanding Your New Life. I'm writing this to you from the spiritual world
brother K.H. and it is the axact words | was reading just before | began reading your article in the newsleitar.

Grace is tha heart of God's love and the hand of God's power moving towards us in empowarment 5o that wa can do what
He desires us to do and become who He has designed us to be.

The word "walk® is perhaps the key word in the New Testament for the daily vocational life of a Christian. Maost human
beings have a distinctive walk that allows them to be easily recognized. Some bounce when they walk, others sway, and
others lean in a cerfain manner. The same should be true of Christians; they should be easily recognizable as a Christian
by a distinctive walk,

Herb Hodges observes, "Just as a walk is made up of a succassion of steady steps, 5o is the 'Daily Life" of the Christian.”
However, a walk is a CONDITIONED ACTIVITY that is learned by an infant only by frial and error, with many a fall preced-
ing the: easy going gait of a mature human being. Walking is a learned and conditioned activity, and the sad truth is that
many Christiarns have never faken the required walk serously o learn its mechanics and its pitfalls. It is even sadder than
that.

While mature parents help human infants to leam to walk, patiently assisting them, encouraging them to learn, and than
lifting them up after their falls, it is USUALLY true that litle such assistance is given 1o the Mew Borms of the Christian
community, Most are simply abandoned to their own discriminate course after thair birth into God's family. Nothing could
be more tragic than this!

Every new Chistian desperately needs the teaching, the assistance, the encouragement and the training that can be
given only by maturing believers., If "child abuse” receives such reprisals among men as it desarves, what should be said
about such “spiritual’ child abuse? Every church should give far, far mone attention 1o its “spiritual nurseny™, 1o spinitual
pediatrics.

When vou examine a walk carefully, vou will see that any walk is MERELY A SUCCESSION OF STEPS (brother KLH.),
and that each step is a near fall, Each step is a borderline catastrophe, We don't realize this because walking has become
such a conditional REFLEX to us that we never think about it. BUT such was nol the case when we were first learning to
walk. Qur much practice in a regular leaming routing enabled us to walk without falling. Yow s, if you fail to put the other
ool down when you are taking any slep, you will automatically fall. EVERY STEP IS A NEAR FALL! The same is rue in

the spiritual life. Every Christian is close to a fall with every step hefshe takes. So the counsel of this is crucial in being a
consistent, happy, poweriul and productive Chrstian - “the only Kind God wants His children 1o ba!l® AMEN?

We are told to walk in grace and the only way that we can do this is to "walk in the spirit®, The prepositional phrasa, "in the
spirit", is in the instrumental case in the Greek language, and thus it means, "by means of the Spint”. Therefore, the Chris-
tian is to go on taking SUCCESSIVE steps all the time "BY MEANS OF THE SPIRIT, which is, counting on Him and
relying on Him. Just as you depend an yvour feet, your legs, your muscles, your eyes and your brain = indeed, on your
entire body when you walk physically, you are to rely on the HOLY SPIRIT; the wisdom, vision, motivation, coordination
and power of the Spinl every moment of your spinfual ife, Furthermore, 1he words "in the spint” bear major emphasis in
the Greek text. This means that you are o walk anly in the Spirit, never in the flesh, or the self-line. You are not to depend
on yourself, but on the Holy Spirit, for the enablement to live the Christian [ife,

We want you to be reminded that the grace of GGod 15 available, abounding and truly amazing and will, WILL, be sufficient
for every step of your pilgrimage. We are confident that the words of that old song "Amazing Grace” by John Newton ane
true ... "Tis grace that brought us safe thus far and grace will lead us hame,” We now live and move and have our bging in
Christ Jesus our Lord, and it's all because of His great, glorious and good grace!

GRACE - By Pauwl E. Tsika, Septembear T988

Oh the depths of His love how can it be, that He could love a wretch like me,
To reach down past the muck and mire, 1o save my soul from Hell's cwn fire.
Could one deserve to see His face, oris it just amazing grace!

That grace the Father extends 1o me was purchased that day at Calvary.
Without cne sin they nailed Him there, for all to meck, jeer and stare.
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They gambled for His robe below, a5 He cried "Dear Father, they don't know."

He died that noon upon the tree, but rose three days later 1o set men free.

Free from all sin, free from all fear, free from all worry as death draws near.

Salvation, my friend, is of the Lord, for none desarve such a great reward.

Now each night | ask, but don’t understand, why God fit me into His etemnal plan?

S0, | sleep and | wonder whera | would be, if nod for His love and His grace towards me,
I'd be In Hell or worse than all, I'd be living withouwt Him and destined to fall.

Thank You, dear Jesus, for so laving me, that You shed Your own blood upon that tree

To cover my sing, my guilt and my shame, You were willing 1o bear every bit of the blame.
So someday my Lord, when we meet face 1o face, I'l join in that throng to sing of Thy grace ...
So remember, it's an exciting journay with tha Lord Jasus that will NEVER: end.

MY JOURNEY WITH JESUS - By Paul E. Tsika, 1983

| set out to sail with Jesus ona day; my haart was burning hot;

We began to sail uncharted seas, but | knew not my own lol.

| rose o ask my Captain, "Which way do we go from here?”

But my Captain answared, "Be still My child, and in awhile, it shall come clear.”
His face was set towards the wind, there seemed to be no fear;

| felt He'd traveled this way before, as He continued to steer,

Again the tempest raged round about, | was certain this would be the end;

But my Capflain only drew me closer to Him; He had bacome my dearest Friend.
The slorms were great and often as we neared the uncharted land;

And so | crawled up close to my Captain, and clasped His nail-scarred hand.
And then ong day the sky lumed Hue, the seas weare calm with foam;

And as my Caplain lifted me safe to the shore, | knew at last | was home.,

| had sailed those seas with orders sealed and many times was put to the test;
But my Captain, the Lord Jesus, had sailed with me and brought me safe to my haven of rest.
| leok back on the journey we made and remember right from the start;

That it was often | could not trace His hand, but | could always trust His heart.

In Response to K.H. - By B.T.

Az you walk the walk of faith and discipling yoursalf 1o seek posiive possibilities, in every situation, you will still face such
realities as sickness and separation from loved ones. Ive been locked up for 23 yvears and | too went through so many
batlle zones, To make it simple, | 105t my mother, my fathar, my auntias, all my uncles, cousing, friends and nephews, And
all of this before | received Jesus into my life. Many, many trials, sufferings and tribulations. At one point | even told God
that | couldnt handle any more.

To escape the row realities of everyday life, you either begin 1o shape realities or else they ravage your mind unftil you are
devastated with worry. Faith facas all worries and anxieties with ambition, God can handle EVERY protdem that we can't!
Today | replace worry with work. | replace anxiety with ambition, depression with new drive. | replace stress with success
kncwiryg that faith and | wall win,

MNaothing is as dull as yesterday’s race, When it is over we must always be living in today and tomorrow, God is always
watching us to see how we use our faith. We MUST believe that, "But without faith it is impossible to please Him, for
he who comes fo God must believe that He is, and that He is a rewarder of those who diligently seek Him."
(Hebrews 11:6) So trust and obey, thera's no other way.

K.H., the reason we all fall is bacause we fail to remember to do as Ephesians 6:11-12 states, "Put on the whole armor
of God, that you may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil. For we do not wrestle against flesh and
blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this age, against spiritual
hosts of wickedness in the heavenly places.”

Remember whal the Word tells us in 7 Pefer 5:8, "Be sober, be vigifani; because your adversary the devil walks
about like a roaring lon, seeking whom he may devour.” The devil watches and knows our weaknesses and he will
use them against us. The liar comeas to throw negative thoughts in our heads about our families, friends or whatever it may
be. He will use your emotions 1o try and tear you to pieces. IF, IF you fall for his lies vou won't even know he's the one that
put that thought in yvour head! We have to frust, believe, be patient and build ourselves up on the solid foundation of Jasus
Christ.

James 1:2-3, tells us, "My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into various trials, knowing that the testing of
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your faith produces patience.” S0, we don't run froem or abandon our problems, we face them, walk through tham and
be still knowing that God can handle ANY kind of problem. Confess the promises of God! "l walk by faith and NOT by
sight; Greater is the One in me than the cne in the world, there are NO weapons formed against me that will ever
prospar!™ When evil thoughts come inta your mind don't fall for them! Instead stand firm and confess, "I'm a child of God, a
seed of Abraham, | am the righteousness of God, I'm redeemed from the curse of the law by the Blood of the Lamb!® Cast
ALL yvour cares on Him because He cares for you, He is the Creator of ALL things and He knows the beginning from the
end! DON'T BACK UP, STAND FIRM!

in Response to K.H., 'I'm Asking’ - By H.A.M.

Plaase nate that this is in response to the "Attention ... from Wade Anderson® in the February issue of the Shwromes Ry
Gitid newsletter.

The issues that you face, K.H., are NOT uncommon. ALL Christians struggle with daily shortcomings. Ecclesiastes 720
statles, "For there is not a just man upon earth, that doeth good, and sinneth not. " Additionally our routines of study
will abways fall short UMLESS God's grace by His Holy Spinit initiates our inguisitiveness and UNMLESS God's call draws us
to Him and completes our search, Consider John 6:44, "Rt MaEN 65T GIOE 12 e, eregEl (e MFalbear wiiieh beib sEnt
e el s dood [l sofss Mitm opp ot dhe (Bt @ipa” In Proverbs 16:3 we find this promise that says, "Commit thy
woarks unto the LORD, and thy thoughts shall be established.” Then Haggal 1.5 elaborates clearly, "Now therefore
thus saith the LORD of hosts; Consider your ways.” Then, there are those who will Iry to cause disorientation through
misleading. This is why we are advised, in Titus 3:9, "But avoid foolish questions, and genealogfes, and contens=
tions, and strivings about the law,; for they are unprofitable and vain,” And above all, ¥.H., follow what James has to
say in James 4:70, “Humble yourselvas in the sight of the Lord, and he shall Iift you up.”

K.H. vou asked for advice and that shows fortituede. Mow, ask the Holy Spirit to take 100% control of yvour Iife. | think it was
Wade Anderson that said, 'If you see a turlle on a fence post, you know one thing for certain, somebody helped it up
there.” Always ramember that Jesus cares!! We all fall short some times, Consider Luke 5:5-6, "And Simon answering
safd unta him, Master, we have toffed all the night, and have taken nothing: nevertheless at thy word [ will let
down the nel. And when they had this done, they enclosed a great multitude of fishes: and their net brake.” Why
do you suppose their fishnet broke? In probability they may have used an old worn our net. Doubt 1s incorporated inlo our
sinful nature, True faith is not only & belief but a moral dynamic.It's tough to feel forgotten and forsaken by all those who
are blood related to us in the free world. I've been down since 2003 and haven't receivad ong latter from any ood Tamily,
Additionally it was a crushing blow when a CTF Soledad CO confiscated my only means of entertainment, that being an
old Sony radie. And IF | ever have another radio it will ba a miracle, espedially since I'm 81 years old and have no income,

I'm enly writing these things so that anybody that reads what 1've been lead by the Holy Spirit to send, will understand my
faith and love for Jesus is unconditional! Do | too vent? You may write the Overcomers for Christ and ask brother ‘Cash’
and he will attest to my, sometimeas, lack of Christian composer. Brather "Cash’ can also attest to the Holy Spint's ability 1o
use thie worst of sinners (me) for wiling song lynics. I'm NOT boasting in my own abiliies, bul as it says in James 1:17,
"Every good gift and every perfect gift is from abowe, and cometh down from the Father of lights, with whom is no variable-
ness, neithar shiadow of tuming.”

God is good ALL the time brother K. H.! ALL the time God is good! In closing let me say, we were all sinners saved by His
grace through faith. In Christ, God no longer sees us as sinners but as His children, saints in His eyves. This by no means
insinuates that we won't be without sin in our lives! We are ALL battling ocur old natures every day. My personal battles
were ones of pride and selfishness. It was not a sin of omission but of willful commission. It wasn't a onelime oCoumencs
but a pattern of behavior, of rebellion. It was an attitude that resulted in aclions that | do regret, actions that | now fully
acknowledge as sin, Those practices 've confessed to God and have repented of them, | know that God has forgiven me
and NO LONGER holds those things against me.

Realigion, K.H., is mankind's attempi o reach God, while Jesus 1S God's attempt o reach mankind. In as much, I've
always believed but as James 2:79 allirms, “*Thou believest that there is one God; thou doest well: the devils also
believe, and fremible.” My lifestyle had (o change. Praise God for His wonderful grace!
Ministry Tithes & Offerings
Here is how you can give to the Shereemers for (SErist ministry:

By check or money order = Make checks payvable 1o Living Woerd Bible Church and in the memo section put “For Overcomers for
Christ”, Mail your check or money order to PO Box 42023, Phoenix, Arizona 85080

Your giving does qualify as a charitable contribution on your taxes, For donations of less than $250, your cancelled check is suffi-
cient proof for taxes. For donations of 5250 or mare, you will receive a contribution statement from the arganization. If you have

any questions, please call or write Wade Anderson.
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Broken but Saved
By G.B.B.

Shadow puppets in a darkly lit redm my thoughts move.
An unseen dance like a monster they consume but I've found a second chance,

Like a piace of glass, I've shattered a hardenad soul proven to ba fragile cul down, beaten, and batterad my lifa
seamead fod hard to handlea.

| tried in the strength of my hand trusted in iren and steel, but now | see the Promised Land and gladly submit to His
wwill,

My heavenly Father forever loves me, my life into His hands | give the mist high forgives and makes holy His
glorious light | now live.

Help us be betfer stewards by sending your change of address when you move o help reduce unnecassany: waste and expense

EDITORIAL Wade “Duck” Anderson, Michelle Anderson ART & DESIGH John Dobbins PRINTING Living Word Bible Church
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