Local Government Reorganisation – The plan is
CDC will dissolve on either 27/4/27 but probably 27/4/28.
GCC will dissolve on 27/4/27 but probable 27/4/28
Elections for an interim Unitary Authority will take place during May 2027.  CEO, 151 officer and monitoring officer appointed shortly afterwards
Picture slowly evolving thanks to Forward Gloucester 
The Interim will run alongside CDC and GCC until Vestry Day.  Existing County Councillors will not be grandfathered into new Unitary. 
Vestry Day is expected to be 1/5/27 but probably 1/5/28
All District Councils will put forward a submission to Government by 28th November 25 with a decision before summer recess in 2026 (16/7/2026).
Government will decide on type of Unitary and number or councillors per ward (same wards as GCC at present).  Expected two UA Councillor per ward.  Expect one unitary GCC has already voted for this.
The single unitary authority model would inherit long-term assets with a total value of £4.4 billion on the reorganisation date but would also take on long-term liabilities of £1.1 billion which includes outstanding borrowing and a Dedicated Schools Grant (DSG) deficit of £234.3 million.  Single unitary saves £21.1m per year
There will be financial restrictions at GCC until Vestry Day
Cotswolds and Gloucester are a problem as many villages are unparished.
Single Unity 110 Councillors Duel Unitary 52 East 58 West
New Unitary will establish ‘Neighbourhood Area Committees’ (minimum 10 but hopefully between 15 and 20).  Guidance on these will follow but that why we had the recent survey but aim is for populations of between 30k-50k.  30% of Cotswolds is rural

Aim to give More community power, better people outcomes, places more in control of places – Committees expected to be Ward Councillors and elected parish councillors plus possibly NHS staff and support staff.  No planning permission but input into planning hubs.
Draft programme for neighbourhood areas is to provide
A focal point for access to and accountability for council services; 
Part of the new Council/s constitution and target operating model (TOM)
Working closely with parishes in the area
Greater agency for people and local places

Research suggests that neighbourhood models work best when:
· They are large enough to draw in capacity, funding and service/partner focus
· But small enough to make sense to local people and reflective of ‘natural communities’
· 
· Each neighbourhood would typically contain a town and a number of parishes
