
 

Messenger of Christ  APRIL 2021 

  Christ United Methodist Church       TN:   414 421-0202 

     5200 South 48th Street         FAX: 414 421-3437 
    Greenfield, WI  53220         Email: christumc1@sbcglobal.net  
   Rev. Mao Her, Pastor        Website:  http: //greenfieldchristumc.org/ 

WHERE ARE WE AS A DENOMINATION? 
 

Can you believe it has been a year since we entered the Covid-19 pandemic? Since the 
pandemic, virtually every area of our lives has been impacted no matter who we are and our work. 
Since then, our churches have not been the same, our schools are still struggling, many 
businesses have closed their doors, and many of our love ones have died.  
 

At first, I was hopeful that things would be back to normal by the summer. We did manage to open 
up our church to worship in-person back in July, and we were fortunate to be able to do so, but 
our being together as a congregation hasn‘t been quite the same. There is no doubt that the 
pandemic has brought fears, anxieties, and insecurities to everyone because it presents to us a 
crisis that we have no control over. 
 

Besides our fears and anxieties that were brought by the pandemic, as a denomination, we 
continue to have fears and anxieties about the uncertainty of our future. This time last year, we 
were discussing the potential of a separation due to our disagreement over the issue of human 
sexuality. Though not everyone was happy about the potential of this separation, we were hoping 
that the General Conference that was scheduled in May, would bring closure to our disagreement. 
Unfortunately, because of the pandemic, the General Conference was canceled; delaying the 
decision to what we thought would be August of 2021.  
 

As 2021 rolls around, and as many churches and church groups begin to plan and have 
conversations once again about the potential of a separation, we are now told that the General 
Conference in August 2021 has once again been pushed to August of 2022. This decision 
definitely will further delay the decision that many were waiting for.  
 

Since the pandemic, many individual churches have left the denomination because they just 
couldn‘t wait for a decision to be made regarding the separation, and because they can no longer 
remain with the UMC. Besides the leaving of these churches, the Progressives wing and the 
Traditionalists wing of the church have announced the name of their new denomination that would 
be ready to launch as soon as The Protocol for Reconciliation and Grace through Separation  is 
passed at the next General Conference. 
 

Upon canceling the 2021 General Conference, the Council of Bishops announced and called for a 
special General Conference with an extremely limited agenda to occur virtually on May 8, 2021. 
The hope was to use a mail-in ballot to decide on twelve legislative matters that the bishops 
believe to be necessary if the church is to continue its work in this most unusual season. But 
under much push back by many leaders and groups of the church, it was announced last week 
that this meeting too has been canceled. 
 

So, we are now back to square one … leaving many people speechless. It appears at this time, 
that the UMC will remain intact, at least until August of 2022.  In the meantime, as a church we 
will continue to love each other; we will continue to serve our community, and we will continue to 
preach the Good News about our Lord Jesus Christ and will pray that many will come to know him 
as their personal savior. 
 

I pray that you are well and your soul is at peace … and ‗yes‘ … even in the midst of uncertainty!  
 

Sincerely, 
Pastor Mao Her 

mailto:christumc1@sbcglobal.net
https://www.unitedmethodistbishops.org/newsdetail/bishops-call-special-session-2021-15074669


 

CURRENT SERMON SERIES …  

We will continue our study through “ROMANS” 

“FOR I AM NOT ASHAMED OF THE GOSPEL…” 

 

 

Join us for worship every Sunday @ 10:15 AM… 

In-person or virtual @  

https://www.facebook.com/mao.her.92/  

https://www.facebook.com/groups/649592321778434 

https://www.facebook.com/pastormao.greenfield 

We look forward to seeing you in worship! 

 
 

https://www.facebook.com/mao.her.92/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/649592321778434
https://www.facebook.com/pastormao.greenfield


 
LECTIONARY READINGS FOR APRIL 
 

4th 
 

Acts 10:34-43 
 Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24 (UMH 839)  
 1 Corinthians 15:1-11 
 John 20:1-18 or Mark 16:1-8 
EASTER SUNDAY 
 

11th  
 
Acts 4:32-35 

 Psalm 133 (UMH 850)  
 1 John 1:1-2: 2 

John 20:19-31 
 

18th   
 
Acts 3:12-19 

Psalm 4 (UMH 741) 
 1 John 3:1-7 
 Luke 24:36b-48 
 

25th    Acts 4:5-12 
Psalm 23(UMH 754 or 137) 

 1 John 3:16-24 
John 10:11-18 

 

 

 

Birthdays This Monthé 
 

4th  Pastor Mao Her  

6th  Victor McCullough  

7th  Jo Rivers  

18th  Denise Edlund 

24 th  Diane Steeno  

26 th  Katalina Cha 
 

Please wish them a HAPPY BIRTHDAY when 

you see them ! 

 
 

 
VOLUNTEERS FOR APRIL 
 

LAY LITURGIST    

4th  Ron Stinson 

11th  Jerry Freitag 

18th Pam Seri 

25th  Denise Edlund 

Thank you! 

 

 
UMW CORNER 

   
 

Martha Fellowship 
We are hoping to have an ‗in person‘ social / 
idea meeting in May. More info will be in the 
May newsletter. 
 

There are more ‗scrubbies‘ in the basket in the 
narthex for $1.50 each. 
 

A few more ‗ugly quilts‘ are being put together 
— looking for clean old blankets or mattress 
pads for lining — we have plenty of fabric for 
the quilts! A few more ties are always welcome! 
 

Continue saving your cancelled stamps.         
 

Thanks—-Carol Olson 
 

The UMW Caring Circle  
My dear friends, 
 

Things are looking so much more encouraging 
that I hope we can meet in May, assuming we 
have all received our 2 vaccinations (per Dr. 
Fauci). It will be so good to be together again! 
 

To stay even safer, maybe we could order 
lunch in. Suggestions appreciated. 
 

We thank Nancy Wolski for having our 
Honduran student‘s letter translated. Her letter 
is posted on the bulletin board outside of the 
church office. 
 

Thank God for keeping us safe! 
Judy Riedy 

 

 
 

In March we had the following sponsor(s): 
 

14th Dorothy Pike 
21st  Flo & Larry Graham 
28th Jim Boehm 
 

If you would like to sponsor the bulletin, please 
contact the church office.  
 

The cost is $20.00.  
 

Thank you! 



 
 

Destroy the DEBTé 

As you know we took out a line of credit 

last year to pay for our parking lot 

project.  We are paying $150 per month 

from our budget, and we owe 

approximately $9,000 on the principal.  

If you make your tax - deductible 

donation to this program we will apply it 

directly against the principal, thus 

lowering the balance.    

Please mark your donation òDEBTó and 

together we can make some real 

progress towards increasing our line of 

credit should we need it for any 

emergency expense that may pop up.  

 

CARD CLUB… 

We will continue to sell ‗Recycled‘ greeting 

cards.  

We have, however, an overabundance of 

‗commercial‘ greeting cards. There are many 

different ‗holiday cards‘, as well as birthday, 

anniversary, welcome new baby, ETC. 

We would like to donate them. If you know of a 

place or organization that would like them, 

please contact Jo Rivers in the church office.  

We would like to get them moved ASAP. 

 

 

FINANCE UPDATE  

Historically the first three months of the 

calendar year are tight and this year is no 

exception to the rule.  On the income side we 

have fallen a bit short in our pledges / giving but 

I have faith this will pick up as the year 

progresses.  

 Again I ask you to consider having your 

monthly giving automatically withdrawn from 

your account to the church‘s‘ as it helps to even 

out the monthly cash flow.     

On the spending side, we hit a somewhat large 

shortfall in February and had to take $5,000 

from our replacement reserve fund to make 

ends meet.  We were invoiced $3,000 for snow 

removal for Jan. & Feb. (thankfully our Goodwill 

Clients will pay half the bill). Plus there is the 

ongoing utility and building expenses, paired 

with a little less income.  As we continue, we 

will do our best to replace the money borrowed 

so we build up our savings again.   

Thank you for those who are supporting our 

―Destroy the Debt‖ campaign and helping us to 

pay down the line of credit loan for the parking 

lot.   

I truly believe that God is working thru this 

church body in keeping our heads above water. 

For a congregation our size we manage to 

employ a full time pastor, and four other staff 

members, pay our bills and make wise financial 

decisions.  It‘s God. He has always been 

leading us.   Please continue to pray for our 

business end of the church as well as the many 

other parts that make up the body. 

Thank you so much for your great support to 

our ―home away from home‖.   

God‘s blessings to you all! 

Sincerely, 

Denise Edlund, Finance Chair  

 
 



 

Outreach Opportunity… 
 

We are happy to be in partnership with Circuits 7 and 8 to help a young family, who emigrated from 
Pakistan, to Oshkosh and are now living in Greendale.  
 

Their names are: Fiaz, Iffat and their three young children are, Ayan, Jason and Megan. 

    
It has been a long journey home for the Masih family, formerly of Pakistan. The family lived in Joseph 
Colony, a Christian area of Lahore, the second largest city in Pakistan. Ninety-seven percent of the 
population is Muslim. In 2013, allegations of blasphemy against the Prophet Muhammad by a 
Christian man turned violent. An enraged crowd attacked Joseph Colony, burning two churches and 
more than 150 homes to the ground. 
 

The Masih family not only lost their home and everything they owned, but Fiaz‘ life was in danger 
because he was a witness to the violence and had been shown on local news outlets. 
He went as a refugee to Sri Lanka, and Iffat was able to follow many months later. ―I was alone for 
eight months in the pregnant time,‖ Iffat says. Their first son was born in Sri Lanka and baptized in the 
Methodist Church Sri Lanka. 
 

Although they were refugees who owned nothing, they did receive help from the church and other 
Christians. There were others who were less fortunate than they, and Fiaz says he enjoyed helping 
whom he could by sharing food, money and books. After what happened in Pakistan, Iffat says, 
―Everything was finished. After, we were poor people, but I‘m happy now. It was very dangerous for 
me, that‘s why I‘m here.‖ 
 

As a minority in Pakistan, Christians get little education and access to good jobs. Most have to work in 
positions dealing with garbage and cleaning. Fiaz has no formal education, and Iffat went through just 
eighth grade. 
 

Christ United Methodist Church has volunteered to be the center point of their finances and Denise 
Edlund is the Treasurer. Pastor Mao has been assisting them with practical needs. Two men from Oak 
Creek UMC are assisting with help to find full-time employment for Fiaz, the father. Blessed Hope and 
Memorial UMC are assisting with English as a second language and a woman from Oak Creek UMC 
is connecting with the mother and the children. 
 

We can all help them by providing support in the way of gift cards to: 

¶ Kwik Trip gas card 

¶ AT & T Pre-paid phone card 

¶ Wal-Mart 

¶ Pick & Save 

¶ Aldi 

¶ Pizza Hut 
 

Two of the children are in diapers, size 2 or larger.  The family uses 12-hour Pampers and we are 
asked NOT to substitute for other brands.  
You can drop your gift cards off at the church office or place in the offering basket at Sunday service. 



 

 

 

Who are the WCA? 

The Wesleyan Covenant Association (WCA) connects Spirit-ýlled, orthodox churches, 

clergy, and laity who hold to Wesleyan theology. It is an association of individuals and 

congregations who share a common understanding of our Wesleyan doctrine and a desire to 

become a vibrant, faithful, growing 21st century church. 

 

In light of the widely endorsed Protocol for Reconciliation and Grace through Separation, 

we believe The United Methodist Church will be the first old mainline Protestant 

denomination to reach an amicable separation over matters that have divided the church for 

decades. Although we regret separation, we affirm itôs a necessity for the sake of the greater 

mission of the church universal. 

 

The Wesleyan Covenant Association is a global connection of local churches, laity, clergy, 

and regional chapters that seeks to partner with like-minded orthodox Christians to build a 

new global Methodist church. 

 

Upholding Scriptural Authority and the Lordship of Jesus Christ 

The earliest Christian afýrmation was ñJesus Christ is Lordò (Acts 2:36). This is the core 

belief that characterizes all Christians and deýnes discipleship. As followers of Jesus, we 

seek to live together in obedience to Christôs teachings as found in Holy Scripture (Matthew 

28:20). We know Christ authoritatively through the revelation of Godôs Word. We believe 

ñall Scripture is God-breathed and is useful é so that [we] may be thoroughly equipped for 

every good workò (II Timothy 3:16). 

 

Our understanding and application of Scripture is informed by 2,000 years of Christian 

tradition, along with our reason and experience. But Godôs Word is ñthe true rule and guide 

for faith and practiceò (Confession of Faith, Article IV). The Wesleyan Covenant 

Association aims to ground all of our beliefs and practices in the authority of Scripture and 

seeks to reestablish our church on this ýrm foundation. Living and serving under the 

Lordship of Jesus Christ and the authority of Scripture, we are moving forward 

with conýdence for the future. 

 

Preparing for a New Global Methodist Church 
The Wesleyan Covenant Association looks forward to partnering with like-minded orthodox 

Christians for a church that joyfully worships the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit; that 

diligently seeks to make disciples of Jesus Christ; and, that daily goes forth to be His faithful 

ambassadors in the world. 

 



 

The Wesleyan Covenant Association has gladly joined with like-minded orthodox bishops, 

advocacy group leaders, and clergy and laity from around the world to create a Transitional 

Leadership Council that will guide us through a season of transition and into a new global 

Methodist church. Acting together gives us confidence for the future.  
 

Preparing a Plan for the Future 
We are convinced that after the 2022 General Conference a new global Methodist church 

will come to the fore. However, we cannot wait until 2022 to figure out how orthodox, 

evangelical United Methodists will move forward together. That is why the Wesleyan 

Covenant Association is committed to working on plans for a revitalized 21st century global 

church that can deliberatively and energetically move into the future with confidence. Our 

plans must uphold the integrity of our belief in the authority of Scripture under the Lordship 

of Jesus Christ, as well as seek the best framework for a vital, growing church that is sharing 

the Gospel of Jesus Christ around the world. This planning and preparation will give 

us confidence for the future. 

 

For more information, please visit the following webpage: 

https://wesleyancovenant.org/about-page/ 

 

 

 
 

 
 
An Easter Prayeré 
 

Dear Lord Jesus Christ, by Your radiant and magnificent resurrection, You broke the 
bonds of death and rose from the grave as a conqueror. You reconciled Heaven and 
earth. Our life had no hope of eternal happiness before You redeemed us. Your 
resurrection has washed away our sins, restored our innocence, and brought us joy. 
How inestimable is the tenderness of Your love! 
 

https://wesleyancovenant.org/about-page/


 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ȱ'Ï ÔÈÅÒÅÆÏÒÅ ÁÎÄ ÍÁËÅ ÄÉÓÃÉÐÌÅÓ ÏÆ ÁÌÌ ÎÁÔÉÏÎÓȟ ÂÁÐÔÉÚÉÎÇ ÔÈÅÍ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÎÁÍÅ 
of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to 

obey everything that I have commanded you. And remember, I am with you 
always, to the end of thÅ ÁÇÅȢȱ 

Matthew 28.19 -20  

MAY 1ST, FROM 9:00 AM ɀ 3:30 PM 

The 2021 Global Gathering of the Wesleyan Covenant Association  
In a world separated by distancing, division, and discord, we need to dedicate 

ourselves to go global with the grace, the mercy, the justice, and the love of God! We 

need to touch a hurting, despairing, and sick world with the Good News of Jesus 

Christ. Now, more than ever, we need to heed Christôs call to go to all the nations to 

make disciples! Letôs prepare to Go Global! 

Simulcast Sites in Greenfield, Wisconsin! 
We are excited to make it possible for you to join us via simulcast right here at 

Christ UMC in Greenfield!  

 

TO REGISTER PLEASE GO TO THE FOLLOWING LINK  

OR CONTACT PASTOR MAO AND/OR THE OFFICE:  

https://wesleyancovenant.secure.force.com/default/CnP_PaaS_EVT__External

RegistrationPage?event_id=a2z1L000001Ho2bQAC& 

https://wesleyancovenant.secure.force.com/default/CnP_PaaS_EVT__ExternalRegistrationPage?event_id=a2z1L000001Ho2bQAC&
https://wesleyancovenant.secure.force.com/default/CnP_PaaS_EVT__ExternalRegistrationPage?event_id=a2z1L000001Ho2bQAC&
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Sunday 

  
Monday 

 
Tuesday 

 
Wednesday 

 
Thursday 

 
Friday 

 
Saturday 

 

1   
 

 

  1 

 
6:00 PM – Worship 

Service 
6:00 PM – Jazzercise 

2 
3:00 PM – Worship 

Service 

 

3 
  

4 
9:30 AM – Adult Sunday School 

 
10:15 AM - WORSHIP 

SERVICE  - Sacrament of 
Holy Communion 

 

5 
6:30 PM – ZOOM – 

Accountable 
Leadership Board 

Meeting 
 
 

6 
6:00 PM – Jazzercise 

 
 

7 
 

 

8 
6:00 PM - Jazzercise  

9 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

10 
 

 
11 
9:30 AM – Adult Sunday School 

 
10:15 AM - WORSHIP 

SERVICE   

12 
 
 
 
 
 

 

13 
6:00 PM - Jazzercise  

 
 
 
 

14 

 
 

15 
6:00 PM – Jazzercise 

  
 

 16 
 

 17 

 

18 
9:30 AM – Adult Sunday School 

 
10:15 AM - WORSHIP 

SERVICE   
 

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE  

19 
 

20 
6:00 PM – Jazzercise 

  
 

 21 
 

22 
6:00 PM – Jazzercise 

 

23 

 
24 

 

 

25 
9:30 AM – Adult Sunday School 

 

10:15 AM - WORSHIP 
SERVICE   

 

26 27 
6:00 PM – Jazzercise 

 
 

28 
 

29 
6:00 PM – Jazzercise 

 
 

30 
 

 

 



 

The NEWSLETTER 

DEADLINE FOR 

March is: 

February 21st              

CHRIST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

5200 South 48th Street 

Greenfield, Wisconsin 53220 

²ƻǊǎƘƛǇ ΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦΦΧΧΧΦΦΦΧΦΦ 10:15 AM 

The Sacrament of Holy Communion is served on the 

First Sunday of each Month 

wŜǾΦ aŀƻ IŜǊΧΧΧΧΦΧΧΧΦΦΧΧΧΧΧΦΧΧΧΦΧΦPastor 

/ƘǳǊŎƘ hŦŦƛŎŜ ΧΧΧΦΦΧΧΧΧΦΧΧΧΧΦΦΦ 414 421-0202 

9ƳŀƛƭΧΧΧΧΧΦΧΦΦΧΧΧΦ christumc1@sbcglobal.net     

Website……….…..… http://greenfieldchristumc.org/  

Rev. Dr. Hee-{ƻƻ WǳƴƎΧΧΧΧΧΦΧΧΦResident Bishop 

wŜǾΦ CƻǊŜǎǘ ²ŜƭƭǎΧΧΧΧΦ……District Superintendent  

 

 

Rev. Jorge Mayorga Solis 

ΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦ5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ {ǳǇŜǊƛƴǘŜƴŘŜƴǘ 

bŜǿǎƭŜǘǘŜǊ ŜƳŀƛƭ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎΧΧǎŀƳŜ ŀǎ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

CHRIST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

5200 South 48th Street 

Greenfield, WI 53220 
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