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[bookmark: _Hlk191395563]“Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.” (2 Corinthians 1:2, NRSVUE) (2) Amen.
Last week we started The Sermon on the Mount. We got to hear how Jesus spoke to the first of his disciples as well as the people back then. We also got to hear how he spoke to those of us right here and right now in this space as well. We got to hear precisely what Jesus observed about everyone as he sat down up on that hill. Believe it or not, we got to hear all too common things about our very own selves in those Beatitudes.
So, now we are moving on to week two of The Sermon on the Mount. However, we are not just leaving week one behind, we are not discarding it, but we are linking it directly together with week two. Now we know who we are, and now we need to get to work. We really did need to hear these words from the last two weeks as we get ready to discuss the continued mission of our congregation and so much more at our Annual Congregational Meeting today. We need to be continually encouraged how to be the salt and the light in this very place, and out there in the world as well. However, there is more than just that which we heard in the very words from scripture as well. We need to allow ourselves to really hear and live into the entire message from today. I really hope that we did not just get so completely stuck on the salt and light imagery that is front and center that we actually missed out on what is intentionally at the end of our Gospel Reading and the purpose that it intended to remind us of and serve.
So, let’s dig in here together, and let’s see what I am talking about. Let’s really open up these words and even put them in a more here and us right now format. First off, Salt and Light operate hand in hand here folks. We are called to be the hands and feet of Jesus in the world. We are called to go out there and provide flavor and illuminate things. We are called to share the Word and proclaim the Good News. It is not just a job that I have on Sundays while standing up here at the Altar or in the Pulpit. It is a calling and a vocation for all of us. I know sometimes it does not always seem that way. I know sometimes it is really hard to provide flavor or illuminate things in situations that seems so far from ideal. However, we are continually called to be those countercultural beings who do not follow the status quo of society and stand firmly on the grounds of our faith. We are to stand so firm at times that we may be called awkward, or mocked, or even worse. However, in doing so we may also be heard, loved, and continually draw focus onto our Triune God. We are the very people Jesus spoke of and observed in those Beatitudes last week, and none of us is less than, for we have intricately and beautifully been designed and sent forth precisely the way God desired. We are doing the work of God. Taste and see really do come to the forefront here, just in a slightly different, but yet extremely meaningful way.
So, how do we be salt and light without being weird? How do we be salt and light and provide for society in a way that is heard and felt and not just “trampled under foot” (2) or hidden “under the bushel basket?” (2) It is not easy sometimes folks. It takes a little creativity and determination. It takes a little perseverance and persistence. However, if we truly share and care in a way that shows others just a little bit of Jesus then we are doing precisely what we have been called to do. That means we also must live right. That means we need to provide a taste of God by providing a taste of ourselves day in and day out. That means we also need to be living in the light and not be stuck in the darkness. Of course we are not called to be perfect, but we are called to set an example and live out our faith in a way that others hunger for and want to follow in the light that we cast out to them. We want them to taste and see all that is good far beyond what we do. We want them to join in the larger community of faith and be at the table with all of us. We want others to change and grow precisely how we do day in and day out. That is our calling, and that is our purpose, and we do so time and time again by being completely humbled and living at the foot of the cross. For we are continually thankful for all that God has done for us. So, it is like we almost have no other option other than to go out there and share the Good News with others.
Alright, enough about salt and light. Let us be reminded of what else we heard here today. I would hope that we all heard how Jesus lived into the laws and the times back then, and how his teaching was no different than that from the Torah. Jesus was really living into his “Jewish tradition and Jewish faith. That is, Jesus should not be understood as offering something that supersedes the law. Instead, his teaching should be viewed as that of one who holds the law in the greatest respect.” (7) The Ten Commandments that were delivered to Moses, and eventually onto all of us, are truly an extension and even a simplification for us to be able to experience and live by the 613 commandments that are in the Torah. God did not disregard or discard the Torah; he just put a little more salt and light on them for us to be able to have some more defined ways to live out our lives.
Furthermore, he was not disrespecting the Pharisees, but Jesus was honoring them and their practices in the same exact way that he honors us and holds us in high regard when our hearts and our actions are in the right place. Jesus knew the entire story, he knew the scripture fully, he knew that the Pharisees would be the very same people that eventually condemned him, just like you and I. Sometimes we do not always hold God in high regard, and sometimes we unfortunately condemn God. It is not something to be proud of, and quite frankly we are ashamed by it time and time again. However, we condemn God precisely as the Pharisees did back then when we do not honor his commandments and live a life of salt and light existence and end up being like the rest of the world. I know that is a hard pill to swallow, but it is truth. So, let us remember who and whose we are. Let us remember the blessed assurance that has been provided to us from the cross and resurrection of our Lord. Let us live into full righteousness in this covenant story, and let us continually provide honor and glory to our Triune God as we go out and share that very same Grace and love with others.
Amen.
Matthew 5:13-20
     In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus encourages his followers to be the salt of the 
     earth and the light of the world, doing good works and keeping God’s 
     commandments.

      [Jesus said:] 13 “You are the salt of the earth, but if salt has lost its taste, how can 
     its saltiness be restored? It is no longer good for anything but is thrown out and 
     trampled under foot.
  
     14 “You are the light of the world. A city built on a hill cannot be hid. 15 People do 
     not light a lamp and put it under the bushel basket; rather, they put it on the 
     lampstand, and it gives light to all in the house. 16 In the same way, let your light 
     shine before others, so that they may see your good works and give glory to your 
     Father in heaven.

     17 “Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have come 
     not to abolish but to fulfill. 18 For truly I tell you, until heaven and earth pass 
     away, not one letter, not one stroke of a letter, will pass from the law until all is 
     accomplished. 19 Therefore, whoever breaks one of the least of these 
     commandments and teaches others to do the same will be called least in the 
     kingdom of heaven, but whoever does them and teaches them will be called 
     great in the kingdom of heaven. 20 For I tell you, unless your righteousness 
     exceeds that of the scribes and Pharisees, you will never enter the kingdom of 
     heaven.”
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