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President’s Report
As the Holidays quickly approach, it is important to pause and give thanks for the many blessings that we have,
both personally and organizationally. Our organization absolutely thrives due to our members and volunteer’s
dedication to meeting our objectives. And, we have the opportunity to meet our objectives because of the
freedoms afforded us by our founding fathers and maintained by our veterans. So, on December 9 th,
immediately following our Monthly Meeting, we are going to the Tut Fann Home to hand out Christmas Cards
and spend some time with our Veterans. All members are invited and encouraged to attend. Our Color Guard
will be present and this should be an enjoyable way to spend some holiday time with fellow members and a
wonderful way to honor our veterans.
This is a busy time of the year and should prove to be very engaging for any members who wish to participate.
On Veterans Day, our Chapter was well represented by the Color Guard and various members who rode the
“Washington Crossing the Delaware” Float in the Veterans Day parade. A special thanks to Bob Anderson for
his dedication, storage, and maintenance of this float. Our Color Guard participated in several additional
Veterans Day parades as well as Grave Markings. This month they will be performing in numerous Christmas
Parades as well as Wreaths Across America. We continue to need additional volunteers who may be interested
in Color Guard Duty. Note that anyone who is interested can participate at a level that is comfortable for them.
If you are interested in even discussing the possibility of your participation, please do not hesitate to reach out to
our Color Guard Commander, Randal Jennings.
We have additional events coming up that our membership needs to be aware of. On December 13 th at the
Constitution Hall Park we will be dedicating a 23-star American Flag. This event will occur in the afternoon
the day before Alabama becomes 200 years old and will help to spread the SAR name in a building that is visited
by many. We are also planning a Spring event at the American Village in Montevallo, AL for the dedication of
the Washington Sycamore Tree that is being planted this month. Our annual Chapter Banquet will occur on
March 20th at the Huntsville Country Club and should prove to be a wonderful event as usual. We have our
Public Service Awards coming up in December and our Youth Awards coming up in February. Additionally,
Montpelier (James Madison’s Plantation) has agreed to donate a number of Tulip Poplar seedlings from their
grounds which will be raised in the greenhouses of the Huntsville Botanical Garden. The Huntsville Botanical
Garden has graciously agreed to raise the trees to the point where they could be planted around Madison County
by TVCSAR in memory of James Madison (our counties namesake). Additionally, our Public Relations efforts
have us going back into the radio studio next week to record Public Radio announcements for Pearl Harbor Day
and Washington’s Birthday. We will keep you posted on the times that those will be broadcast. And, our
Nominating Committee has successfully completed our upcoming list of officers that will be presented to our
membership for consideration. We will announce that group in the December meeting and vote on them in
February per our By-Laws.
TVCSAR has 8 new George Washington Endowment Fund (GWEF) Fellows this year. That means that our
Chapter has more than 10% of the new George Washington Endowment Fellows for the entire nation. It is
hard to believe that our Chapter could have such a large impact nationwide. This is something to be proud of
and to continue. As was mentioned in last months meeting, this endowment grows and continues to contribute
funds nationwide to meet the objectives of SAR without ever spending a single penny of the principal. So, if you
haven’t become a George Washington Fellow, please consider doing so and let’s make it a goal to have the
largest GWEF Membership for any single Chapter within the nation.
I am thankful to be a part of this organization and to have such a dedicated membership and group of
volunteers. The Tennessee Valley Chapter is a wonderful organization that welcomes visitors, cherishes
involvement, respects our nation, pursues our objectives, and desires fellowship among our members, our
friends, and other history-oriented organizations. My hope for each of you is to have a Merry Christmas and a
Happy New Year full of health and happiness. Thank you for allowing me to be a part of this organization and
for the opportunity to work with such an impressive group of Compatriots.

Jim Griffith
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Minutes of previous meetings can now be found at: https://www.tvcsar.org/monthly-meeting-minutes.html

Lewellen Jones

At the November meeting, five new George Washington Endowment Fund (GWEF) Fellows received their
certificates and pins. From left to right in the picture are: Historian General and Chairman of the NSSAR
GWEF Board Bill Stone, Ken Michel, Chapter VP Ray Livingston, Chapter Recording Secretary Benny
Hannah, Chapter President Jim Griffith, Don Wolfe, and State GWEF Committee member Mac Moon.
In addition to these five, we earlier had two new GWEF Fellows, Randal Jennings and George Vinson. We
have one more certificate and pin to present at the December meeting for Sarah Curtis, wife of Don Wolfe.
This makes a total of eight new GWEF Fellows for the Tennessee Valley Chapter since the first of April!

Upcoming Events

Dues for 2020

9 December 2019 - Regular Meeting, 11:00am, Huntsville Public Library.

Dues notices for 2020 have been mailed out and dues
collection is going well. If you haven’t paid your 2020
dues, please send a check for $90 made out to
TVCSAR to:
Tennessee Valley Chapter, SAR
P.O. Box 18832
Huntsville, AL 35804

13 January 2020 - Regular Meeting, 11:00am, Huntsville Public Library Downtown Huntsville
10 February 2020 - Regular Meeting, 11:00am, Huntsville Public Library.
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New Members October/November Meetings. Welcome new members !

Harold Whitesides

Perry Scalfano

Conley Ownby

Photo by Jim Maples

Tony White
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Lewellen Jones

On Sunday, November 10th we placed Christmas Wreaths at the graves of several Revolutionary War
soldiers. In the top picture is the grave of Albert Russel, the middle picture is the grave of John Ward and the
bottom picture are the graves of Francis Eppes Harris and Peter Efford Bentley. In the bottom picture from
left to right are George Royer, Charles Powell, Don Wolfe, Jim Maples, Randal Jennings, Chip Pharr,
Benny Harris, Jim Griffith, Smoky Ferguson (Cullman Chapter), Bob Baccus, Bob Anderson, Otha
Vaughan, Ken Michel, and Jess Brown.
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Above, our speaker for October was Ed Kennedy (on the left) and for November Historian General Bill
Stone (on the right). Ed’s presentation was “Military Tactics in the Revolutionary War.” Bill’s presentation
was “Donor Artifacts Program for the SAR Education Center and Museum”
Below left Compatriot Mike Gray was awarded the War Service Medal and Certificate. Thank you for
your service Mike! Below right, Compatriot Harold Whitesides was awarded a Flag Certificate for his
proper display of the American Flag. Congratulations Harold!
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Above left, our Color Guard participated in a DAR event at Harris Hill Cemetery marking the grave of
Lemuel Meade. Lemuel Meade was a signer of Alabama’s first constitution in 1819. Above right, our
Color guard gets ready for the Veterans Day Parade in Huntsville. The Huntsville Veterans Day Parade is
the second largest in the nation and is always an outstanding event.

Photo Courtesy of Aaron Davies

Jim Maples
1501 Elmwood Dr.
Huntsville, AL 35801
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