Exciting new titles in Canadian History from

Rock’s Mills Press
Canadians have long been avid readers of popular history by such best-selling authors as Pierre
Berton, Farley Mowat, and many others. Rock’s Mills Press is delighted to announce its Spring 2016
History list, featuring brand-new editions of three of acclaimed Canadian historian J.L. Granatstein’s
most important books: his fascinating Canada’s War, still the only popular account of how Canada
navigated the treacherous shoals of World War II to emerge as the globe’s pre-eminent middle power; his ground-breaking Broken Promises: A History of Conscription in Canada, which examines the
issue that twice nearly tore the country apart; and The Ottawa Men, the intriguing account of the
men who revolutionized the federal civil service in the first half of the twentieth century and made
Canada one of the most prosperous countries in the world.
Each book includes a new introduction written especially for the Rock’s Mills Press edition in which
the author updates his research and reflects on the lessons of the past for the Canada of today.
These highly readable histories are a must for any collection.

Canada’s War
J.L. Granatstein
Canada’s transformation during World War II is an amazing piece of history, still recounted best by award-winning
writer and scholar, J.L. Granatstein.
Canada’s War remains the only account of the domestic
and world politics of World War II. At the outset of war,
Canada was a nation of 11 million people, trapped in the
morass of the Great Depression. Over the next half-dozen
years, national income doubled and over a million men
and women went into uniform. The war cost Canada $18
billion, yet the country emerged with a stronger economy,
not to mention new provisions for unemployment insurance, health care, family allowance, and the Veterans’
Charter.
Granatstein describes the politics at home that enabled Canadian men and women to prevail abroad. Key topics include the conferences at Ogdensburg and Hyde Park, the
billion-dollar gift to Britain, the British Commonwealth
Air Training Plan, and conscription. Granatstein also provides fascinating insight into the personalities that steered
Canada through this nation-forging period, particularly
Prime Minister William Lyon Mackenzie King.
$24.95 (T)
396 pages • 6 X 9 • Paperback
ISBN-13: 978-1-77244-018-8
18 archival photographs
© 2016 • Available

This Rock’s Mills Press edition contains an entirely new introduction by the author, an updated reading list, contemporary portraits of key figures, as well as other archival
photographs.
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$24.95 (T)
282 pp. • 6 X 9 • Paperback
ISBN-13: 978-1-77244-013-3
© 2016 • Available

$24.95 (T)
320 pp. • 6 X 9 • Paperback
ISBN-13: 978-0-9881293-9-9
© 2015 • Available

Broken Promises

The Ottawa Men

J.L. Granatstein with J.M. Hitsman

J.L. Granatstein

The only history of conscription in Canada, now re-issued
with a new introduction. . . .

Compulsory military service has always been a controversial issue, and nowhere more so than in Canada.

A lively and comprehensive study of the civil service mandarins who created modern Canada. . . .

Granatstein’s classic book remains the only comprehensive account of the formative years of the federal civil
service. Drawing on extensive archival research and indepth interviews with the surviving “Ottawa men” and
their colleagues, Granatstein shows how a small group of
individuals – including men such as Lester Pearson, who
went on to win the Nobel Peace Prize and become Prime
Minister of Canada – worked to create what many observers acknowledged as the most effective public service in
the Western world, leading Canada through the Great
Depression and World War Two to full nationhood and
a major role after the war as the world’s leading “middle
power.”

Award-winning historian J.L Granatstein considers the
thorny questions it raises: “Is it worthwhile to impose
conscription if by so doing you threaten to destroy the
nation and the national unity that the men at the front
are presumably fighting to preserve?”
This new edition begins with a reflection about why he
has changed his mind since first writing this book over
thirty years ago. The book remains the only history of
conscription in Canada.
Bitterness and division were the product of poor government handling of the conscription issue during the
First World War. Granatstein also explores how conscription became an issue again in World War II, the
Korean War, and the Cold War.

This re-issue includes a new introduction by the author
that surveys research since the book was originally published, as well as a new portfolio of photographs.
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