Aim: Was neo-isolationism the best policy for the U.S in the 1930s?


I. The U.S Avoids Foreign Affairs

· The U.S wanted to avoid European affairs after WWI
· The U.S proved this by not ratifying the Treaty of Versailles after WWI

· They also did not join the League of Nations

· The U.S wanted to go back to its policy of isolationism

II. The Neutrality Acts

· A series of acts passed in 1935, 1936, 1937, and 1939 
· Limited U.S. involvement in possible future wars 
· The 1935 act banned the shipment of war materials to aggressive nations 
· The 1936 act banned loans to aggressive nations 
· The 1937 act extended these provisions to civil wars 
· The 1939 act banned U.S. ships from carrying goods or passengers to aggressive nation ports 
· The Lend-Lease Act of 1941 diminished the laws, and they were repealed on November 13, 1941.
III. The Steps leading to WWII

A. Japan
· Japan controlled Korea

· Japan established control over Manchuria in 1931

· Japan wanted to expand further into Asia to control more natural resources

· This is the event that triggered WWII in Asia

B. Italy

1. Italy started to focus on expansion

a. Took Corfu in Greece in 1923  

b. Controlled Albania 

c. Reconquered Libya 
d. In 1935 Mussolini conquered Ethiopia

C. Germany

· In 1933, Hitler began to rebuild the German military.

· Hitler violated the Treaty of Versailles. 

· 1935, Hitler took back the Rhineland.

· In 1937 Germany signed an alliance with Japan. 

· In early 1938 Hitler annexed Austria

· At the Munich Conference of 1938, Hitler was given the Sudetenland

· Hitler received appeasement policy was used to avoid a war. 
· Appeasement worked for one year 
· 1939, Hitler claimed the rest of Czechoslovakia.
· March 1939 Italy invaded Albania. 
· This pushed the world again to the brink of war
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