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Passover is our oldest holiday - it marks the anniversary of the birth of Israel (Jews) as a people. There are four names by which the holiday is known:
Chag Hamatzohs: The holiday of the unleavened bread;
Chag Hapesach: The holiday of the Passover;
Zman Cheiruseinu: The time of our freedom; and
Chag Ho’oviv: The holiday of spring.
Each of these and the story of PESACH will be discussed in the following paragraphs.
Chag Hamatzoh - Matzah is a replica of the bread that the Jews ate after they raced to leave Egypt. It is a symbol of the life of poverty the Jews lived
through in Egypt. They were slaves of Pharaoh. Taskmasters were set over them to see that they did not idle. Concisely, it was humanly impossible for
them to hope to leave Egypt. You see Pharach was their ruler; he tried to be their god. That is where he made his mistake, for it was the will of G-d that the
Jews leave Egypt and devote themselves to him as his nation. No human being can set himself up as G-d. Think about it, history has taught us that the
wicked perish in the end; justice will ultimately win out.
And so with G-ds help and the leadership of Moses and Aaron, the Jews prepared to leave Egypt without a battle. Truly this was the work of G-d. They
rushed to leave. There was no time for them to take bread in a proper way with the dough rising. So they took their unleavened bread and started on a 4
year journey.
When we eat matzoh during Pesach we remembered the lives of our ancestors and we are reminded that our people serve only G-d the true ruler of the
universe.
Chag Hapesach - During the 210 years of their enslavement many of the Jews adopted Egyptian customs. When they were to leave Egypt, they had to
leave the country and its idolatrous practices that they had learned there. And so G-d put them to a test. The lamb was sacred to the Egyptians and
worshiped by them. On the evening of the 14th day of Nissan, the night of the last plague, the Jews were told to sacrifice a lamb to G-d. The lambs blood
was to be sprinkled upon their doorposts as a sign. That night the Angel of Death passed through the land of Egypt and killed all the firstborn males of the
Egyptians (human and animal). He would pass over the houses of the Jews; the blood would be his sign and their houses would not be touched by the
plague. To understand the test, the Jews who believed in G-d knew that there was no reason to fear the enraging of the Egyptians. G-d would protect them.
The Jews who believed in the sacredness of the lamb along with the Egyptians did not trust in G-d and would never perform the sacrifice. First, they would
be afraid to sacrifice the lamb as they believed that was sacred. Second, no one would protect them from the wrath of the Egyptians. They were not sure
that G-d would protect them. Such people were not worthy of being freed by G-d as they did not trust him.
This sacrifice of the Paschal lamb has been carried on to this day from generation to generation. As a remembrance of the miracles of Egypt, check the
Passover plate on the first seder. However, above all recognize the loyalty our ancestors showed to G-d.
Z’man Cheiruseinu The Jews were slaves to Pharach in Egypt and G-d helped Moses and Aaron to free them. Their slavery was not limited to physical
labor, they were also enslaved spiritually. They no longer remembered the G-d of their forefathers Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. Even those who believed
G-d began to lose hope and trust in Him. Many of them prayed and sacrificed to Egyptian idols. They thought this would find favor in the eyes of the
Egyptians. In their foolishness they didn’t realize that worship of false gods could not help them.
The time of freedom finally came. Out of Egypt, into wilderness and on to the promised land of Canaan went 600,000 Israelite males and their families.
They became a free people under G0d devoted to His Torah and loyal to each other.
Chag Ho’oviv The holiday of Passover is celebrated in 5782 from the 15th through the 22nd day of the Hebrew month of Nissan. This is the 16th through
the 23rd of April 2022 on the world calendar. Our first seder is held on Friday erev Pesah 14 Nissan/15 April. The second seder is held on Saturday night
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Beth Shalom Services: All services are in hybrid mode. Vaccinated people with proof and a mask may attend in person, all others may watch on our
Facebook page, Beth Shalom of Whittier. When there is a livestream taking place, you can click on it and watch. We encourage anyone who is not yet comfortable
coming to in-person services to tune in each week and take part in our services virtually and leave messages of greeting to other who are watching. This is one way we
can all stay in touch.

April 1-- 7:25 pm Prelude, 7:30 pm Service--Hazzan and Lance and Ty Woodward
April 8-- 7:25 pm Prelude, 7:30 pm Service--Hazzan and Lance and Ty Woodward
April 15-- Erev Shabbat Pesah 6:25 pm--Pesah prelude; 6:30 pm--service --Hazzan Lance and Ty Woodward
April 16-- Shabbat First Day Pesah Choral Service--9:25 am--Lewandowski Pesah prelude; 9:30 am service--Hazzan Lance;
The Beth Shalom Singers; Ty Woodward, Organist and Choir Master
April 22-- Erev Shabbat end of Pesah-- 7:25 pm--Pesah prelude, 7:30 pm service--Hazzan Lance and Ty Woodward
April 23-- Shabbat Pesah Yizkor Service-- 9:25 am--Pesah prelude; 9:30 am service--Hazzan Lance and Alan Kelly-Crawley
April 29-- 7:25 pm--prelude, 7:30 pm service--Hazzan Lance and Ty Woodward

Directions for viewing livestream services:
If you are a current Facebook subscriber, you need only to go to our Facebook page, Beth Shalom of Whittier, to view these
announcements and videos. If you are not a current Facebook subscriber, you need to go to www.facebook.com and sign up with a
username and password and then you can access our page at that point.

Book CluB News

-

Birthdays

-

Evelyn Goldberg Brunelle

April 6

Eileen Baptista

April 11

Ann Kanahele

April 14

Bernard Starkman

April 17

Michelle Hess

April 30

Anniversary
-0~~~~~~~~~

Beth Shalom of Whittier wishes you
a Happy Birthday!!
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

-

-

-

-

-

—

- -

- -

15 Nissan/16 April. Passover ushers in the spring season. It brings with it the joy that we experience when we see the rebirth of nature. Trees and
flowers begin to bloom and the air is filled with the sweet fragrance of new life. That is why spring is truly the symbol of Passover. In fact spring
symbolizes the rebirth of the nation of Israel. It is a fresh start for all Jewish people to a life devoted to the fulfillment of Torah and good deeds.
Passover Haggadah A complete coverage of the Passover story is found in the Passover Haggadah that is read during each seder. The meaning of
the meal along with its associated songs and ceremony is explained in the Passover Haggadah. I recommend it to your reading for a joyous holiday.
Shalom!
Sam Pearlman
PS The first two and the last two days of Pesah are called “YOM TOV”, the middle four days are called “Chol Hamoed”. It is customary, to study the
laws of Pesah 30 days before the holiday.
Shalom,
Sam Pearlman
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