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A pril is Holocaust
Remembrance
Month. One of

the best ways to learn
about anything is to
talk to someonewho
lived through it.
On Saturday at 1 p.m.,

the Bordeaux Branch
Library will host a talk
with a Holocaust sur-
vivor. Raleigh resident
Abe Piasek will be in
Fayetteville to discuss his
personal experiences as a

Holocaust survivor.
Piasek, a Polish Jew,

was 11 years old when the
German army invaded
Poland. Starting in 1941,
he spent time in four
concentration camps,
including Auschwitz. He
was liberated by Allied
forces in 1945.
Thereare twoHolocaust-

relatedeventshappening
outside the library inCum-
berlandCounty.
OnThursday at6:45

p.m., the local Fayetteville
Beth Israel Synagogueon
MorgantonRoad is hosting
a talkwithPastorChris
Edmonds.He is the sonof
WorldWar II heroMaster
Sgt. RoddieEdmonds,
whosevalor savedmore
than200 Jewish-American

soldiers in aPOWcamp in
Germany.
“Holocaust: The Power

ofWords, The American
Response” is an event
on Fort Bragg at the Iron
Mike Conference Center
on Thursday from 10 to
11:30 a.m. This event is
open to everyone but
passes are required to
enter Fort Bragg.
For those whowould

like to learnmore about
the Holocaust, there are
two local organizations
to consider: the Chapel
Hill-based Center for
Holocaust, Genocide, and
Human Rights Education
of North Carolina and
their affiliate, the Holo-
caust Speakers Bureau.
Bordeaux Library hosted

a talkwith a survivor from
theHolocaust Speak-
ers Bureau last year. Find
themonline at holocaust-
speakersbureau.org. The
agency sponsoring Pias-
ek’s visit this year is the
NorthCarolinaCouncil
on theHolocaust, funded
by theN.C.Department
of Public Instruction. It
can be found online at
ncpublicschools.org/
holocaust-council/.
If you cannot attend

any of these events but
still want to learn about
this dark period in his-
tory, there are plenty of
books and DVDs available
at your public library. One
of the classics, “Night” by
ElieWiesel, is by a Holo-
caust survivor whowould

later win the Nobel Prize,
proving that a book on
this subject does not have
to be long and dry.
“Maus,”pronounced

“mouse,”byArt Spiegel-
manwas the first graphic
novel towin thePulitzer
Prize in 1992.Twobooks
that aremore recent are
“TheBookThief”by
MarkusZusak and“The
Boy in theStripedPyja-
mas”by JohnBoyne.
Perhaps the standard-
bearer is “Diaryof aYoung
Girl” byAnneFrank,which
is onmost school reading
lists.The latter threewere
allmade into acclaimed
films aswell.Othermovies
on theHolocaust avail-
able at the library are
“ThePianist” (2002),

“Schlindler’s List” (1993)
and“Life is Beautiful”
(1997).All three of these
wereOscar-winners.
Spanish-American

philosopher George
Santayanawrote in 1905,
“Those who cannot
remember the past are
condemned to repeat it.”
This is why it is important
we learn about it, so that
wemake sure it is never
forgotten or repeated.
Formore information

on library programs, go to
Cumberland.lib.nc.us or
visit your nearest library
location.

Matthew Kleven is an
informational services
librarian at the Bor-
deaux Branch library.

YOUR LIBRARY

Learn about the Holocaust at the library

MatthewKleven

ByRodgerMullen
Staff writer

“Godspell” opens the
Gilbert Theater’s 2018-19
season, while Sweet Tea
Shakespeare starts its next
seasonwith “TheComedy
of Errors.”
Both Fayetteville the-

aters released their season
lineups recently.
TheGilbert, at 116Green

St., opens its 25th season
with the Bible-based
musical on Sept. 21-
Oct. 7.
“Godspell” debuted

off-Broadway in 1971 and
is known for songs includ-
ing “Day by Day.”

The theater contin-
ues its season with the
Christmas favorite “It’s
a Wonderful Life” Nov.
23-Dec. 16, the Pulitzer
Prize-winning drama
“Doubt” Feb. 1-17 and
the fantasy “TheLion, the
Witch and theWardrobe”
April 5-21.
The theater’s season

concludesMay 30-June 9
with “The Laramie Proj-
ect,” which is about the
reaction to the murder of
a young gayman in Lara-
mie,Wyoming.
More information is

available by calling the
Gilbert at 678-7186, at its
website, gilberttheater.

com, or on its Facebook
page.
SweetTeaShakespeare,

which stages its plays at
various locations, opens
its season Aug. 21-Sept.
2 with “The Comedy of
Errors,” a farce.
Next, the theater will

present “OtlelLit” in
October andNovember.
The play, based on

“Othello,” is part of the
theater’s irreverent “Lit”
series, which includes
audienceparticipationand
improvisation.
“Behold: A Christ-

mas Cantata” will be
presented Dec. 6-15,
the Victorian drama

“Sweeney Todd” i s
scheduled Jan. 17-Feb. 3
and “Maid Marian,” part
of the theater’s “Honey
Series” featuring plays
centered on women, will
be stagedApril 25-May 12.
Sweet Tea’s season

wraps up with “Richard
III” and“TheMerryWives
ofWindsor” presented in
repertory June 4-23.
For more information,

call 420-4383 or go to
sweetteashakespeare.com
or Facebook.

Staff writer RodgerMul-
len can be reached at
rmullen@fayobserver.
com or 486-3561.

Local theaters announce 2018-19 seasons
ByNancyMcCleary
Staff writer

RAEFORD–HokeCounty
deputies seized 241 illegal
gamblingmachinesMonday
after searchwarrants were
executed at two Raeford
businesses that had drawn
complaints fromresidents.
The machines were

seized at Club Pond Skills
Internet Cafe, at 3010
Club Pond Road in the
Shoppes at Raeford shop-
ping center, and at Triple
S. Bingo, at 2130 U.S. 401
Business, about twomiles
from the first business,
the Sheriff’s Office said in
a news release.
Sheriff Hubert Peterkin

said he had received com-
plaints from residents and
businesses, especially in
the shopping center where
Walmartis,aboutpeoplenot
beingable to findparking.
Of the 241 gaming

machines seized by the
Sheriff’s Office, 178 of
themwere taken from the
Club Pond Skills Internet
Cafe, Peterkin said.
Deputieswenttothebusi-

nesses about 2:30 p.m. At
thattime,between60and70
peoplewere in the Internet
Cafe,whichisinaspaceonce
occupiedbytheHibachiGrill
restaurant,Peterkinsaid.
A large amount ofmoney

was seized from the busi-
nesses, but Peterkinwould
not say how much. Mari-
juana and crack cocaine
alsowere foundduring the
searches.
No arrests were made,

Peterkin said, but investi-
gators are seekingwarrants
for the people responsible
for running thebusinesses.

Staff writer Nancy
McCleary can be reached
at nmccleary@fayob-
server.com or 486-3568.

Deputies seize 241
gambling machines

SOUTHERN PINES –
Police said Tuesday they
are now investigating
the death of a pregnant
18-year-oldwoman found
in her vehicle as a double
homicide.
Aiyonna Clarice Bar-

rett of Sanford was nine
months pregnant and her
unborn child died as well,
the Southern Pines Police
Department said in a news
release.
North Carolina has a

charge for murder of an
unborn childwhich carries
a sentence of life in prison.
Barrett 's body was

found inside her car about
7:45 p.m. Sunday on a dirt

path that
extends
south off
South
Gaines
Street.
Police

have no t
released a cause of death,
but have said they do not
believe itwas a randomact.
Anyone with informa-

tion is asked to call the
Southern Pines Police
Department at 910-692-
7031 or the Crime Tip Line
at 910-693-4110. Callers
do not have to give their
names.

NancyMcCleary

Pregnant woman’s
death considered
double homicide

Barrett

ELIZABETHTOWN–A
month-long undercover
drug operation resulted in
the arrests of twomen last
week, the Bladen County
Sheriff's Office said in a
news releaseTuesday.
“Both of these arrests

were the direct result of
citizen complaints,” Sher-
iff JamesMcVicker said in
the release.
HoustonJuniusSmith,26,

of the600blockofMcLeod
Street in Elizabethtown,
was charged with selling
and delivering cocaine,
manufacturing cocaine,
possessing cocaine, main-
taining a drug dwelling and
possessing cocaine with
intent tomanufacture, sell
anddeliver.Smith'sbailwas
set at $100,000.
William Dean Graeser,

53, of Sunset Park Road in
Bladenboro, was charged

with selling and delivering
marijuana, manufacturing
marijuana, maintaining a
drugdwelling andpossess-
ing marijuana with intent
to manufacture, sell and
deliver. Graeser's bail was
set at $20,000.
“When we get informa-

tion about the sale of illegal
narcotics in our communi-
tieswedoourbest to act on
them and shut the dealers
down," McVicker said.
"We welcome help from
the communities and our
citizens.”

NancyMcCleary

Bladen undercover
effort nets 2 arrests

Graeser Smith

RAEFORD – A Raeford
man is accusedof shooting
anotherman in the leg last
week, police said.
Don Marshall Small,

45, of the 700 block
of Forrest Street, is
charged with assault
with a deadly weapon
w i th i n t en t t o k i l l
inflicting serious injury,
possession of firearm by
a felon and discharging a
firearm in the city limits.

The
shooting
happened
about 3:50
a.m. April
4 atSmall’s
home, said
M a j . R .

Crumpler of the Raeford
PoliceDepartment.
Officers arrived to

find that James Brandon
Brown, no age or address
given, had a shotgun

wound to a leg.
Small, who was on the

property, was taken into
custody and admitted to
having the weapon and
shooting Brown, Crum-
pler said.
Brown was taken to

Cape Fear ValleyMedical
Center for treatment of
the injury, which was not
life-threatening.
" L u c k i l y h e w a s

not injured too bad,"

Crumpler said.
Crumpler saidSmall and

Brownhaduseddrugsear-
lier that night.
A small amount of drugs

were found at the scene,
according to reports.
The motive for the

shooting has not been
determined.
Small’s bail was set at

$285,000.

NancyMcCleary

Raeford man charged in shooting

Small

The search for a Fay-
etteville man who went
missing at SingletaryLake
State Park is nowa recov-
ery effort, a spokeswoman
for the N.C. Division of
Parks and Recreation said
Tuesday night.
Jessie Sgro, 23,whowas

camping in the Bladen
Countyparkwith a church
group from Fayetteville,

was reportedmissing at 9
a.m. Saturday.
His canoe was found

upright onSingletaryLake
later that day.
"Due to the length of

time since Mr. Sgro went
missing, the weather and
the lack of any signs that
Mr. Sgro left the lake, the
search is now a recovery
effort," spokeswoman

Katie Hall said.
Today,Wednesday

two boats with special-
ized sonar equipment
that relay images from
underwate r w i l l b e
deployed while two dive
teams will search the
lake, Hall said.
Boats designed to oper-

ate in search-and-rescue
efforts will search along

the shoreline.
SingletaryLake is aCar-

olina bay lake, Hall said.
Most of the lake is 5 to

7 feet deep, but parts of it
are 12 to 14 feet deep.
Anyone with informa-

tion is asked to call Bladen
County Emergency Ser-
vices at 910-862-6760.

NancyMcCleary

Search continues for manmissing in park

CUMBERLANDCOUNTY
Arrests

•Aaron Jermell Smith,
22, of the 4200 block of
TatumDrive,wascharged
Tuesdaywith twocounts
each of breaking and
entering amotor vehicle,
misdemeanor larcenyand
misdemeanor possession
ofstolenproperty.Bailwas
setat$5,000.
• Bridgette Ann Saam,

35, whose address is
unknown, was charged
Tuesday with violating
thesexoffenderregistryby
failing to report a change
of address. Bailwas set at
$5,000.

Break-in

HUMMINGBIRD PLACE:
Reported at 12:55 p.m.
Sunday,nothing reported
missing.

PUBLIC SAFETY

You can learn more
about how to organize
a community watch in
your neighborhood by
visiting Community
Policing on the city of
Fayetteville website or
calling 433-1830, 433-
1830 or 433-1827.
“It takes a strong

leader,” Hawkins
says for someone to
preside over a commu-
nity watch. “A strong
president.”
Ultimately, it all

boils down to neigh-
bors looking out for
neighbors, and the
neighborhoods they call
home.

Bill Kirby Jr. can be
reached at bkirby@
fayobserver.com
or 486-3571.

KIRBY
From Page A12

board members talked
aboutbehindcloseddoors.
Theboardmembersmet

in closed session for an
hour and 16minutes.
The board discussed

pe r sonne l ma t t e r s ,
according to the motion
to hold a closedmeeting.
Sutton has not revealed

any identifying infor-
mation about the new

superintendent other than
calling the candidate “he."
She has previously

described him as amazing
and said that hemeets the
school system’s needs.
The board had a strong

pool of applicants, Sutton
has said.
The school system

received 31 applications
for the position, including
the leaders of nine school
systems in North Caro-
lina and eight others with
experience leading school
systems across the coun-
try, she said.

The board held a public
forum in November to
get feedback from resi-
dents about the traits
they would like to see in
the new superintendent.
Surveys about the char-

acteristics were filled out
by residents of the com-
munity and school system
staff members.
The superintendentwill

succeedFrankTill Jr.,who
led Cumberland County
Schools for seven years.
In July, the board voted

unanimously to buy
out the final year of his

$271,000 contract.
Interim Superinten-

dent Tim Kinlaw, who
has worked for the school
system for 24 years, did
not seek the permanent
position.
The special meeting

is scheduled for 2 p.m.
in the board room at the
school system’s Central
Services Building on Gil-
lespie Street.

Staff writer Steve DeV-
ane can be reached at
sdevane@fayobserver.
com or 486-3572.
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