WELCOME TO WORSHIP
First Sunday of Advent
November 28, 2021
10:00am

taborlutheranchurch@gmail.com
www.taborchurch.net
Pastor Maria’s email: pastorhammons@gmail.com
It is the Mission of Tabor Evangelical Lutheran Church to be:
A blessed community in Christ that warmly welcomes people,
across their lifespans, to worship and serve in varied and diverse ways,
enthusiastically responding to God’s call.
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Gerard Graminski ………………………………………………………………………………………..Treasurer
Heather Loehmann ……………………………………………………………………………...…… Bookkeeper
Robert Sparks ………………………………………………………………………………….Financial Secretary
Joan Collins ……………………………………….…………..………. Prayer Chain Coordinator, 203-481-1846
Heather Loehmann .………………………………………….……………….SCS Superintendent, 203-415-9067
Diane Swartz …………………………………... Director, Tabor Christian Community Preschool 203-483-9420
Colin Sheehan …………………………………………………….. Director, Tabor Arts Branford 203-488-2541
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A WARM WELCOME TO ALL!
PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS …
The Sick: Ruth Carbone, Joan Collins, Donielle Didiano, Lynne Palomaki, Bob Puckett, Cathyann Roding,
Bryan Tuccillo, Nancy Errante, Lindsey Wilcox, Bob Sparks, Iris Kuerbitz, Mark & Karen Otterson, Debra
Hansen, August and Alison.
Homebound Members: Chet Blomquist
The Grieving: Joan Collins on the death of her son, Scott; Karen Downing on the death of her father
Military: For all those who are serving, especially those in harms’ way, and all who have served in
the Middle East and around the world; and for the chaplains who care for them, especially Cody Cox,
Alexander Hassen, Ben Hassen, and Patrick Tuccillo.
THE JESSE TREE is given by Heather Loehmann in honor of June Brown. During Advent, the thought of the
church is directed toward the coming of the Christ Child. Isaiah prophesied long before Jesus was born that “there
shall come forth a rod out of the stem of Jesse, and a Branch shall grow out of his roots” (Isa. 11:1). At the coming
of the Messiah all things would be made new. “The desert shall rejoice and blossom as the rose” at the coming
of the glory of God (Isaiah 35:1). Christians applied these prophecies to the birth of Jesus, and through the ages the
Jesse Tree and blooming rose have reminded us of Christ’s fulfilling of the Old Testament prophecy.

LAST WEEK’S MEMBER GIVING: $2191.00
We now offer the option to make your offering payment online at:

https://members.myeoffering.com/#/landing

SERVING TODAY
Ministers…All the people of Tabor!
PRESIDER/PREACHER:
PIANIST/ORGANIST:
VIDEOGRAPHER:
ALTAR GUILD:

Calli Micale
Charles Stack
Heather Loehmann
Betty Sparks and Lori Linsley

All liturgical text and liturgical music under copyright to or administered by Augsburg Fortress.
All service music, hymns, and songs under copyright to or administered by Augsburg Fortress
choral, keyboard, and instrumental music (livestream/podcast only) Please note: This expanded license
for livestreaming is limited to Augsburg Fortress copyrights only.

WE GATHER TOGETHER
WELCOME VISITORS! We are delighted you are with us today!
If you are visiting with family or friends, we pray that your time together is filled with joy & love.
If you are looking for a church home, we invite you to become part of our community of faith here at Tabor.
We prepare our hearts & minds for worship as we listen to the Prelude.
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PRELUDE
WORDS OF WELCOME

Welcome to all who worship today!
May our fellowship with Christ & with one another –
listening to God’s living Word, singing and praying together –
all be blessed by God.
Please stand as you are able

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Pastor:

All:

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,
the Lord of Israel who comes to set us free,
the Savior who comes to show mercy,
the Dawn from on high who guides us into peace.
Amen.
Let us confess our sins, in the presence of God – and of one another.
Silence for prayerful reflection.

Pastor:
All:

To you, O God, we lift up our souls.
You know us through and through;
we confess our sins to you.
Remember not our sins;
remember us with your steadfast mercy and love.
Show us your ways; teach us your paths;
and lead us in justice and truth,
in Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen.

Pastor:

Sisters and brothers, come with hope!
Our sins are forgiven in the name of Jesus;
We are called to serve.
The reign of God is near.
Amen.

All:

OPENING HYMN

“Wake, Awake for night is Flying”
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ELW #436

Text Philip Nicolai, @1999 Augsburg Fortress, Public Domain CCLI License # 2791081

Please stand as you are able
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KYRIE
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HYMN OF PRAISE

“Glory to God”
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ELW #99

CALL TO WORSHIP
Leader:
Congregation:

Come, let us walk in the light of the Lord.
Light the pathway, follow the footsteps.

Leader:
Congregation:

Clear it of stones, remove any obstacles.
Prepare the way of the Lord.

Leader:
Congregation:

Come, let us journey to the Bethlehem manger.
Hear of God's promises, witness God's faithfulness.

Leader:
Congregation:

Sing with Mary, rejoice with Elizabeth.
Prepare our hearts for Christ's coming.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
Pastor:

Let us pray.
Stir up our hearts, O God,
as we prepare the way for the Christ Child

All:

As we await his coming, nurture and inspire us to be
people of hope and peace, mercy and love,
through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.
The congregation may be seated.

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLE – The Hope of Your Coming
The Hope of Your Coming, v.1
Leader:

Today is the first Sunday of Advent, the Sunday of Hope.

Pastor:

Our hope is in God, and in God’s son, Jesus Christ.
He is the one appointed by God to be judge of all things.
He is the one through whom God has promised
to save and redeem God’s people.

Leader:

We light this candle today to remind us
that God is our hope and the hope of the world.
We thank God for the promises God has made to us
and for the light God has brought into the world.

Pastor:

Let us pray. (a brief silence)
O God of Hope, Emmanuel, God-with-us,
we pray you to send your light into our hearts at this time.
Help us to be ready for the day and the hour of Christ's final appearing.
Live in us and help us to live in you.
By the power of the Holy Spirit, transform us so that our worship, our celebration,
our time of preparation, may be pleasing to you, both now and forevermore.
Amen

All:

(Light the 1st candle.)
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Tabor Choir

ADVENT SONG

“The Hope of Your Coming”

Choir & Congregation

All rights reserved. Used by permission. CCLI #2791081

ANNOUNCEMENTS & PRAYER REQUESTS
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WE LISTEN TO GOD’S WORD
READING

Jeremiah 33:14-16

The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will fulfill the promise I made to the house of Israel and
the house of Judah. In those days and at that time I will cause a righteous Branch to spring up for David; and
he shall execute justice and righteousness in the land. In those days Judah will be saved and Jerusalem will
live in safety. And this is the name by which it will be called: “The LORD is our righteousness.”
Leader: Word of God.

All: Word of Life.

PSALM 25:1-10 (Read responsively; the congregation reads the bold verses)
To you, O LORD, I lift up my soul.
My God, I put my trust in you; let me not be put to shame,
nor let my enemies triumph over me.
Let none who look to you be put to shame;
rather let those be put to shame who are treacherous.
Show me your ways, O LORD,
and teach me your paths.
Lead me in your truth and teach me,
for you are the God of my salvation;
in you have I trusted all the day long.
Remember, O LORD, your compassion and love,
for they are from everlasting.
Remember not the sins of my youth and my transgressions;
remember me according to your steadfast love and
for the sake of your goodness, O LORD.
You are gracious and upright, O LORD;
therefore you teach sinners in your way.
You lead the lowly in justice and teach the lowly your way.
All your paths, O LORD, are steadfast love and faithfulness
to those who keep your covenant and your testimonies.
READING

1 Thessalonians 3:9-13

“How can we thank God enough for you in return for all the joy that we feel before our God because of you?
Night and day we pray most earnestly that we may see you face to face and restore whatever is lacking in
your faith.
Now may our God and Father himself and our Lord Jesus direct our way to you. And may the Lord make
you increase and abound in love for one another and for all, just as we abound in love for you. And may he
so strengthen your hearts in holiness that you may be blameless before our God and Father at the coming of
our Lord Jesus with all his saints.”
Leader: Word of God.

All: Word of Life.
The congregation stands for the Gospel.
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

Stand up and |

raise your heads—* your redemption is |

GOSPEL
Pastor.
All.

draw ing near.

Luke 21:25-36
The Holy Gospel according to Luke.
Glory to you, O Lord.

Jesus said, “There will be signs in the sun, the moon, and the stars, and on the earth distress among nations
confused by the roaring of the sea and the waves. People will faint from fear and foreboding of what is
coming upon the world, for the powers of the heavens will be shaken. Then they will see ‘the Son of Man
coming in a cloud’ with power and great glory. Now when these things begin to take place, stand and raise
your heads because your redemption is drawing near.”
Then he told them a parable: “Look at the fig tree and all the trees; as soon as they sprout leaves you can see
for yourselves and know that summer is already near. So also, when you see these things taking place, you
know that the kingdom of God is near. Truly I tell you, this generation will not pass away until all things have
taken place. Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away.
Be on guard so your hearts are not weighed down with dissipation and drunkenness and the worries of this life,
and that day does not catch you unexpectedly, like a trap. For it will come upon all who live on the face of the
whole earth. Be alert at all times, pray that you may have the strength to escape all these things that will take
place and stand before the Son of Man.”
Pastor: The Gospel of the Lord.

All:. Praise to you, O Christ.
The congregation may be seated.

SERMON

Calli Micale
Time for prayerful reflection.

WE RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD
Please stand as you are able
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SONG OF THE DAY

“O Come, O Come Emmanuel”

Text © 1997 Augsburg Fortress Used by Permission. OneLicense A-737702

APOSTLE’S CREED
Leader:
All:

Let us confess our faith in the words of the Apostle’s Creed.
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
Please be seated
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ELW #257

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
(Petitions marked “W” for worshipper may be read by anyone who feels moved by the Spirit.)
AM.

In this season of watching and waiting, let us pray for all people and places that yearn for
God’s presence. A brief silence.

W.

God of presence and peace, strengthen your church around the globe to proclaim the message
of your love coming to the world. Open our hearts to recognize your face in all people and in
all creation. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

C.
W.

God of mighty redwoods and microscopic plants, fields and city parks, the wind and the waves,
be a healing balm to our wounded planet. May we nurture what you have lovingly created.
Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

C.
W.

God of equity and compassion, bring righteousness and goodness to all peoples of the earth.
Give a heart of discernment and integrity to leaders in our communities and our country.
Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

C.
AM.

God of comfort and care, be present with those who watch and wait. Come to all who await
births, deaths, divorces, new unions, new jobs, retirements, healing, and life transitions of
every kind especially Ruth Joan Collins, Donielle, Lynne, Bob, Cathyann,, Bryan, Nancy,
Lindsey, Bob, Iris, Mark, Karen, Debra, August and Alison., Chet and Karen. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

C.
W.

God of promises kept and new dreams awakened, shelter your people from destructive storms.
We pray for those whose lives have been upended by natural disasters, for the work of Lutheran
Disaster Response, Lutheran World Relief, and other relief organizations.
Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

C.
W.

God of companionship and community, we give you thanks for the saints who journeyed with
us and now abide in you. Even in distress and uncertainty, make us confident your promises
endure forever. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

C.
AM.

God of new life, you come among us in the places we least expect. Receive these prayers and
those of our hearts, in the name of Jesus.
Amen.

C.
PEACE

As we await the day when it will be safe to embrace one another once again,
we offer each other a sign of God’s perfect peace... God’s shalom.
Pastor:
All:

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
The congregation may be seated.
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OFFERING

We offer our gifts - our time, talent, and treasure - to God,
in thanks for all that God has given us.

OFFERING PRAYER
AM.
All.

Let us pray...
God of our waiting and watching, we offer the gifts of our hearts and our lives to the
service of all your people. Prepare the way before us. You are our pathway and our peace.
Please stand, as you are able.

LORD’S PRAYER

We pray in the words that Jesus taught us.

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
The congregation may be seated.
NUNC DIMITIS (Let Your Servant Go in Peace)
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WE ARE SENT TO SERVE
BLESSING
Pastor.

All.

May God open our hearts to love and direct our ways in peace,
as we await the coming of the Christ Child.
And may our life-giving God, bless us now and forever.
Amen.

SENDING HYMN

“O Lord How Shall I Meet You”

SENDING

AM.
All.

Go in peace, to love & serve our Lord.
Thanks be to God!
We welcome Calli Micale to Tabor this morning and
thank her for sharing her gifts with us in worship.
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ELW #840

CHRISTMAS POINSETTIAS
Orders will begin for Christmas Poinsettias which will grace our
Sanctuary for our Christmas Services. You may place an order by
completing this order form placing it and your payment in an envelope
and returning to Tabor, by Sunday, December 5th.
They will be available for pickup following the 10:00 Worship Service on
Sunday, December 26th.

CHRISTMAS POINSETTIAS 2021
Orders are now being taken for Christmas Poinsettias and which will grace our Sanctuary for Christmas
Services. You may place your order by completing this form and returning it, along with payment to the
Church Office, by Sunday, December 6th. Checks may be made payable to Tabor Lutheran Church. We
suggest that you pick up your Poinsettia to either decorate your home for the Christmas Season --or to share with a friend, relative, or shut-in of your choice.
Poinsettia Price: $22.00 per plant

Poinsettia Color: Red

________________________________________________________________________________________
How
Please select:
Pick-Up
Many
In Honor Of: or In Memory Of:
Given By:
Yes No
________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________
Total Amount of Payment Enclosed $_____________

Tabor Altar Guild
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Please take a moment to click on the
Sign Up to choose an item or two
from the Giving Tree. Click the link
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e
0b4aa5ab2eaaf58-giving
You can have items direct shipped to
the church if you wish.

Sign up to participate in worship as:

Assisting Minister
Lector
Greeter/Usher
Choose the Sunday in which you are
interested at this link:
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f0445
abac28a75-tabor
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CHURCH CALENDAR
November 28, 2021 – December 5, 2021
Sunday, November 28, 2021
10:00am
11:00 a.m.

FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT
Worship – In-Person
Sunday of Hope Bible Study

Monday, November 29, 2021
8:30am – 3:00pm
9:00am – 4:00pm

Preschool Classes
Office Hours

Education Wing
Office

Tuesday November 30, 2021
8:30am – 3:00pm

Preschool Classes

Education Wing

Wednesday, December 1, 2021
8:30am – 3:00pm
9:00 a.m. – 12:00 pm
6:30 p.m.

Preschool Classes
Office Hours
Choir Practice

Education Wing
Office
Sanctuary

Thursday, December 2, 2021
8:30am – 3:00pm

Preschool Classes

Education Wing

Friday, December 3, 2021
8:30 a.m. – 12:00 pm
9:00am – 4:00pm

Preschool Classes.
Office Hours

Saturday, December 4, 2021
11:00 a.m.

Sunday, December 5, 2021
10:00am
10:00 a.m.
11:00 a.m.

Funeral - Scott Blomquist (son of Joan Collins)
Fall Cleanup Day (date/time tentative)
SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT
Worship – In-Person
Harpeggios perform during Worship
Sunday of Peace Bible Study
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Sanctuary
Library

Education Wing
Office

Sanctuary

Sanctuary
Sanctuary
Library

