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Happy Holidays!! 
 

We hope the holidays and the new year are happy and joyous  

times for everyone. Wishing all of our staff, students, parents and 

supporters a healthy, happy and amazing 2022! 



 

 

December, 2021 

 

Dear Families and Friends, 

 

It’s my pleasure to reach to all of you and wish you a happy and healthy  holiday 

season on behalf of all of us at The Hagedorn Little Village School, Jack Joel  

Center for Special Children (HLVS)!   

 

This year has certainly been full of challenges for all of us.  We have learned to 

adapt to an ever-shifting landscape of health concerns, regulations, and guide-

lines.  Yet through it all, our students have continued to thrive.  I have been amazed and exceptionally 

grateful to watch what our staff has accomplished!  They have continued to compassionately provide our 

students and families with the critical therapies and education that has defined HLVS for more than 50 

years.  Often this has meant embracing new technology, collaborating with families, and adapting as nec-

essary to meet each of our students’  individual needs. 

 

As we move forward in this second year of the pandemic, we are fortunate to enjoy the support of so 

many of our community members.  The modifications, supplies, and ongoing services that we have    

embraced to make HLVS as safe as possible has come at a considerable expense.  Fortunately, we     

continue to benefit from the extraordinary network of community members, Parent Association, Com-

mittee Members, and our of course our Board of Directors.  Your generosity and support has been       

invaluable during this period.   

 

This year, we have kicked off our annual Holiday Appeal with our second Giving Tuesday virtual pro-

gram.  If you were not able to view this when it debuted on 11/30/21, please visit our website to 

view.  This year, we are hoping to raise enough funds to enhance the school’s playground—specifically 

our “Great Lawn”. The great lawn is a fenced in grassy area used for adaptive physical education and 

general fun and games during gym and play time. We plan to replace the existing grass surface with a 

soft and safe artificial grass turf that will be weather resistant and maintenance free allowing the children 

continuous use.  We welcome any donations which can be made via the enclosed donation envelope    

addressed to the school, QR code, “text-to-give” or a link to our website; all of which can be found with-

in this newsletter. 

 

Thank you for taking the time to read our newsletter and to learn what our amazing students and dedicat-

ed staff are up to at 

HLVS!  We hope you and 

your families enjoy a safe and 

joyful holiday, and a happy 

New Year! 

 

Kind Regards, 

 

 

Jon Feingold, Ph.D. 

Executive Director 

 

Letter From the Executive Director… 

Remember, follow us on our Website, Facebook and Instagram!  
 

Don’t receive our monthly on-line newsletters? Email us at             
information@littlevillage.org to be added to the distr ibution. 

Check out our new Facebook Page at  
Hagedorn Little Village School 



 

50th Anniversary Virtual Gala! 

Little Village held its first ever Virtual Gala and it was a smashing success! Thanks  
to everyone who sponsored the event, our planning committee, our celebrity host  

Joe Piscopo, our keynote speaker Ed Miller and our two Board of  

Trustee Members Doug Bausch and Trish McCarthy who spoke live.  

 

  

 

 

We hope you can join us at next year’s  
Gala in person! 

 

See Page 8 for details on our 2022 Golden Rule 
Award Dinner at the Heritage Club at Bethpage 

on Thursday March 10th! 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
      

Edward D. Miller 
Little Village’s Original Golden Rule Award Recipient and  

Long Time Supporter Passes Away  

It is with much sadness that we share that Edward D. Miller, a long 
time supporter and valued advisor to Little Village has passed away. 
Ed was    Little Village’s original Golden Rule Award recipient in 
1989. Ed continued his generous support of Little Village throughout 
the years and was most recently the keynote speaker at our Gala      
celebrating 50 years. Our deepest sympathies go out to Ed’s wife 
Carole as well as his entire family. 
 
Ed was the former President and Chief Executive Officer of AXA   
Financial, Inc., where he held such positions from August 1997 
through May 2001. During that time, he also served as Chairman and Chief Executive Officer of AXA  
Financial, Inc.’s principal subsidiary, AXA Client Solutions, and as a director of AXA Financial, Equita-
ble Life,  Alliance Capital and Donaldson, Lufkin & Jenrette. He also served as a member of the supervi-
sory board and as a senior advisor to the Chief Executive of AXA Group from June 2001 through April 
2003. Prior to joining AXA Financial, Mr. Miller enjoyed a successful 35-year career in banking. Mr.  
Miller began his banking career at Manufacturers Hanover Trust, where he garnered increasing responsi-
bility and recognition. In 1988, he was named Vice Chairman, a position he held until 1991, when the 
company merged with Chemical Bank. Three years later, he was elected President. In 1996, upon the   
merger with Chase Manhattan, he 
became Senior Vice Chairman. 
While at Chase, Mr. Miller        
directed two of the largest finan-
cial services combinations in    
history at the time — the success-
ful mergers of The Chase Man-
hattan Corporation and Chemical 
Bank and of Chemical Bank and 
Manufacturers Hanover Trust.  

HLVS Parent Association 
Little Village would like to thank our outgoing PA Board members (pictured on left) who have done such an 
amazing job and also welcome in the new 2021-2022 board!   

Outgoing PA Board Members from left to right: 
 

Mary Russell, Lily Caruso, MaryAnne Hyland,  
Marissa Kohlbrenner, Kristin Maisano, Melanie Biscuiti 

Incoming PA Board Members from left to right: 
 

Jessica Nazabal, Corresponding Secretary, Lily Caruso,  
Second Vice President, Kristin Maisano, President,  
Marissa Kohlbrenner, Recording Secretary, Melanie  
Biscuiti, First Vice President 

 



 

Graduation 2021 



 

Holiday Appeal 2021 
 

Wishing all of our students, families, friends and supporters  
a joyous and healthy holiday season! 

 
The holiday season is always very special at Little Village. 2021 has been a very difficult and trying year for 
everyone including Little Village! Won’t you consider helping our special children reach for the stars this 

holiday season by remembering Little Village? Your generosity is appreciated in countless ways by our       
students and their families who depend on your support.  

 
Enclosed in this newsletter is a donation envelope to fill out and return. You can also donate in several other 
ways: by scanning the QR code below to the right, by texting GIVEHLVS to 516-744-8150, or by visiting our 

website at www.littlevillage.org and look for the red ‘donate now’ button.  
 

This year, the focus of our Holiday Appeal and Giving Tuesday will be to enhance the school’s playground —
specifically our “Great Lawn”. The great lawn is a fenced in grassy area used for adaptive physical education 
and general fun and games during gym and play time. We hope to replace the existing grass surface with a 
soft and safe artificial grass turf that will be weather resistant and maintenance free allowing the children 

continuous use.  
 
 
 

Until No Child Needs Us, We Need You;  

Especially Now! 

 
 
 
 
 

2021 Golf Outing  
 

On Monday June 14th,  Little Village held its 29th Annual Golf Outing. Due to incredibly high  demand and sup-
port for our school, golf was held at both the Cold Spring Country Club and the  Nissequogue Golf Club. After a 
great day of golf, all golfers and dinner guests joined together at Cold Spring for an awesome cocktail hour, din-
ner and live auction! 
 
Little Village was thrilled to present this year’s Drew Wiedhorn Humanitarian Award to Doug Solow. Doug is a 
very deserving recipient and worked tirelessly with our Golf Committee to make this event our biggest and most 
successful golf outing ever. Congratulations and thank you Doug! 
 

The day was a great success and everyone at Little Village appreciates the support of our golfers,       
sponsors and  donors!  

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
      

Save the Dates For Our Exciting 2022 Events 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
      

2021 Events 

Children’s Fun Train Ride 

Summer Fun Fridays 

The Ice Cream Truck Visit! 

   

 
 

 

 

  



 

 

We are very proud to announce that one of our Board of    
Trustee Members and Alumnus Parent was recently appointed 
to the  New Your State Court of Claims sitting in Supreme 
Court, Bronx County.   
 

Pictured on the right is the Honorable Alicia Gerez. 

Little Village Board of Trustee Member Appointed to  
New York State Judgeship 

Little Village Principal Patti Pizza Recognized By United Way 

Little Village was proud to announce that Patti 
Pizza, Little Village’s Principal, was selected 
as a United Way’s Wall of Heroes recipient.  
The United Way honored “heroes who have 
brought optimism into our lives in a year that 
has been extraordinarily challenging. These 
deserving heroes have shown acts of kindness, 
courage and care, ultimately making a positive 
impact on our lives. This includes champions 
from healthcare, retail, restaurant, non-profit, 
food grocery, public service, education, small 
businesses, labor unions, and more.“ 
 
From the United Way website:    
 
Patti Pizza serves as the Principal for The Hagedorn Little Village School, Jack Joel Center for Special Children 

(HLVS). HLVS is a not-for-profit school that has been providing critical special education and therapies to children 

and families with  developmental disabilities on Long Island for over 50 years.  Patti has been with HLVS for more 

than 40 of those years,   compassionately serving thousands of students and parents, and mentoring staff members 

to do the same.  

 

Patti has always been a “hero” to families and staff within the special needs communities. However the past year 

has spotlighted how truly special she is to HLVS.  During the pandemic, Patti worked every day and night to      

ensure that our students  received the services that they so desperately needed whether remotely or in-person. She 

researched  alternative  modalities and technologies, guided our staff, helped to draft and implement safety proto-

cols, and made herself available 24/7 to respond to any  issues or concerns that arose. Patti has been, and continues 

to be, a true hero!! 

 

Patti (center) with the children and staff from Room 8 



 
 
 

Names on this List Reflect Contributions Received From October 21, 2020 Through October 25, 2021 
(It does not include Capital Campaign Pledges that have not been received) 

Thank You For Your Support! 

 

Thank you to all who have generously contributed throughout the year. Every effort has been made to ensure complete and accurate lists.  We apologize for any errors or 
omissions.  Please contact Jennifer Kirincic at (516) 520-6043 or email her at Jennifer.Kirincic@littlevillage.org. 

 

$20,000 and above   

The Robert & Nancy Brooks  $50,000  

      Foundation  

Mr. & Mrs. James Hagedorn $48,500  

Mr. & Mrs. Adam Haber $46,406  

Mr. & Mrs. Nicholas Hagedorn $34,500  

The Scotts Miracle-Gro Company $33,000  

     Mr. James Hagedorn  

Horace and Amy Hagedorn Fund $33,000  

Frankel Family Foundation Inc. $32,500  

     Mr. Ed Frankel &   

     Mr. Keith Frankel  

Risk Placement Services, Inc. $32,500  

L N K International, Inc. $24,700  

      Mr. Joseph Mollica &   

      Mr. Joseph Mollica II  

$10,000 and above   

Mr. & Mrs. Robert B. Catell $17,500  

Gerry & Sue Levy Charitable Fund $15,000  

     Mr. & Mrs. Mrs. Gerry Levy  

Mr. Armand D'Amato Esq. $13,500  

Ms. Denise Wolfbiss $12,050  

Mr. & Mrs. Leonard Achan $11,250  

Mr. & Mrs. Ira Rothblut $10,500  

Double Eagle Agency, Inc. $10,250  

     Mr. Paul Adimando  

Dr. Barbara Feingold $10,100  

Academy Mortgage Corp. $10,000  

     Mr. Vincent Diorio  

Mutual of America $10,000  

Thomas & Jeanne Elmezzi Private  $10,000  

      Foundation  

Mr. & Mrs. Christopher Hein $10,000  

The Lois E. & Neil  J. Gagnon $10,000  

      Foundation  

The Rite Aide Foundation  $10,000  

      KidCents  

Ms. Melissa Weidhorn  $10,000  

$5,000 and above   

Mr. & Mrs. Scott Charney $9,500  

Package All Corp. $8,750  

      Mr. Philip Padgett  

Mr. & Mrs. Gregory Carman, Jr. $8,400  

Ms. Debi Karlinsky  $7,500  

      & Ms. Kathy Rocklen  

Mr. & Mrs. Michael & Dena Raab $6,750  

Mr. William Bosch $6,000  

Ms. Johanna Keep $5,500  

Port Charitable Foundation $5,000  

     Mr. Bert Brodsky  

RVC Blue Speaks, Inc. $5,000  

     Mr. Tony Cancellieri  

Sterling National Bank $5,000  

$2,500 and above   

Mr. & Mrs. Raymond Fallon $4,600  

United Way of Long Island $4,500  

Mr. & Mrs. Paul Adimando $4,500  

Merrill Lynch $4,125  

     Mr. Sergio Rosa  

The Sandra Atlas Bass and  $4,000  

     Edythe & Sol G. Atlas Fund  

Mr. Doug Solow $3,750  

Assured Partners $3,500  

Mr. Stuart Heimann $3,034  

The Fay J. Lindner Foundation $3,000  

Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Raab $3,000  

Ms. Melinda Libirizzi $2,800  

Mr. Jerry Dowell $2,750  

National Land Tenure $2,500  

     Mr. Philip Palmeri Jr.  

Mr. Robert Pape $2,500  

Mr. Peter Rotolo $2,500  

$1,000 and above   

Mr. & Mrs. Robert Leone $2,397  

Mr. Rick Krouner $2,250  

Ms. Melinda Goins $2,150  

Ms. Theresa Macaluso $2,086  

The Andy Foundation $2,000  

     Ms. Jill Palmeri  

Mr. & Mrs. Albert Anastasi $2,000  

Mr. Michael Brickman $2,000  

Mr. & Mrs. Jack Dolce $2,000  

Ms. Rebecca Haug $2,000  

Hegarty Family Foundation $2,000  

Mr. Marc Jacobs $2,000  

Mr. Joseph Lopardo $2,000  

Mr. Stephen Meyler $2,000  

Mrs. Carole Miller $2,000  

Ms. Lynn Pike $2,000  

Ridgewood Savings Bank $2,000  

Mr. & Mrs.  Tropeano $2,000  

Mr. & Mrs. Michael Walsh $2,000  

Mr. Mark Dobriner $1,940  

Ms. Lori Guttentag $1,940  

Mr. Michael Lissauer $1,940  

Mr. Jason Pearl $1,940  

Mr. David Savetz $1,940  

Mr. & Mrs. John Watras $1,800  

Mr. & Mrs. Douglas Bausch $1,700  

Mr. & Mrs. Neil Levy $1,610  

Mr. & Mrs. Michael Sayers $1,600  

The Diane Frisch Cohen  $1,500  

        Foundation  

Ms. Jeanne Deangelis $1,500  

Data Device Corporation $1,390  

     Mr. Joseph Castaldo  

D&B Engineers and Architects $1,250  

Comfort Zone Mechanical $1,150  

     Mr. Kevin McGowan  

Mr. Clinton Arnaboldi $1,100  

Mr. Michael Getzel $1,100  

Mr. Michael Vescovo $1,100  

Mr. Dominick Incantalupo $1,067  

Mr. & Mrs. David Kohlbrenner $1,050  

Mr. & Mrs. Joshua Bogart $1,000  

Mr. Roger Goldman  $1,000  

       & Ms. Fern Portnoy   

Jeannine and Claude Sherman  $1,000  

      Philanthropic Fund of the    

      Jewish Communal Fund   

Mr. & Mrs. M. William Joel $1,000  

Morici & Morici, LLP $1,000  

     Mr. Michael D. Morici   

Nancy And Paul Ross  $1,000  

     Foundation Inc.   

Mr. Alan Owens $1,000  

Mr. Thomas Owens $1,000  

Mr. Thomas Romano $1,000  

Mr. & Mrs. Mark Searage $1,000  

Ms. Vicki Spinelli $1,000  

Talay Trailer Sales & Rental, Inc. $1,000  

     Mr. Jay Joel   

Thomas & Barbara Sullivan  $1,000  

     Foundation   

The Whelan Foundation, Inc. $1,000  

The Yaspan Unterberg  $1,000  

     Foundation Inc.   

$500 and above   

Vietnam Veterans of America $710  

     Mr. Steve Bonom  

Mr. Walter Wasnieski $679  

Ms. Carmen Richkin $650  

Mr. & Mrs. Vincent Cangialosi $629  

Dr. & Mrs. Jon Feingold $600  

Mr. & Mrs. Jonathan Pesce $600  

Mr. Christopher Rich $595  

Dr. & Mrs. Henry Partridge $585  

Lesley Siskind $550  

Ms. Laurie Gindi $550  

Mr. & Mrs. Charles Hinkaty $550  



 
 
 

 

Thank you to all who have generously contributed throughout the year. Every effort has been made to ensure complete and accurate lists.  We apologize for any errors or 
omissions.  Please contact Jennifer Kirincic at (516) 520-6043 or email her at Jennifer.Kirincic@littlevillage.org. 

 

Mr. Ross Mallor $550   

Mr. Brett Vetensky $550   

Mr. Michael Haltman $534   

Ms. Kerri Weingard $534   

Ms. Tara Alossa $500   

Cowen and Company, LLC $500   

Mr. & Mrs. Barry Chandler $500   

The Judy Frisch Cohen  $500   

      Foundation    

Mr. & Mrs. Morton Demofsky $500   

Mr. Ryan Einig $500   

Mr. Steven Fangman $500   

Mr. Lewis Finn $500   

Mr. & Mrs. Mark Grgas $500   

Mr. & Mrs. Herbert Hoffman $500   

Steve Brian Kerr Foundation $500   

     Ms. Marcia Kerr    

My Law Realty $500   

Mr. & Mrs. Steven Memoki $500   

Ms. Sonia Pineda $500   

Mr. & Mrs. Jeffrey Rathgeber $500   

Mr. & Mrs. Edward Seidenberg $500   

Morgan  Stanley $500   

     Mr. Jeffrey Corso    

Mr. Allen Wolfbiss $500   

Mr. & Mrs. Timothy Zirkel $500   

$250 and above    

Mr. & Mrs. Steven Yanofsky $485   

Ms. Rosemarie DiCristo $475   

Ms. Carmelo Posillico $450   

Ms. Jill Raab $425   

Mr. & Mrs. Theodore Grant $400   

Mr. & Mrs. Paul McSloy $360   

Ms. Rachel Golder $350   

Mr. & Mrs. Alfred Smith $350   

Ms. Amanda Augustine $300   

Ms. Natasa Billeci $300   

Ms. Jeanine Cann $300   

Jass Consulting Inc. $300   

Mr. & Mrs. Jeffrey LaGueux $300   

North Massapequa Fire Dept. $300   

Mr. & Mrs. Nicholas McAree $300   

Ms. Kim McDonald $300   

Mr. David Skudin & $300   

       Mrs. Bink-Skudin    

Ms. Lisa Sarni $300   

Mr. & Mrs. Dennis Sharp $300   

Mr. Alexander James $291   

Abballe Plumbing Supply Corp. $250   

     Mr. Angelo Abballe    

Baker Tilly US, LLP $250  

     Ms. Ellen Labita   

Mr. Joseph Bavaro $250  

Ms. Victoria Bjorklund $250  

Mr. Scott Brody $250  

Congregation Beth Tikvah $250  

Mr. & Mrs. Michael Cooperman $250  

Mr. & Mrs. Stan Feingold $250  

Mr. & Mrs. Frank Ghezzi $250  

Mr. David Meyrowitz $250  

Mr. Bryant Michaels $250  

Mr. & Mrs. Mitchel Parker $250  

Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Pizza $250  

Mr. William Taylor $250  

Mr. Frank Tinelli $250  

Ms. Melissa Watras $250  

$100 and above   

Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Abbate $245  

Mr. & Mrs. Stefano Caruso $200  

Mr. & Mrs. Robert Darienzo $200  

Mr. Stanley R. Goodman, Esq. $200  

Ms. Jennifer Kirincic $200  

Ms. Liza Milgrim-Reyes $200  

Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Sciortino $200  

Mr. & Mrs. William Vance $200  

Mr. & Mrs. Bryant Wong $200  

Mr. Benjamin Terner $180  

United Way of Valley &  $175  

      Greater Utica Area  

Mr. & Mrs. Bernard Dorfman $172  

Ms. Joanne Kusky $170  

Movement Therapy Dept/HLVS $150  

Mr. Brian Auerbach $150  

Mr. Richard Bonifazio $150  

Ms. Laurie Benjamin $150  

Ms.  Cittadino $150  

Mr. Matthew Davoult $150  

Diorio Enterprises Inc. $150  

Mr. Thomas Frantellizzi $150  

Ms. Inna Kosmenko $150  

Plumb Pro Plumbing &  $150  

      Heating Corp.   

Mr. Robert Riefberg $150  

Mr. & Mrs . Kenneth Wright $150  

Mr. Bill Ziegler $150  

Tiffany Dry Cleaner  $142  

      of Merrick Inc.  

Mr. John Lee $125  

Mr. & Mrs. Eugene Cardone $122  

Ms. Leslie Hauser $118  

Mr. Joseph Aloi $100  

Ms. Joan Alossa $100  

Mr. Robert Angeletti $100  

The Benevity Community  $100  

      Impact Fund   

Ms. Nancy Bongiorno $100  

Ms. Joanna Borawski $100  

Mr. & Mrs.  Brian Boppert $100  

Mr. & Mrs. Ferdinand Canelos $100  

Ms. Christine Capobianco $100  

Mr. & Mrs. Vincent Causeman $100  

Mr. & Mrs. Gerald Ciccarello $100  

Mr. Manuel Coronel $100  

Mr. & Mrs. Anthony Derasmo $100  

Mr. & Mrs. Michael Dittrich $100  

Ms. Stephanie Dittrich $100  

Ms. Joanna Dittrich $100  

Domenico's Pizza $100  

Forster Chiropractic, LLP $100  

Ms. Elizabeth Gleason $100  

Mr. & Mrs. Martin Griffin $100  

Mr. & Mrs. Gerard Heller $100  

HSBC Philanthropic Programs $100  

Ms. Lorraine Jerome $100  

Mr. Warren Kleet $100  

Kids Learning Loft $100  

Mr. & Mrs. Marc Levine $100  

Ms. Christine Lathuras $100  

Ms. Michelle Lewis $100  

Ms Elaine Lichas $100  

Mr. Neil Lipuma $100  

Ms. Valerie Litt $100  

Long Island Neuropsychological $100  

     Drs. Rothman & Davidovicz   

Lieutenants Benevolent Assoc. $100  

     Police Department City of NY   

Mr. & Mrs. Anthony Mladinov $100  

Ms. Stephanie Montefusco $100  

Mr. & Mrs. Salvatore Moschella $100  

Minuteman Press $100  

     Mr. Mitch Parker   

Mr. & Mrs. Timothy Murphy $100  

Mr. & Mrs. Maximillian Nazabal $100  

Mr. & Mrs. Christopher Pieloch $100  

Mr. & Mrs. Raymond Potenza $100  

Ms. Deborah Reed $100  

Mr. & Mrs. Gennaro Sammarco $100  

Mr. Steven Schlow $100  

Mr. & Mrs. Douglas Smith $100  

Mr. Michael Soto $100  

Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Willdigg $100  

Names on this List Reflect Contributions Received From October 21, 2020 Through October 25, 2021 
(It does not include Capital Campaign Pledges that have not been received) 

Thank You For Your Support! 
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Save These Dates! 
Golden Rule Award Dinner 

March 10, 2022  •  The Heritage Club, Bethpage State Park 
 

Fashion Show 
April 28, 2021 • Crest Hollow Country Club 

 

Annual Golf Classic 
June 6, 2022 •  Cold Spring Country Club 

W L T F 

Check out our new Facebook Page at  
Hagedorn Little Village School 


