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President’s Report
The National Society Sons of the American Revolution (NSSAR) is a non-profit and
non-partisan organization. It is dedicated to promoting patriotism, preserving American
history and teaching American history to future generations.
The Tennessee Valley Chapter of SAR is working to carry forward the goals of the
National Society at the Chapter level. The activities that promote patriotism are those to help
us remember the efforts of Revolutionary War soldiers and the US military soldier that came
after them to help our Country to remain strong patriotic, preserving our history and
teaching future generation of our history, traditions of democracy, freedom of speech and our
protection of our constitution.
Nine grave markers for Revolutionary War Soldiers have been purchased. During this
year, we will use these markers to honor Revolutionary War Soldiers and make others aware
of their service and sacrifices.
We work closely with school systems that are interested in teaching history to their
students. We sponsor poster and brochure contests for lower grades. Oration and essays
contests are used to encourage older High School students to learn about history by their
participation.
New members are the life blood of our organization. I want to encourage each of you to
recruit new members. Our goal is to gain 40 new members per year. We also want to work
hard to retain members.
To make it easier to retain members NSSAR, ALSSAR and our chapter will begin to
offer lifetime memberships. Payment by PayPal or credit card will make it easier for our
members to pay their dues.
I have asked Jess Brown and Jim Griffith to create a new brochure to promote
membership to persons interested in joining SAR. We will create an information packet to
inspire interest and explain how to join SAR.
Jess Brown has proposed to issue Proclamations honoring persons and businesses that
help SAR. The Daughters of the American Revolution, descendants of Valley Forge and
several TV Stations worked closely with us last year and will be recognized in proclamations.
We have many activities going every month. Mark Hubbs and Benny Hannah have
worked hard to create a calendar of events for each month. This will help new and old
members keep up with our activities.
The Children of the American Revolution are our future members. We welcome them
to attend our activities and assist them with their projects.
The Color Guard is the face of Tennessee Valley Chapter of SAR. We are working
with them to recruit new members and schedule events. Last year, we had more events
available than we had Color Guard members to participate. New members of the Color
Guard will help spread the load.
Jess Brown does a great job. He has the personal contacts needed to keep our name in
the news. Jess has projects scheduled throughout the year. From planting trees from George
Washington’s home at Mount Vernon to arranging a TV station reporter at an event, he does
a great job.
We are always looking for people to help. If you are interested, please contact me.

Dudley Burwell
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Revolutionary Questions from Jim Griffith
1. The medical term “Therapeutic Phlebotomy” is more
commonly known as what?
2. There was a very famous founding father who was a
Medical Doctor and also a signer of the Declaration of
Independence. His medical practice frequently involved
blood letting. Do you know the name of this Doctor?
3. Personal hygiene practices have changed a great deal over
the years. Bathing everyday is expected in the 21st Century.
Do you know, on average, how many times people bathed
per year in Colonial Times?
4. Do you know why the British began to control the cutting
of large pine trees in the 1600’s within the Colonies?
5. There was an act of rebellion that occurred in Weare, New
Hampshire involving the cutting of these Pine Trees. Do
you know what this rebellion became known as?
6. Can you name the individual who invented the invisible
ink employed by George Washington? This individual had
been knighted by King George III and had a famous brother
as well.
7. Do you know the name of the individual who recruited the
Marquis de Lafayette to become involved in the American
Revolution?
8. There was a group of soldiers involved in the Battle of
Long Island, also known as the Battle of Brooklyn who
fought and bought time for the evacuation of the remaining
Colonial Soldiers. Do you know the nickname of that group?
9. The oldest medal in the United States Military is the
Purple Heart. However, it was not always known as the
Purple Heart. Do you know it’s original name?
10. Can you name the individual who has been credited with
coining the phrase “Taxation without Representation is
Tyranny”?
11. David Bushnell is famous for having created “The
Turtle” submarine. Later in his life, he lived under a
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different identity and his local friends in Georgia had no idea
of who he really was. Do you know the name that he used in
his later years?

Answers from the April/May Newsletter
1. We all know that George Washington commanded the
forces crossing the Delaware River to attack Trenton. But,
do you know the name of the group of individuals who
navigated the boats across the Delaware river?
The Marbleheads
2. When George Washington attacked the forces in Trenton,
do you know who he was attacking? What were they called?
Hessians
Jamie Stanley

Lewellen Jones

3. What is the name of the oldest individual to have fought in
the Revolutionary War?
Samuel Whittemore
4. Other than playing songs for entertainment and marching
purposes, do you know the purpose of the Drum and/or Fife
that was frequently part of a troop of American Revolution
soldiers? Communications. The Drummers and Fifers were
communicating battle instructions when fighting. This was how
the commanders instructions were related to the soldiers as they
could not hear someone yelling over the guns and screaming so
commonly found in battle.
5. Do you know the average age of American Revolution
soldiers? Although there were certainly people outside of the
average, most soldiers were between 18-20 years old.
6. Can you name the future President who attended the
Continental Congress with a dog? George Washington brought
his Fox Hound named Sweet Lips with him to Philadelphia for
the Continental Congress.
7. King George III, King of England and Lord Protector of
the Realm during the American Revolution was how old in
1776? 38 Years Old
8. We all know that the initial “battles” of the American
Revolution were in Lexington and Concord. But, can you
name the first major battle of the Revolution? The Battle of
Bunker Hill (Breed’s Hill).
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9. The name of the Treaty that formally ended the American
Revolution is referred to as the “Treaty of Paris”. Do you
know the name of the treaty that ended the French and
Indian War or 7-Years War? The Treaty of Paris
10. In Stillwater, NY is a monument referred to as “The
Boot”. This is a monument to a Major General whose name
is never mentioned on the monument. So, what Major
General fought and was injured at Saratoga that could not be
mentioned by name? Benedict Arnold

Upcoming Events
13 June 2022 - Regular Meeting, 11:00am, First Baptist
Church just across the street from the Library. Use
Entrance 5 at the rear of the Church.
11 July 2022 - Regular Meeting, 11:00am, First Baptist
Church just across the street from the Library. Use
Entrance 5 at the rear of the Church.
9 July - 14 July 2022 - NSSAR Congress, Savannah, GA

At the May meeting Compatriot Harold Whitesides
received three certificates for supplemental
ancestors. From left to right President Dudley
Burwell, Harold Whitesides, Charles McMurry,
and Ray Cassell
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Patriot Grave Markings
The Tennessee Valley Chapter Sons of the American
Revolution took on a real Challenge last year. We decided to
locate 30 Revolutionary War Patriots in our three county areas
here in North Alabama as part of the America 250 program.
The goal is to find their burial location, prove service, clean up
the cemetery if necessary and make repairs to headstones.
Once the cemetery is back to reasonable shape, we start
scheduling with our Color Guard, descendants of the Patriot,
local officials and neighbors to set up the Patriot Grave
Marking. The real challenge is to complete 30 of these
markings prior to our Nation’s 250th birthday on July 4th,
2026.We completed two of these in March with a very limited
group of volunteers. As we move forward, it’s obvious that we
will need more volunteers. Please consider joining us in this
very important project.
Old cemeteries can be some of the most important
historic landmarks, and can teach a lot about an area's
development, history, and culture. However, historic
cemeteries often require significant effort to maintain and
protect them from deterioration.
Two upcoming projects are the Cavett Cemetery in
Meridianville and the Donaldson Cemetery in Hazel Green,
AL. The Cavett Cemetery has gone through the major brush
and small tree removal. We still need to clear tripping hazards
and do some leveling. Unfortunately, the box tombs were
knocked over and need to be repaired before we can have the
ceremony. The Donaldson Cemetery has about 10 years of
growth that needs to be removed. Pictures are included in this
newsletter.
Another Cemetery we have been working is the Old Gray
Cemetery on Balch Rd. in Madison. We have cleared many
old fallen trees and a major portion of the brush. There is still
much work to be done in this cemetery. A major problem with
this cemetery is access to remove debris. The city is planning a
new access road that will go to their water treatment plant,
passing by the south end of the cemetery. This will solve our
access problem but the bad news is that the road work will not
happen until next year. We plan on having a group to go in
with their weed eaters to remove the new growth and remove
any fallen branches in the next two weeks. After that event we
will start mapping the entire cemetery, especially all the sunken
unmarked graves. I am using a scaled 3-ft graph paper. We
will divide the cemetery up in nine (9) sections- 1 sheet for
each section to map the entire cemetery. This will be the map
that we will use for the ACPA application to register the
cemetery.

Benny Hannah
Photo by Jim Maples

June/July 2022

The Valley Patriot

Page 4

At the left, our speaker at our April meeting was John
Kvach. John’s topic was the Singing River Trail which
will cover all of North Alabama. John is currently the
Executive Director of the Singing River Trail.
Below, our May speaker was our Registrar Ray
Cassell. Ray’s topic was the SAR application process.

Jamie Stanley

Lewellen Jones

At the left Registrar Ray Cassell places the
SAR Rosette on new member Frank Powell at
the April meeting. Welcome to the Tennessee
Valley Chapter Frank!
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Marker of John Amonnet

Entrance to the Donaldson Cemetery.
The cemetery is enclosed with an
unusual concrete fence.

Inside the Donaldson Cemetery.
Overgrown with privet and other
vegetation.

Cemeteries in Peril
Madison County has over 500 know cemeteries and many of them
look like the pictures above that Benny Hannah took recently at the
Donalson Cemetery in Hazel Green. Revolutionary War Soldier
John Amonnet is buried in this cemetery. John Amonnet was at
Valley Forge and the Alabama Brigade cleaned the cemetery and
marked his grave 10 years ago (picture at the right). It was actually
in worse shape 10 years ago than it is now!

Cavett Cemetery
At the left is the Cavett Cemetery and the grave
site of Revolutionary War Soldier Richard
Cavett. Benny Hannah’s team has begun clean
up of this cemetery. If you would like to help in
cemetery clean up, contact Benny at:
benny.harris.hannah@gmail.com

Marker of Richard Cavett

See the article on page 3 by Benny Hannah

Photo by Jim Maples

June/July 2022

The Valley Patriot

Page 6

Memorial Day 2022
The Tennessee Valley Chapter laid a
wreath at the Memorial Day Ceremony
held at Veterans Park in downtown
Huntsville. Below with the wreath is
from left to right President Dudley
Burwell, Benny Hannah, and Color
Guard Commander Randal Jennings

Jamie Stanley

In the Color Guard picture at the top on
the back row from left to right Mark
Hubbs, Ray Cassell, Don Wolfe, Harold
Whitesides, & Randy Brown. Front row
left to right Bob Anderson, Chip Pharr,
Smoky Ferguson, Lawrence Hillis, Keegan
Hembree, and Randal Jennings.

Lewellen Jones
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JROTC Awards 2022

The Tennessee Valley Chapter supports the JROTC programs at 20
high schools and the ROTC program a one college. Below are some
of the presentations from this year. If you would like to help out and
make a presentation at a local high school contact JROTC/ROTC
Chairman Ray Livingston at livin259@bellsouth.net.

Cadet
Elijah Keefer
Benny Hannah

Cadet
Michael Rogers

Ray Livingston

Cadet
Gabriel Tapia

Photo by Jim Maples

Steve Brouse

Anson Seebeck

Cadet
Conner Curry
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Flag Day and Independence Day
Independence Day, July 4th

Flag Day, June 14th
Don’t forget to celebrate Flag Day on June 14th.
This observance commemorates Congress’s adoption of
the Stars and Stripes as the flag of the United States on
June 14, 1777. President Woodrow Wilson, on May 30,
1916, issued a proclamation calling for a nation-wide
observance of Flag Day. In 1949, President Truman
signed an Act Of Congress designating the 14th day of
June every year as National Flag Day. On June 14th,
2004, the 108th U.S. Congress voted unanimously on
H.R. 662 that Flag Day was originated in Ozaukee
County, Wisconsin by a young school teacher, Bernard J.
Cigrand. As a 19 year-old school teacher in 1885, Mr.
Cigrand began putting a flag on his desk and assigning
essays on the flag and its significance.

We celebrate Independence Day on July 4th, the day
that the Continental Congress approved the wording of the
Declaration of Independence. Independence was actually
declared on July 2nd which is the day that John Adams
thought would be celebrated.
The printer, John Dunlap, was asked to make about
200 copies to be distributed. Only 26 of the Dunlap Broadsides have survived.
John Hancock was the first to sign on July 4th as President of the Continental Congress. The remaining signatures
took place over several months with the last signature being
that of Matthew Thornton from New Hampshire who
signed on November 4, 1776.
The first public reading of the Declaration of Independence took place in Philadelphia on July 8th.
Of the fifty-six men who signed the Declaration of Independence, not one was born in America.
Both Thomas Lynch, Jr. and Edward Rutledge were 26
years of age when they signed. Benjamin Franklin was 70
and the oldest signer.
Photo Courtesy of Aaron Davies

Jim Maples
1501 Elmwood Dr.
Huntsville, AL 35801
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