
St. Paul’s Lutheran Church

3rd Sunday after Epiphany – January 21, 2024
8:30 am Service is live, 11:00 am is live, live-streamed, and recorded

Holy Communion, Setting One

Hymns will be found in the red Evangelical Lutheran Worship Book.

Prelude - Voluntary 8 by William Boyce

GATHERING 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

P In the name of the Father, and of the a Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.
P God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from

our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may
confess our sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord.

C Amen.

P Most merciful God,
C we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned

against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we
have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not
loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have
mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your
will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name.

C Amen.

P In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake
God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of
Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all
your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the a Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

C Amen.
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Gathering Song - O Christ, Our Light, O Radiance True 675

APOSTOLIC GREETING

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit
be with you all.

C And also with you.
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KYRIE
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Canticle of Praise – This is the feast...
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P The Lord be with you
C And also with you
P Let us pray

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Almighty God, by grace alone you call us and accept us in your service. Strengthen us by your
Spirit, and make us worthy of your call, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

WORD

First Reading: Jonah 3:1-5, 10
1The word of the LORD came to Jonah a second time, saying, 2“Get up, go to Nineveh, that great
city, and proclaim to it the message that I tell you.” 3So Jonah set out and went to Nineveh,
according to the word of the LORD. Now Nineveh was an exceedingly large city, a three days’
walk across. 4Jonah began to go into the city, going a day’s walk. And he cried out, “Forty days
more, and Nineveh shall be overthrown!” 5And the people of Nineveh believed God; they
proclaimed a fast, and everyone, great and small, put on sackcloth.
 10When God saw what they did, how they turned from their evil ways, God changed his mind
about the calamity that he had said he would bring upon them; and he did not do it.

Psalm 62:5-12

Refrain 

 5For God alone I | wait in silence;
  truly, my hope | is in God.
 6God alone is my rock and | my salvation,
  my stronghold, so that I shall nev- | er be shaken.
 7In God is my deliverance | and my honor;
  God is my strong rock | and my refuge.
 8Put your trust in God al- | ways, O people,
  pour out your hearts before the one who | is our refuge. Refrain 
 9Those of high degree are but a fleeting breath; those of low estate can- | not be trusted.
  Placed on the scales together they weigh even less | than a breath.
 10Put no trust in extortion; in robbery take no | empty pride;
  though wealth increase, set not your | heart upon it.
 11God has spoken once, twice | have I heard it,
  that power be- | longs to God.
 12Steadfast love belongs to | you, O Lord,
  for you repay all according | to their deeds.  Refrain 
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Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 7:29-31
29Brothers and sisters, the appointed time has grown short; from now on, let even those who have
wives be as though they had none, 30and those who mourn as though they were not mourning, and
those who rejoice as though they were not rejoicing, and those who buy as though they had no
possessions, 31and those who deal with the world as though they had no dealings with it. For the
present form of this world is passing away.

Gospel Acclamation

After the Gospel is announced, the people say: Glory to you, O Lord.

Gospel: Mark 1:14-20
14Now after John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming the good news of God, 15and
saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come near; repent, and believe in the
good news.”
 16As Jesus passed along the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and his brother Andrew casting a net
into the sea—for they were fishermen. 17And Jesus said to them, “Follow me and I will make you
fish for people.” 18And immediately they left their nets and followed him. 19As he went a little
farther, he saw James son of Zebedee and his brother John, who were in their boat mending the
nets. 20Immediately he called them; and they left their father Zebedee in the boat with the hired
men, and followed him.

After the Gospel is read, the people say: Praise to you, O Christ.

Children’s Message

Sermon
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Hymn of the Day - Jesus Calls Us; o’er the Tumult 696
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APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
The prayers are prepared locally for each occasion. The following examples may be adapted or
used as appropriate.

As we celebrate Christ embodied in human form, we pray for God’s blessing on the church, the
world, and all of creation.

A brief silence.

God our rock and deliverance, do not let your church be shaken. We trust you never abandon
your promises to the most vulnerable among us. Give your church wisdom and empathy in its
varied ministries. God of grace,
receive our prayer.
God our hope and refuge, you placed the fish in the sea. Guide our care of oceans and all
creatures that live in them. Hold us accountable for actions that endanger water sources and the
people who depend on them. God of grace,
receive our prayer.
God who proclaims judgement and offers mercy, be a model to the leaders of our nation and the
world. As they lead, may they follow in your way of justice and truth. God of grace,
receive our prayer.
God who cares for the suffering, care for survivors of assault and sexual abuse and sustain all
who minister to them (as the martyr, Agnes, ministered to victims of sexual abuse). Keep safe
any who live under threat of violence, those living in poverty, and any among us who are ill or in
pain (especially), Barbara, Jan, Janet, Joyce, Ida, Phyllis and Larry, Bob and Ellie, Mary, John,
Tom, Doug, Alice, Charlie, Pat and Morris, Karl and Otti, Larry, Karen, and others we may name
aloud or quietly in our hearts.  God of grace,
receive our prayer.
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God of resurrection and new life, as the first disciples shared the good news, empower us and this
faith community to be open to your call. When we are uncertain of your call, assure us. When we
have strayed from your ways, redirect us. God of grace,
receive our prayer.
Here other intercessions may be offered.

God who holds the saints against your tender bosom, we trust you welcome them into your care.
Comfort those who grieve, even as we place our hope in your salvation. God of grace,
receive our prayer.
Knowing the Holy Spirit intercedes for us, we offer these prayers and the silent prayers of our
hearts in the name of our Savior, Jesus Christ.
Amen.

PEACE

P The peace of Christ be with you always.
C And also with you.

MEAL

Offering

Offertory - Lead me, Lord by Samuel Sebastian Wesley 
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Offertory - Create in Me a Clean Heart

Offertory Prayer
A Let us pray together
C God of all creation, all you have made is good, and your love endures forever. You

bring forth bread from the earth and fruit from the vine. Nourish us with these gifts,
that we might be for the world signs of your gracious presence in Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord.  Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING
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Preface
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,
that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ.
By the leading of a star he was shown forth to all nations;
in the waters of the Jordan you proclaimed him your beloved Son;
and in the miracle of water turned to wine he revealed your glory.
And so, with all the choirs of angels,
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

Holy Holy Holy

Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son,
who reached out to heal the sick and suffering,
who preached good news to the poor,
and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all.
In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
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shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension,
we await his coming in glory.
Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord,
and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food,
the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord;
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 
be all honor and glory, now and forever.   Amen.

LORD'S PRAYER

P Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
C Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever.  Amen.

P Come to the banquet for all is ready.

COMMUNION SONG – LAMB OF GOD
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COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION

When giving the bread and cup, the communion ministers say
The body of Christ, given for you.
The blood of Christ, shed for you.
And each person may respond Amen.

Communion Hymn – I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light 815
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POST COMMUNION BLESSING

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
C Amen.

SONG AFTER COMMUNION

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

A Let us pray.

A God of abundance, with this bread of life and cup of salvation you have united us with Christ,
making us one with all your people. Now send us forth in the power of your Spirit, that we
may proclaim your redeeming love to the world and continue forever in the risen life of Jesus
Christ, our Lord.

C Amen.

SENDING

P The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.
The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace.

C Amen
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Sending Hymn – Go, My Children, with My Blessing 543

DISMISSAL

A Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
C We will. Thanks be to God.

Postlude - Allegretto by Gustav Merkel

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2014 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under
Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #27001. New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of
Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All
rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under OneLicense.net ##A-721914.
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The Altar Flowers are given to the Glory of God with the following recognitions:
Z In honor of our 60th Wedding Anniversary by Larry and Phyllis Jenkins
Z In memory of Cynthia Sund, grandmother of Megan Cunningham

Altar Flowers – If you would like to make a recognition through a request for Altar Flowers, please stop
by the credenza under the TV monitor in the atrium. Sign up for the day(s) you would like to request, pick
up an envelope and form in the lower box and turn in your request form(s) which should indicate your
announcement for the bulletin, and payment ($40) at least one week in advance. If you have any
questions, speak with a staff person.

Prayer of the Church (Members):  Barbara Hadden, Jan Franzen, Janet Ravert, Joyce Veazey, Ida
Elliott, Phyllis and Larry Jenkins, Bob and Ellie DeVries, Mary Bader, John Friedrich, Tom Kraska, Doug
Whitfield, Alice Barnes, Charlie Bock, Pat and Morris Casper, Karl and Otti Freundt, Larry Grovenstein,
Karen Shoaf (on deployment in Iraq)

Prayers of Sympathy:  to the family of Pat Casper upon the death of her sister, Susie Pilcher.  Also to
the family of Virginia Hinshaw (great-grandmother of Kayden and Hunter Hinshaw). Virginia died on
January 12, 2024. 

Prayer List Changes – If you have names to add, or delete at any time, email staff, or call the office.

Prayer of the Church (Friends): Kay Matthews and Robert Meissner [Tony Perrotte’s mother and
uncle], Diane Johnson (Penni Perrotte’s friends), Tim and Sue Williams (friends of the Foremans), Sara
Russell (sister of Anna Snyder), Sayge Lindsay (grandson of Alta Lindsay), Susan Roberts (friend of Kathy
Anderson), MJ Chevalier (sister of Marcy Brown), Roketta Hudgins (mother of Greg Hudgins), Gay Reed
(friend of Robin Winfree), Jacki and Steven and daughters (friends of Joan Pepper), Zach Maier (cousin of
Kathy Anderson), Eric Tabert (nephew of Deb Tabert),  Armenia and Artsakh (friends of Judy Schlegel),
William and Barbara Wilson (parents of Bill Wilson), Linda Leslie (mother of Sean Slane), Paul DeVries
(brother of Bob DeVries), Gini Rinkus (friend of the Dominicks), Elaine Williamson (sister-in-law of Greg
and Jeanna Hudgins), Paul (son-in-law of Jan Huntley), Richard Dominick (brother of Ted Dominick), Burr
Hasselbeck, Josephine Economy and John Bigsby (friends of Bess Line), Marie Watts (cousin of Pat
Casper), Ruth Parker (aunt of Pat Casper), Ashley Collins (niece of Deb Tabert), Holly Cashwell (by Pat
Cashwell), Patrick Howell (son of a friend of the Waughs), George and Pat Rose (friends of Debbie
Fullbright), John and Connie Heinz, Gregory and Colleen Davidson, Richard and Claudia Steele (friends of
Dean and Marcia Redman), Kirk Temple (brother-in-law of Deb Tabert), Debra Jetton (sister of Bill
Wilson), Penny Wagner (niece of Marcia Wilson), Lynn Hladak (grandmother to Kayden and Hunter
Hinshaw), Tim Holody (by Terry and Sharon Wilson), Kerry Bowars (friend of Megan Cunningham), Cole
Cashwell (grandson of Pat Cashwell), Twila Dahl (sister-in-law of Bill Dahl and Martha Dahl), Dirk Davis
(by Debbie Fullbright), Lynn and Ray Slabaugh (friends of the Foremans), Dirk Davis (by Debbie
Fullbright), Scott Duncan (stepdad of Bill Elkin), Lindsay Marchell-Holman (family of Deb Tabert), Dave
and Missy Pepper (brother and family of Joan Pepper), Chuck Johnson and family (husband and family of
Leslie Johnson)

The 2023 annual giving statements were mailed on January 16.  Please contact Phil Hart or Rod
Runestad, Co-Financial Secretaries, if you have a question about your statement.

Articles and information for the February issue of the Cross Connections newsletter are due to Susan
Esposito by Monday, January 22. You are welcome to drop information in her mailbox, or email to
admin@stpaulsdurham.org. “Holy Folders” will meet on Friday, Jan 26 at 11:00 am to assemble the issue
for the Post Office.

Adult Sunday School
Rick Lischer is teaching the four Sundays in January. The title of his course is “The Very First Story of
Jesus – the Gospel of Mark.” The class will meet in Trinity Hall on January 7, 14, 21, and 28 at 9:45-10:45
am. If you would like to take notes, bringing your personal bible is recommended, but there will be bibles
available. Coffee will also be available. Future classes are:
# Feb 4 – Stephen Ministers with Nan Treul and Kim Hoke
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# Beginning February 11 through March 24, Vicar Gina will be leading a 7-part session about Ash
Wednesday to Holy Week, each week we will prepare for the Wednesday evening Worship Services
through Holy Week.

St Paul’s Lutheran Church will host a meditative service of sung Vespers, led by a schola of local
choristers on Sunday January 21 at 7pm.  Please join us for this brief, beautiful, contemplative service
of ancient music and prayer. Copies of the music and liturgy will be available at the service.  All will be
invited to sing the O Gracious Light and the hymn (hymnals will be available), and you are welcome to
join us in singing other parts of the service as you feel comfortable.     
You can also join us online on YouTube at http://bit.ly/SundayVespers where the service will be streamed
live.  The service is also available afterwards at the same address.  An order of service and music for the
service will be posted on our google drive
(https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1D0DPL7OXl3TdD31tjACoVsWyEQbJ07Qe sometime late in the
week before the service. 

Thursday Morning Bible Study: The topic for Bible Study is an in-depth look at the sermon on the
Mount. They meet on Thursdays at 10:30-11:45 am in the Conference Room and by Zoom. Study notes
will be emailed before the meeting. Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82845097165?pwd=YWEyd1o1TmQvTXVPaFJwYi9SZkFVQT09
Meeting ID: 828 4509 7165     Passcode: 165276

RISE AGAINST HUNGER will take place at St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, on Saturday, March 9th

from 9 AM - 12 Noon. January begins the official kickoff for our 2024 Rise Against Hunger work day on
March 9, 2024. The financial goal is $4,300 to cover the cost of 10,000 meals. And, we need
commitments for 60 workers between 9:00 am and Noon on March 9th.

Register to work at: Events.Riseagainsthunger.org/STPLC   There is a small table display in the foyer for
the “CHANGE for a CHANGE” event to collect your loose change (or more). These collections will be
turned in at the end of February to help fund the event on March 9th. We have already received financial
commitments to cover over half of the cost of this event. We will have special envelopes in the pews and
at the usher table for your donations. Any extra we receive will be held over for another event. For
questions/suggestions contact: Dean Redman, Marilyn Hawley, Bee Ellertson, or Mary Runestad.

Book of Devotions – The Anniversary Committee is continuing to celebrate 100 Years of our Ministry by
attempting to compile a keepsake Book of Devotions, composed of the wonderful and inspiring
devotions/poems/photos that we began sharing during covid and still continue to do so. Please reflect on
your past devotions, create new ones, and submit them by the end of January to
maria.taylor.chi@gmail.com.

St. Paul’s Readers 
Mark your calendars for our author event on Sunday, February 25, at 12:30 pm, when our own Rick
Lischer discusses his memoir Open Secrets: A Memoir of Faith and Discovery (Doubleday)  Here is a
description of this book: Richard Lischer’s memoir of his first try at ministry in a country church in
southern Illinois. Fresh from a Ph.D. in theology and bursting with ideas and ambition, Lischer finds
himself assigned to New Cana Lutheran Church, an American gothic congregation “as tightly sealed as a
jar of home-canned pickles.” For Lischer and his wife, Tracy, the ministry’s first lesson is a lesson in
loneliness. Eventually, he learns (the hard way) that farming, loss, storytelling, and gossip possess their
own wisdom and can be ministry themselves. In this book the cultural revolutions of the 1970s, from
Vietnam to Watergate, are viewed from the front porch of a white-framed parsonage in the middle of a
cornfield. With charm, openness, and humor, Lischer brings to life the clash of cultures and personalities
that mark the beginning of a vocation. About this book, Publisher’s Weekly wrote, “[Lischer’s] portraits
are masterfully drawn. Not only does he write beautifully, but he also tells the unvarnished truth about
both tragedy and redemption in a Christian community.”  Please contact Katherine Trexler

(katherine.m.trexler@gmail.com) with any questions. 

UMD (Urban Ministries Durham) Food Prep! We will volunteer our services on the third Saturday of
each month, 11:30 am-1:30 pm. Next date is February 17, 2024.  During the shift, you will prep for the
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dinner meal and serve lunch. Sign up online at this site: http://bit.ly/UMD_Signup  Volunteers must be 13
years old, must wear closed toed shoes and shirts that cover armpits. Hairnets and aprons are provided –
you can bring a hat and apron as well. Urban Ministries is located at 410 Liberty St, Durham NC 27701. If
you have any questions, please contact Amanda Anderson at andersona1129@gmail.com

Growing thru Grief
Here is the current schedule for January:
< Jan 23 – “Your Mandala” with Lindsay Gallo
< Jan 30 – “Walking Each Other Home” with Terry Allebaugh
We meet at St. Paul’s Lutheran Church from 4 - 6 pm on each Tuesday. All are welcome. 
First time attendees must show proof of covid vaccination and booster(s). Please contact
admin@growingthrugrief.org if you have questions.

The Dropped Stitch Prayer Shawl Ministry meets on the last Friday of the month at 1:00 pm in the
sofa area of the atrium. This group creates prayer shawls by knitting or crochet.

The Tongue and Thimble group creates small quilts which are distributed to nurseries at local hospitals
for their critical patients. They meet downstairs in the Fiber Arts/Music room off of the Genesis Hall on the
1st and 3rd Tuesday of each month at 10:00 am-12:00 noon. 

PASTA for PARKTOWN!!
Help Stock the St. Paul’s Shelf at Parktown Food Hub!
The folks at Parktown Food Hub love our St. Paul’s pasta! THANKS to your generosity the “St. Paul’s Dry
Boxed Pasta Shelf” stays stocked and ready to help hungry families. Please continue to add dry pasta to
your shopping list to share with the St. Paul’s shelf. The Women’s Connection Group is leading this
initiative to support the Parktown Food Hub, led by Pastor Sharon Schulze.  St. Paul’s Shelf - dry
boxed pasta – spaghetti, macaroni, ziti, penne, etc. (NOT: kits or dinner, nor canned pasta entrees).

Sign-Up Genius Links
Please visit the Sign-Up Genius links which we use to enable volunteers to fill in where needed, for both
services. Click on the link and fill in your name on the date(s). 
� Sunday Worship – https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0944a4a72fa5f58-sunday1
Sign up for:  lector, worship assistant, altar guild, communion assistants, and ushers. Staff will be glad to
provide guidance for any of these tasks.
� Devotions – https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c044eabad28a3fd0-daily1  
Send your devotions to Vicar Gina Schaefer - vicar@stpaulsdurham.org

Our Youth Group is going to New Orleans in July of 2024 for the National Youth Gathering.

Here is how you can help them on their journey.

We have six youth and two adult leaders heading to New Orleans in July of 2024 for the National
Youth Gathering. This is a time for our youth to grow in their faith and as an overall youth group. 

We need to raise about $9,000 for everyone and we cannot do it without the gracious help of our St.
Paul’s family. In the atrium is a yellow bulletin board with 8 airplane seats, 8 hotel beds, and 8 plates
broken into 3 pieces so you can see the progress as we get ready for this adventure. You can help in a
variety of ways, including purchasing a whole airplane seat or hotel bed, or if you can just help with a meal
for someone.

How to “purchase” a specific item is broken down:

< 1 airplane seat cost $400 (this is for roundtrip)

< 1 hotel bed cost $350 (this is for the entire week)

< 1 meal costs $25 or a whole day of meals costs $75 (this is for 1 person)

As we raise funds, watch the airplane take off from RDU (Durham, NC) to MSY (New Orleans, LA).

Donations can be made online through the church website (under the giving online option) or during
the offering time in service. Please note on your donation (Youth Gathering – purchase item” (i.e. “Youth
Gathering - airplane seat” or “Youth Gathering - 1 meal”). 

Thank you for all your help and prayers as we prepare for this unbelievable experience!
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