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S T O N E G A T E  S E N T I N E L  

S uccess and Opportunity At Reading 
(SOAR!) Adult Literacy is in need of  

students and volunteer tutors. 

   Any adult who would like to learn to 
read, improve his or her current reading  
skills or would like to volunteer to tutor 
may contact SOAR! Executive Director 

Adele Bowden-Purlee via email at 
soardirector@gmail.com.  

   Students will be matched with volunteer  
tutors who will meet with them at their  
convenience, approximately once a week. 

   Would you like to tutor? SOAR! Adult  

Literacy conducts regular volunteer  
training sessions as required throughout 
the year. 
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SOAR Adult Literacy seeks students, volunteer tutors 

L awrence County  
residents interest-

ed in helping with  
Lawrence County’s 
year-long bicentennial 
celebration may join the monthly planning 
meetings at StoneGate Arts & Education 
Center North, 405 I St., Bedford. 

   The next meeting 
will be at noon,  
Thursday, Nov.15. 

   For additional  
information about the bicentennial and how 
you can help, visit www.facebook.com/
lawrencecountybicentennial. 

Help Lawrence County celebrate its 200th birthday 

B EDFORD — Oct. 17 marked the general 
contractor’s completion of StoneGate Arts 

& Education Center Downtown, 931 15th St., 
and the day when the City of Bedford took  
ownership from builders Patterson Horth of 
Indianapolis. 

   Funding for the $4.4 million facility resulted,  
in part, from the City of Bedford’s successful  
bid for the 2013 Stellar Communities Grant, and 
Bedford Mayor Shawna Girgis’ goal to revitalize 
downtown, and provide educational and job 
training opportunities for local residents. 

   Girgis anticipates the building will serve as an 
anchor for the downtown area.  

   Designed by Matheu Architects of  
Bloomington, StoneGate will deliver education, 
training  and arts to downtown Bedford. In  
addition to being the county’s official learning 
center, the building will serve to spur an active 
downtown after regular business hours. 

   The building was designed with flexibility  
in mind, and numerous educational partners,  
local businesses, manufacturers, and user 
groups — such as Little Theatre of Bedford, 
Bedford Library, Lawrence County Museum 
and the Lawrence County Art Association — 

provided input in the initial stages of the project 
with an eye toward the multi-use capacity of the 
facility.  

   StoneGate Downtown offers 14 classrooms, 
with classes through Ivy Tech Community Col-
lege, Oakland City University and Vincennes  

StoneGate Arts & Education Center Downtown 
Classes set to begin at  
new facility in January 

SEE StoneGate Downtown, page 2 —––——---- 



S T O N E G A T E  C E N T E R  —  
D E V E L O P I N G ,  L E A R N I N G ,  

C R E A T I N G  

405 I Street 
Bedford, IN 47421 
8:30 a.m.-4 p.m. M-Th.  
8:30 a.m.-noon Fridays 
gene@stonegateeducation.com 
susan@stonegateeducation.com 

Phone: (812) 279-8126 
Fax: (812) 279-6210 

S T O N E G A T E  A R T S  &  E D U C A T I O N  
C E N T E R  

Check out StoneGate online: 
 Website: www.stonegateeducation.com 

 Facebook: www.facebook.com/stonegateartsandeducation 

 

Information: 
   For information 

about OCU classes 

and degrees at 

StoneGate Arts & 

Education Center, 

contact OCU  

Academic Program 

Coordinator Cheryl 

Bolton or OCU 

Administrative 

Assistant Doran 

Kruse at  

(812) 279-8126  

or via email at  

cbolton@oak.edu  

or dkruse@oak.edu. 

 

  

 Information 

   Listed are the current Ivy 

Tech fall semester  

courses at StoneGate Arts 

& Education Center North, 

405 I St., Bedford. 

   For more information, to 

schedule free AccuPlacer 

testing, or to enroll,  

contact Vercii Reed at 

(812) 279-8126 or at  

vreed16@ivytech.edu, 

or Niki Blackwell at  

(812) 330-3197 or at  

nblackwell6@ivytech.edu. 

University. Discussions for adding 
additional educational partners are 
ongoing.  

   The facility features a large  
performing arts space with seating  
for 125 people, three large computer  
labs and a smaller lab, as well as  
offices for StoneGate personnel,  
college coordinators, a room for  
college admission assessments,  
places to study and relax between 
classes and gallery space.  

   Each of the rooms in the center will 
be named for mayors of the city of 
Bedford. There have been 23 Bedford 
mayors, and 15 previous mayors have 
not been honored in the city. The new 
StoneGate facility has provided the 
city the opportunity to recognize them. 

   In addition to the various classrooms 
and assessment room bearing the 
names of former mayors, the  
performing arts auditorium will be 

named Brinegar Hall. 

   Local artist Stephen Burton has 
agreed to create oil and canvas  
paintings of each of the mayors to 
hang in their respective rooms. 

   Students may take single classes, 
complete degrees or certificate  
programs at the facility. Additionally, 
StoneGate will partner with the North 
Lawrence Career Center to provide 
hands-on training to prepare students 
for the next generation of workforce 
development. 

   Furniture for the building arrived the 
week of Sept. 24, and installation of 
computers, printers, SmartBoards and 
other technology is under way. 

   Classes for all educational partners 
at StoneGate Downtown will begin in 
January. A ribbon-cutting and open 
house will take place at the end of 
November. 

StoneGate Downtown, continued from page 1 ————————————————— 
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