-HDQLQH6LFDUGFXWVRXWDSLHFHRIFOD\LQWKHVKDSHRIDFDFWXVWREHXVHG

high court.
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Walker County Democrats Club host local Women’s March
BY MARISSA NUNEZ
MNUNEZ@ITEMONLINE.COM

“The event was a huge success with excellent turnout,”
Democrats
Club
member
A year ago, millions of wom- and march participant Andi
en protested on the streets of Malandro said. “There were
their local communities across people of all ages and genders.
Entire families participated, and
the country, as well as around
there was even a man who came
the world, as part of the interna- alone with his baby because his
tional Women’s March.
wife couldn’t come. He wanted
In commemoration, the to show support for her even if
Walker County Democrats Club she couldn’t be there. Passing
KRVWHG LWV YHU\ ¿UVW :RPHQ¶V drivers showed support with
March on the eve of the march’s thumbs up and jubilant honking
every few seconds for hours,
¿UVWDQQLYHUVDU\

throughout the entire march.”
Demonstrators took to the
Huntsville streets in solidarity
to show their support for women’s rights, health and safety and
to help bring awareness to issues facing women throughout
the world, such as voting rights
and more.
During the inaugural march,
which took place on Jan. 21,
2017, women from around the
world gathered in record numbers in their respective cities
and communities in hopes of

having their voices be heard by
lawmakers.
The main purpose behind the
march was to advocate legislation and policies regarding human rights, including women’s
rights, immigration and healthcare reform, environmental issues and more.
“We were showing support
for women’s rights, health, and
safety and encouraging people
to register to vote,” Malandro
said. “I think it’s just as vital today as in it was in 1776 to make

our needs be heard. Today’s
politicians are paying more and
more attention to large corporations instead of their constituents. As a result, the little guys
have to make more noise than
ever to override the sound of
cash registers ringing in Austin
and Washington.”
For more information about
the Walker County Democrat
Club and upcoming events, visit
www.walkercountydemocrats.
org.

THE DEN: THE FOLLOWING STORIES AND PHOTOGRAPHS ARE THE WORK OF ALPHA OMEGA ACADEMY STUDENTS

Lions enjoy learning
about agriculture
BY AUDREY BONINE
THE DEN

One of Alpha Omega
Academy’s most popular high school electives
is agriculture, which involves the study of plants
and their environments.
J.D. Ficklen, one of the
juniors enrolled in the
class, says, “It’s really
great spending time outside in the great outdoors.
CMYK

I love seeing trees, and the
grasses, and the skies and
learning how to be counWU\,ORYHJDUGHQVÀRZHUV
and vegetables.”
Freshman
Haylyn
Hanks “loves this class”
because she gets “to learn
not only how to produce
our own crops, but how
these crops nourish our
body, as well as in what

See LIONS, page 2A
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AOA student shooting
toward her dreams
BY LUKE BALCH
THE DEN

AUDREY BONINE/THE DEN

Haylyn Hanks’ story is a very simple story. It is a
story about a girl with a dream to be the best skeet
shooter in the world.
One day, Haylyn started to shoot. She thought it
was fun, so she made it her hobby. Pretty soon, she
began competing in small events. Haylyn won a few
events and soon became a natural at shooting clay
pigeons.
Shooting is a different sport, but Haylyn makes
a lot of friends everywhere she goes. She explains,

$OSKD2PHJD$FDGHP\MXQLRUV-')LFNOHQDQG=DFKDU\7D\ORU
inspect store-bought vegetables in their agriculture class.

See DREAMS, page 2A
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