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Introduction  

Thank you for downloading this Aron Radford Photography “Field 
Guide For Landscape Photography”. This eBook was primarily designed as 
a course companion to my 1-2-1 workshops and contains detailed 
summaries and explanations of all the theory and practical topics 
covered and discussed in those 1-2-1 workshops. However it can be 
used as a stand alone field guide for landscape photography field craft 
and best practices. 

I have broken the eBook down to the key elements and 46
considerations in landscape photography field work. This is by no 
means a definitive resource and I strongly suggest further researching 
techniques discussed here and other methods and workflow 
techniques as part of sculpting your own unique ongoing personal 
workflow routine. 

NB; I also have another FREE ebook “Lightroom For Landscapes” soon 
to be available for FREE download which makes the perfect 
accompaniment to this ebook. It documents how to navigate Adobe 
Lightroom from a landscape photographer's point of view with lots of 
tips and advice on best practice for beginners and intermediate users. 

If you would like to find out further information about my 1-2-1 
Workshops and Home Processing Tutorials then please visit my website at 
www.aronradford.com for more details. 

I also have two other FREE ebooks currently available for download on 
my website including; 

‘Exploring Composition In Landscape Photography’  

‘Research & Planning For Landscape Photography’  
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Chapter 1 - Research & Planning 

A successful shoot doesn't happen purely by chance alone, it happens 
by careful research and planning (and some luck from the weather 
Gods of course). There are many factors to consider and research for a 
successful shoot, for me these would typically include… 

ǒ Weather; Will it be raining? Will there be frost? Will there be a 
chance of mist or fog? How windy will it be? What will the cloud 
coverage be like? 

ǒ Sunrise/Sunset times; What time exactly does the sun rise or 
set?  

ǒ Sun's position in the sky in relation to your location; Will the sun 
rise or set behind my chosen composition? 

ǒ Tide times; Will the tide high or low, reseeding or incoming, how 
high will it get? 

ǒ Travel time; How long will it take you to get to your location and 
what route will you travel? 

ǒ Parking; checking for parking options take a note of the postcode 
for your prefered chosen parking spot. 

ǒ Your locations address; always have an exact postcode to hand 

ǒ Get familiar with the location virtually; Look at Google Earth and 
use its virtual walk around feature to check out the location for 
possible points of interest. 

ǒ Check out other people's photos online; Check out what other 
people have shot at this location to either to inspire you or to help 
you avoid the cliches. Try looking at Flickr and 500PX and see what 
other photographers have found to shoot. 

ǒ Remember to take a torch as it will be dark when you get there 
(sunrises) or leave (sunsets). 

ǒ Plan to get to the location 1 hour before sunrise. This will give 
you plenty of time for getting ready, walking to your chosen spot 
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and setting up as you approach the beginning of blue hour 
(sunrises) or golden hour (sunsets). 

ǒ Fill your car up with fuel prior to traveling. There aren't as many 
24hr service stations as you might think, especially out in the 
more rural areas. 

ǒ Charge camera batteries and clean lens/filters the night before. 

ǒ Take food, water, walking boots, warm hat, gloves and a 
rainproof jacket. 

 

Google Earth Search; 

Use “Google Maps or Google Earth” to find the location and get familiar 
with the surroundings via their satellite and street view features, 
you're probably best to use a laptop to access this feature. Try and 
pinpoint where those common composition sites are geographically 
and get a feel for possible new ideas, you will be amazed how many 
times I have gone to a new location and instantly felt at home with my 
surroundings just through looking at Google Maps. Check out parking 
possibilities near your chosen location too and have at least two 
postcodes written down for your sat nav on the day. If you’re planning a 
sunrise shoot remember when you get there roughly an hour before 
sunrise it will be very very dark and so having familiarized yourself 
with parking options before you go is pretty essential to a successful 
shoot and your time management. 

Photo web search;  

Browse the major photo storage/portfolio sites such as Google, Flickr 
and 500PX and type your chosen location as a keyword in the search 
bar. The aim here is to get a pretty good overview of what the location 
has to offer visually and compositionally. You're not being a critique 
and deciding whether the photo is good or not, that doesn't matter it’s 
the content is what you're looking for. Interest, variety and possible 
viewing positions are what you are interested in. There aren't many 
original compositions left these days on the most popular locations so 
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always have a mindset of putting your own stamp and style on 
common compositions already out there with the bonus of finding 
some new ones once you’re on location exploring. There is nothing 
wrong with getting that honey pot shot in your portfolio just remember 
to add a few unique compositions in there too. 
~
Weather; 

Check the weather before you go, this is very important and although 
forecasts can be notoriously inaccurate but if they say 100% chance of 
rain all morning then that's normally accurate enough not to go to that 
location and to change your plans. Weather always has a major role in 
my location choices. Cloud coverage is also a very important factor to 
check and we will cover that a little further on. 

Tides; 

Tide considerations are a very important part of my planning. Knowing 
whether the tide will be high or low, in or out can be extremely 
advantageous in planning your next visit. I like to visit locations with 
differing tides levels so not to end up with similar shots to my last visit. 
Some locations blatantly suit low tides over high tides such as estuaries 
where beached boats stay still in low light light conditions over bobbing 
around in high tide conditions. Beach photography I found works well 
whatever the tide but exposed sea defences or groynes at low tides 
make amazing focal points in coastal photography and during high 
tide times these elements are not available to you.  

Sun position; 

Sun position is possibly the most important part of my planning 
process. If the weather says it’s ideal for a great sunrise then getting to 
your location and finding it rising behind you away from your points of 
interest is a rookie mistake to make and potentially a wasted journey. 
It’s important to remember that different times of the year the sun is 
rising or setting in surprisingly differently places, so you may find 
certain locations favours specific months or seasons of the year.  
 
Useful smartphone apps for assisting your research and planning; 
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~

Clear Outside; ɻOne of the best weather apps out there for 
photographers. Great detailed weather forecasts that include a 
breakdown of cloud coverage over a 24 hour period. The most useful 
feature is how it breaks down the cloud coverage into Low, Medium 
and High cloud percentage of coverage, great for predicting fabulous 
sunrises or sunsets. I find this app reasonably accurate and use it as my 
main weather forecast source when planning shoots. (You are generally 
looking for 0% Low Cloud and small teens or single digits for Medium 
and High cloud, those are the best conditions for a great 
sunrise/sunset). 

Meteo Earth; ɻWhen used in conjunction with Clear Outside this app also 
splits cloud coverage down into low, medium and high but offers the 
users to see the cloud cover overlaid onto a satellite map and move a 
slider to show its progress and direction throughout the day, great for 
seeing at a glance where in your region will have the best of the 
weather for your shoot. 

My Tide Times; ɻIf you're shooting on the coast or inland tidal 
waterways this is a must have app. It does exactly what you think it 
should and is quick and easy to use. 

Golden Hour; There are other photography apps out there (Photo Pills 
and The Photographer's Ephemeris) that are more expensive and have 
lots of technical information built into them but all i really want to know 
is the position of the sun at any given time of day. This app does that 
simply but very well, just find your location on the map and press the 
screen and drop a pin and it will show you the direction of the rising 
and setting sun instantly. 

I cover Research & Planning in greater detail in my FREE ebook 
‘Research & Planning For Landscape Photography’ available to 
download from my website. 
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Chapter 2 - Gear Essentials 

What do you need in your backpack for a successful landscape 
photography shoot and to cover all eventualities? 

Here’s my checklist that I use for all my shoots; 

ǒ Backpack (with rain cover) 
ǒ Camera 
ǒ Camera batteries (charged) 
ǒ USB camera battery charger 
ǒ Powerbank (to charge camera batteries and phone) 
ǒ Lenses, wide angle, midrange, telephoto 
ǒ Grad filters (cleaned) 
ǒ Circular polarizer (cleaned) 
ǒ Tripod 
ǒ Cable release 
ǒ L-bracket 
ǒ Eyepiece cover or gaffer tape 
ǒ Magnifying loupe 
ǒ Reading classes (if applicable) 
ǒ Photographers gloves & warm hat 
ǒ Rain proof jacket 
ǒ Walking boots and Wellies if applicable 
ǒ Cleaning cloths and spray cleaners for grads/polarizer 
ǒ Cleaning brush and blower 
ǒ Allen key set 
ǒ Spare memory cards 
ǒ Torch 
ǒ ND filters (Big and Little Stoppers) 
ǒ Snacks + water 
ǒ Emergency compass + whistle 
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Chapter 3 - Camera Settings 

What shooting mode? Shutter priority, aperture priority or the scary 
manual mode? Well it might surprise you to hear I almost exclusively 
used `odqstqd oqhnqhsx ɻfor many years, why? Well aperture is king in 
landscape photography for me as it affects the depth of field and 
sharpness. So using aperture priority means you set the aperture (the 
ISO stays constant at 100 pretty much 99% of the time) and the camera 
automatically sets the exposure time and you take it from their either 
adding or subtracting exposure compensation as you see it either 
before the shot (when your camera has a viewable histogram on the 
LCD screen) or after the shot has been taken looking at the preview 
image with the histogram displayed). Remember you are only data 
capturing and trying to achieve a balanced exposure that's all when 
you’re in the field, it doesn't have to be any more complicated than that 
and using Manual mode for landscape photography is not necessary at 
all at the beginning for beginners. As my new camera has a Live 
Histogram mode I now use manual mode pretty much all the time. 
Seeing the shutter speed displayed on the rear screen as you adjust the 
histogram with exposure compensation is a great way of learning 
shutter speeds and how they affect your images as you speed up or 
slow them down. 

I use exposure compensation when shooting in aperture priority, I 
take the shot, check the preview and histogram (or viewed live if your 
camera supports that feature) and adjust the exposure compensation 
up or down manually according to whether I need it darkening or 
lightening. Remember checking the on screen review image after your 
shot is not an indication of a good image as the preview is processed by 
the camera into a jpeg for viewing purposes and all you’re interested in 
is the histogram and whether the image is sharp or not. I often also get 
asked what are your camera settings? My settings are pretty simple and 
based on taking away any decisions from the camera and giving them 
all to me to make in post processing. So to that end I have the following 
settings on my camera. 

ǒ Aperture Priority or Manual 
ǒ White Balance - Auto 
ǒ Profile - Neutral 
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ǒ ISO - set to your cameras lowest setting (between 50-100) 
ǒ Mirror lock up with 2 second delay timer 
ǒ Single Point focus 
ǒ Metering - Evaluative Metering 

 

Chapter 4 - Composition Advice 

I am a very keen advocate and teacher of the ȸQtkd ne sghqcrȹ 
compositional approach. It has worked for 100’s of years right back to 
the renaissance oil painters to the early pioneers of nature and 
landscape photography and it’s still as relevant today as it's always 
been in my opinion. 

What is the rule of thirds? For those unfamiliar with this practice the 
basic principle behind the rule of thirds is to imagine breaking an image 
down into thirds (both horizontally and vertically) so that you have x9 
equal parts. As follows. 
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As you’re taking an image on location you have mentally done this 
through your viewfinder or the LCD display that you use to frame your 
shot. 

With this grid in mind the rule of thirds now identifies four important 
parts of the image that you should consider placing points of interest in 
as you frame-up your image. 

This is also very useful for horizon positioning. Either place it on the 
bottom horizontal line of the top horizontal line of the grid. Wherever 
possible (unless deliberate) do not place the horizon in the middle of 
the screen, this is a bit of a rookie thing to do. 

The theory is that if you place points of interest in the intersections 
(shown as red crosses in the diagram above) or horizons of the top or 
bottom third line so your photo becomes more balanced and will 
enable a viewer of the image to interact with it more naturally. 

 

 
(See how the horizon, mast and boat falls on the grid) 
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Studies have shown that when viewing images most people’s eyes 
usually go to one of the intersection points most naturally rather than 
the center of the shot or outside of the image – using the rule of thirds 
works with this natural way of viewing an image rather than working 
against it, but remember it's only a guide and all artistic and 
compositional decisions are your decisions and no one else's. My 
advice is to learn the rules then learn when it's right, beneficial and 
artistically suited to break them. NB: a lot of camera manufacturers 
don't have Ъ grid lines integrated into the viewfinder display but 
instead show as standard ¼ grids lines which I'm told harks back to old 
film days. So some imagination of where the perceived Ъ lines will be 
necessary in your head when composing your image in the field 
through the viewfinder if your camera doesn't support a Ъ viewing grid 
overlay through the optical viewer. 

Leading lines - are another great compositional aid. While still trying to 
use the Rule of thirds the perfect scenario is to find and frame a natural 
leading line coming from either of the bottom corners and tracing a 
route to one of the intersecting rules of thirds grid intersections. Things 
like paths, jettys, waterways anything that draws the attention to one of 
the focal points of the composition like the x3 examples below. 

 
The jetty makes a perfect leading line 
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