Aim: How did the President’s between 1953 and 1968 change American policies?
I. Dwight D. Eisenhower

· Won the elections of 1952 and 1956

· Responsible for ending the Korean War in 1953

· He openly condemned the actions of Joseph McCarthy and his witch hunts

· In 1957, he sent troops to deal with Crisis in Little Rock: enforced Supreme Court decision to desegregate schools

· Eisenhower Doctrine: use of American forces to protect Middle East states from communism and lend aid to anti-communist countries

II. Chief Justice Earl Warren

· Appointed by Eisenhower

· Led the court toward a number of landmark decisions in the fields of civil rights and individual liberties

· Three important rulings:

· 1954 Brown v. Board of Education

· guaranteeing the right to counsel 

· protecting the accused from police abuses

III. JFK

· Ran against Richard Nixon in the election of 1960 and won

· Used televised debates against Nixon to win because he was so comfortable on camera while Nixon was not

· Youngest president ever elected president (43) and first Roman Catholic

· His policy was called the “New Frontier”

· This pushed for increased funding in areas of technology, science and social relations.

· He also increased the minimum wage and expanded social security benefits 

· JFK supported the Bay of Pigs invasion

· He faced down communism in Cuba during the Cuban Missile Crisis

· Nuclear test ban treaty (1963)

· In Dallas, 1963 JFK was assassinated by Lee Harvey Oswald

IV. LBJ

· Replaced JFK in 1963 and reelected in 1964

· Policy known as the “Great Society”

· Passed the Civil Rights Act of 1964 (against discrimination in voting and the workplace)

· Economic Opportunity Act 0f 1964 to deal with poverty

· Voting Rights Act of 1965 to strengthen voting laws

· Higher Education Act of 1965 to continue grants for college construction and student loans

· Pushed the U.S into the Vietnam War 

