A showerhead leaking at 10 drips per minute wastes more than 500 gallons per year.
That's the amount of water it takes to wash 60 loads of dishes in your dishwasher.

Most leaky showerheads can be fixed by ensuring a tight connection using pipe tape and
a wrench. If you are replacing a showerhead, look for one that has earned the WaterSense
label.

Toilets:

If your toilet is leaking, the cause is often an old or faulty toilet flapper. Over time, this
inexpensive rubber part decays, or minerals build up on it. It's usually best to replace the
whole rubber flapper—a relatively easy, inexpensive do-it-yourself project that pays for
itself in no time.

If you do need to replace the entire toilet, look for the WaterSense label. if the average
family replaces its older, inefficient toilets with new WaterSense labeled ones, it could save
13,000 gallons of water per year. Retrofitting the house could save the family nearly
$2,200 in water and wastewater bills over the lifetime of the toilets.

QOutdoors:

An irrigation system should be checked each spring before use to make sure it was not
damaged by frost or freezing.

An irrigation system that has a leak 1/32nd of an inch in diameter (about the thickness of a
dime) can waste about 6,300 gallons of water per month.

To ensure that your in-ground irrigation system is not leaking water, consult with a
WaterSense irrigation partner who has passed a certification program focused on water
efficiency; visit www.epa.gov/watersense/meet_our_partners.html for a complete list of
irrigation partners.

Check your garden hose for leaks at its connection to the spigot. If it leaks while you run
your hose, replace the nylon or rubber hose washer and ensure a tight connection to the
spigot using pipe tape and a wrench.

About EPA’s WaterSense Program

WaterSense, a partnership program sponsored by EPA, seeks to protect the future of our
nation’s water supply by offering people a simple way to use less water with water-efficient
products, new homes, and services. Since the program’s inception in 2006, WaterSense has
helped consumers save 287 billion gallons of water and $4.7 billion in water and energy bills.

For more information, visit www.epa.gov/watersense.
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