Flections mre difficelt [or the clectorate as well as for the
candidates, This Is evan truer when the former is d i
the junoles and rice paddies half n world away. The tusk of
AFYN Fleotinn Central in November 1988 was to carry the
1S general clection results to American soldiers in
Vietnam, The way AFVN saw it, merely raIHa'ﬂngfhf!

statistics was not enough.
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A speist bullet [amaling om o fypewrider, a
fani lill ol THT bieoupiing o sewscasi and
sentries in the televicion tower. These are some
o the things that meke Losdeasting s Viet-
nam a step above the ordinary,

Ripuciing U5 election i Viebim [ oo
ordinary matter, either. With the kandicsps of
ilistanew, lock of matesel wnd poronnel, e
Lakle communications circolts and the neces-
ety to avedd interpretation snd smalysis, plan.
nng aod swecuting an elecifon seport sywiem
lor  American Foreer Radio and Television
{AFRAT) is not wn ousy task,

In ihe Iell of 1068, Admerican Forces Viet-
narn Notwork (AFVXN) was composed of the
kv statien @ Saigon with AM-FM mdo and a
S40 000wy television transmitter, The rost of
the petwork romamded of rods and TV statios
st Danang, Qui Nbon, Plelke, Nha Trang and
iefevision sudics m Tovy Hoa, An electronic
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+Beating The Numbers

link of TV stations did not exist; consaquently.
programs were  ale-transporied between  sels
work affiliates.

Al that tene during e Vietsam War, thers
were more than ope-ball million American serv-
fiwimny in the eountry depending primarily on
AFVN for thelr news [rom “the world,”™ The
irnmediicy of radio and telovision s highly
bnpoctant for evenls such i elections when
instantaneous teporting iv & must. if service-
men In Vielmam had hsd to depend only on
newspupers, they would have received wond of
Richard Nixon's victory aboost three days sfter
it heppened,

The news depurtment of AFVN begun plan-
ping for election coverage right after the Demo-
cratie Motional Convention in August. The de-
partment simply did oot have the personne] or
resources to do both madio and TV "Hve™ cov-
erage frimm e Saigon studios Thos econoen-
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tration wme lnid om Eeleckmiin. The mope af
YV mgnal bioadeniting fiom Salgom {m
apivey dwewed thak B oreackied abos half the
viewerr of AFVNG entite TV oporation] was
eonadered warthy of o Hofclas  precudtion
ot

Apmitlier aspect—the dudisnes was 2 cross-
gectien of Americd, Somewhore in the hinters
lunds, somesne would probably have an inber-
el dn e eleollon ooodest, AFYN had o
perform  the job of 8 commercial notwerk
alection tenbisl o be tuly elfective

HBrondeasts from AFRT L‘rl'aﬂuing]nnl e
wged for mont of e radio coverige on elees
Hon might Newssisiers leoke m albot five
milmales every hour for some local news sod,
poeasionally, Der [nleresting  wise service  ees
ol

The 1088 AFRT wonsoaliiond Wworg soms
whas oimfusing. Apparently, it owas Felt that all
fowr commarcial petwordks-ABC, NDBC, CHS
and Mubsal-should particpate i the cover
e wemetime durfng secth o, The resull wad
four different coversmed, oons of which oe-
curred at tho seme point in Hme For esample,
the sudiencn beard CBS say that Wizen had
won & particular state and then, when AFRT
sacliched to NBC, that nebwork would report
the results in thet stste weren't complete.

Eleelhm gioverage lor televivion win dlvided
into four areas=the Presidestin], Senste. Hoese
and gubsenaiodel raess, Each pevweman waa
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lass Communigeliong, He & 0 larme
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respnetible for ressarching, writing background
material, smembling vimals and thoraghly
kmowing hiz pacticular subject

Tiee apid ohditant obijectivity & reporting
is, st the lesst, difficult, sspecinlly in slection
ooverage. Heporting only edmd of dey alatis
et s onfalr 1o viewer and newsman alle, lor
thore's a story behind each statstic. The e
porter shouwld tell mot oaly what s happeniog
but ales provide some of the reasons why, (Al
merdla, whether broadesss or prind, whether
military or civilisn, ceonot be cootent with
merely burving the sudisnee with Facts,) There-
fore, the AFVN staflers were expocted to trans-
mit the results of thelr reseurch oz well as the
iegistering retusma,

Muorine Conners Sergnint Carl Corler han-
dlad the Presidential results. Carl. the regular
evening newssaster, was AFVNS Wallier Cron
Iite. He had the relaxed mirmer sod ability b
remain uwnruffled amids the whirlwind we
tivity in the studio. He put together, with the
halpy of the fllm editor, Mavy Journallst Dale
Pitman, three recls of pewsfilm, one on each
of tha Presdentia] candidates, for we theough-
out the brosdesst The flm, from the ABC
Hlm servioe, wis oompiled] over the coune of
the long caimgsirn,

Army Staff Sergoant MNick Pallodins, 28,
the old pro of the atalf, hud been In YVietmam
wnos 1085 and with AFVIN when it was called
Armed Foroes Hadio and looated in the Brinks
Hotal in downtown Saigon, Hiv responsibility
was Lo seport the Senate maces and to assemble
and deliver the shorl mewscasts which nter-
spersed the electlon spectal.

Army Epdu.]:lpt Mike Marwell ooversd the
365 Congresbonal conlesly withost onoe be-
ooming wungiueed, With the help of AFRT
(Wadhington), hn obtained the names of all
House candidates—a formidable Hst.  Mike
didn't havo the thme to give rewults af all the
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riowd, g theough rewarck ond study he ks
the key contoss

Mirlne Sergeant Kim Petersmn, thorough
wod eompetent. olten enlivensd the sometines
tedioys programmming veotuge, He was respon
sible for the gebermatorisl meom and otler koy
elections auch a% the moyoenl contests §o oere
bads witles amd other—iokingly erfesrsd bo o8
“dogratcher"—eleclions o interest

Tu teorcdusste afl thds  activity, | wisthad
with Army Speciilist “[oney Brooks at an off:
vemerd nbeed panel 0 the studin, We aaed
18 3 elearing house for the whole operstion.
LT i wien service copy passed thrngh oo
desk for any neccsmry rewriting and edifting
bHetorw  adelivery o the  Go-Caméra  moposters
Thiough the work of our studio enginesr, Aoy
Spectalig Harvey Ceminder, Ul control panel
weas alectionically counected o snch anchar-
e 30 Fooould rolay imatructions, The mews-
pagtery sl fedsulsloy salla oa le CoFfGe-
lipis Lo wochos divectione. We wera alwo In
pofmetimacat iy willi the teclibonl director In
the comirol poom to locilisto meneuveriog his
Pwn chimerng (ata the prraguet |:.-|.I|:|I:l|:1 -r}ll di
turs, had a separate chamnel to his

flooe maniager and iudis cemerasnen

Since the news team wes dependont en-
tirely  upon the wite mrvioes and AFRT
I1|".._j.||j|_|;:I_l'_| lor I:I":l'_ THOILS, the lwk."lf-"_pf ma-
chilmees wern imatalled elght in '.h.l;" wudin. The
whe ticks: nole added a newsroom dimesElon
o the telecnst.

Savy Radicoan Art Dorland spent ap leusl
twin plecpless dovs making sure  his sensitive
peletype mcliees beld op ireugheut the duy
{“dsv™ becpuse the fme diffesence meanst oar
vincerase ran 2l dav batead] o all l..gtl'l. LE ]
the United States. an olement which helped io-

roctor, in
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oroilen it nasdbapion, 43 well)

Berause of the electoonically wnstabbs re-
peption of teletype aod andio signsls, and be-
parged i was vital thoy ot be llermdapbed dar-
ing the coverage perind, I requested thar the
AMACY signsl office temporarily  wpgrede the
priosily of our lines during the election. Thes
wal déeoe g fhot clrowits, il hroken, oold be
immediately restored,

The AFVN graphics deprrtmont, hrmded o
Army Sergeant First (Hass Richand Nanidvell
“ruh_'-:! er.= Rt Cinmal g anil e L Livg
the red, white and blue electian set In the one
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Inrge studio, It wss unfortunate the belrcust
waa nob ln color.

The ipecial wu promoted duting evary
regiular mewseast for ul least & week hefore
the election. The night poior to the ebection,
the evoning report wan deliversd from the eleo.
ton sed and the viewers were given an idea of
what to expect the nest day.

AFVN Telesision Elsction Central signed on
at B pem local time nod brosdeast comtnu.
gusly until sboot 2:30 the nest moming. W
did wol, however, go stralght thromgh with
only election reporting. After about five hours,
the progrsm (ot awsy o o [ootball game, and
later in the evening, shifted to a movie. We
vt back in when pew results were recelved on
the wire. Only the close Presidential oomtest

leept thie ipetial on the wir w long.

The owverage prooess hersme o peemdo.
avont fn B3 own right. Not [ong alter the spe-
oial commenced, the studic was fnl] of mumera-
wien and meporiers from the conunesclal TV
news bureans—all recording the Election Crntral

pepuerting technbquas.
The audience included the top military and

vivilion bras, both American and Vietnamese,
Including President Thitu. NEWSWEEK mag-
azine ermoneonsly  meported  that Thies was
watching the mturos Ve satellite. We conald-
ered that a compliment snd didn't complain too
rrmach

Dhick Hoseabaum, then the ABC bapean
chief, went & telegram of omgramiotions. It
ilmiruted the epfficiency of mormal communi
cations chanmsols in Vietnam, !

OF course, the swal impmtant audllence was
the thrmsands of American servicemen who, al-
though half & world awav from koo, were
ohle to get &ll the nows of the eloctions at the
nxane Lim n did their frisods sod relstivies

Just placing mumbers on a board & not
enough for repomible electlen cmerage The
heritage of oor mass toedia Is one of clarifying
as well a8 dofoeming, Inbespreting, mmepsrieing
and putting &t all in perspective is just a5
much & purt of meporting slections as selling

And thet's oxactly how AFVN told the
American election snry in Ninomber 1988 [



