
First VP/President-Elect Report-January 2026               Susan Porter 

My report to begin the new year is three-fold, addressing several topics on our meeting agenda: 

Call to Convention/Convention Advertising and Sponsorship 
Your Call to Convention packet contains an advertising solicitation letter, submittal form, and sample ad page 
to be used for placing advertisements in our 2026 convention program booklet.   There is also a letter addressed 
specifically to DCCW Board members, Affiliate and Deanery Presidents, reminding you to not only submit parish 
and deanery ads, but to also seek new advertisers.  In past years, you have been very generous with your ads of 
welcome, congratulations, appreciation, and memoriam.  We hope to see that tradition continue.  This year, we 
are asking you to focus on finding new advertising for the Business and Organizations section of the program.  
Catholic Women’s League and several of the Knights of Columbus Councils place ads every year, often full- 
page ads.  If your parish Knight’s Council is not one of these,  we suggest you reach out to them for support.  The 
DCCW and the Knights of Columbus are both part of national and global organizations that share a common 
mission.  For example, the latest edition of the Knight’s Columbia magazine, featuring St. Josephine Bakhita on 
the cover, has articles about combating human trafficking, pregnancy resource center and maternity home 
support, and life issues such as IVF and assisted suicide.  Last year’s convention program included 28 business 
marketing ads, 19 of which were from the Helper/Price area.  I will once again be sending letters to previous 
advertisers, but I am asking each one of you for help in finding at least one new advertiser—your hairdresser, 
your employer, your favorite restaurant, or any other business that you support in your community.  As I 
mentioned in November, I have a list of 185 names of donors to the Carmelite Fair.  Some of these are individuals 
but many are local businesses.  It shows there are a lot of generous people out there; we just need to reach out 
to them.  In terms of Sponsorship, we are hoping to have EWTN return again this year, but we would welcome 
one or two more sponsors.  If you or a family member owns a business, please consider supporting us this year.  
Submission forms and Sponsorship levels are also on the website. 
 
Vocation Promotion Workshop 
Since I was in the midst of traveling in November, I was unable to attend the Vocation Promotion Workshop in 
person or virtually.  Many of you did register, representing your parish  and/or DCCW.  I look forward to hearing 
what you learned.  I understand Father André Sicard has been sending updates to those who were registered.  It 
appears these updates are going through the parishes, so there may be some coordination required going 
forward as far as direction on how the DCCW can serve in this capacity. 
 
Respect for Life Month Activities 
January is Respect Life month. Events being held next weekend, January 23-24th, are highlighted in the flyer 
that was sent  by the Diocesan Office of Marriage & Family Life.  (Please see the flyer posted on our website 
dccwutah.org.) On Friday night, Bishop Solis will preside over the Mass for the Unborn & Ceremony of Lights at 
the Cathedral of the Madeleine.  This is a very beautiful bilingual ceremony that begins with a procession of 30 
candle bearers and ends with all attendees placing votive candles on the steps of the Cathedral following 
Mass in the shape of a cross.  There may still be a need for candle bearer volunteers.  If interested, please see 
the following sign-up form: January Respect Life Event Volunteer Sign Up Form – Fill out form. 

 On Saturday morning, Bishop Solis will lead the opening prayer for the March for Life at 11:00 on the steps of 
the Utah State Capitol building.  Prior to that, the Diocese of Salt Lake will host a bilingual Rosary at 10:30 am 
on the west side of the steps.  The theme for this year’s March is “Created Equal.”  You are highly encouraged to 
attend one or both of these events (and wear your blue scarf!)  Past DCCW President Casey Pond who is on the 
Diocesan Respect Life Commission said, in promoting our participation in these events, “There aren’t many 
things happening in this world that we can control, but we can show support and pray for those things that we 
know are contrary to the Gospel.”   

https://forms.office.com/r/0BC6YsJsa0

