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In 2007 TCEQ issued a 
report designating the 
area as a Priority 
Groundwater 
Management Area 
(PGMA), which 
required one or more 
GCDS to be created in 
the 13-county area of 
North Central Texas, 
including Collin, Cooke 
and Denton Counties



History of North Texas GCD

• North Texas Groundwater Conservation District was created on May 27, 2009 
by Senate Bill 2497 for Collin, Cooke and Denton Counties.

• 3 Directors are appointed by each  participating County for a total of nine 
Directors on the Board of Directors.

• Rules were initially adopted by the Board of Directors on October 19, 2010, 
and subsequently amended on January 21, 2013, November 12, 2013, 
August 12, 2014, March 1, 2017, January 1, 2019, and on February 11, 2020.

• The District’s rules are required to be in compliance with Senate Bill 2497 
and Chapter 36 of the Texas Water Code.



Overview of the Rules



Exempt Wells

• Exempt wells are wells that are exempt from metering, reporting production, 
paying production fees, and permitting requirements.

• Current exemption = the well is exempt if it has a capacity of < 17.36 gpm.  

• No tract size limit.



Spacing Requirements

Maximum Capacity of 
the Well

Spacing from the 
Property Line

Spacing from Existing 
Wells Completed in the 

Same Aquifer

17.36 gpm or less 50 feet 100 feet

Greater than 17.36 gpm 50 feet 1,175 feet + [1.2 x (gpm of 
the proposed well)]



Well Registration Requirements

• Exempt Wells in existence prior to April 1, 2011, Leachate wells, monitoring 
wells, and piezometers are not required to be registered.
• Well must be registered with the District if the well does not meet the exemption.

• The District’s registration rules are based on Section 36.117(h) of the Texas 
Water Code, which requires well registration.

• All new, exempt wells (< 17.36 gpm) require the issuance of a Notice to 
Proceed by the District prior to drilling the well.

• All new, non-exempt wells (>17.36 gpm) require the issuance of a Production 
Permit by the District prior to drilling the well.



Non-Exempt Wells

• Non-exempt wells are those that do not meet the exemption.

• New non-exempt wells are those that are > 17.36 gpm.

• Non-exempt wells are required to be metered, report monthly meter 
readings on a quarterly basis, paying production fees, and meet permitting 
requirements.

• The current production fee is:
• All Non-exempt use (other than ag use): $0.10 per 1000 gallons

• Agricultural Use: $1.00 per acre-foot or $0.003069 per 1000 gallons



Permitting Requirements

• Non-exempt wells in existence and registered prior to January 1, 2019, 
receive a Historic Use Permit based on the Maximum Historic Use from the 
well during the Historic Use Period.

• Production Permits:
• Must be approved by the Board of Directors.

• Requires a 10-day notice prior to the Board Meeting per state law.

• Permit review rules are based on Section 36.113(d) of the Texas Water Code.

• Wells or well systems with a proposed aggregate production capacity of > 200 gpm are required to submit a 
hydrogeological report.



Proposed Changes to the 
Rules



Summary

• No changes to exemptions or permit requirements.

• Most changes are to add clarity to existing rules.

• A couple of changes are related to existing compliance issues that do 
not impact well owners.



Rule 1.1: Definition of Terms



Rule 3.1: Well Registration Required



Rule 3.1: Well Registration Required



Rule 3.3: General Provision Applicable to 
Registration



Rule 3.3: General Provision Applicable to 
Registration



Rule 3.3: General Provision Applicable to 
Registration



Rule 3.3: General Provision Applicable to 
Registration



Rule 3.3: General Provision Applicable to 
Registration



Rule 3.10: Application Requirements for 
Production Permits



Rule 3.10: Application Requirements for 
Production Permits



Rule 3.12: Considerations for Granting or 
Denying a Permit Application



Rule 3.15: Permit Amendment



Rule 9.2: Water Use Fees



Rule 9.7: Failure to Submit Water Production 
Reports



Rule 9.10: Well Report Deposit



Rule 10.1: Water Meter Required



Rule 11.2: Rules Enforcement



Rule 11.7: Penalties for Failure to Register and 
Permit Non-Exempt Wells



Appendix A: Enforcement Policy and Civil 
Penalty Schedule
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