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BLUE RIDGE FIRE DISTRICT BOARD OF DIRECTORS

PUBLIC MEETING

SATURDAY, January 11, 2014

BLUE RIDGE FIRE STATION
MINUTES

1. 
CALL TO ORDER:  The meeting was called to order at 4:02 p.m. by Chairman Richard Eng.

2. 
ROLL CALL: Board members present:  Richard Eng, Alma Seward, Mark Wise, Tammy Rosenhagen.  Absent:  Nick Gemrose.

3. 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:  Chairman Eng led those attending in the Pledge of Allegiance.

4.
REVIEW AND ADOPTION OF AGENDA:  Moved by Tammy Rosenhagen, seconded by Mark Wise, to adopt agenda.  Agenda adopted 4:0. 

5.
APPROVAL OF PREVIOUS MINUTES: 

(A) Regular meeting minutes 12-14-13: Moved by Tammy Rosenhagen, seconded by Mark Wise, to approve minutes of Public Meeting held December 14, 2013. Motion passes 4:0.
(B)  Special meeting minutes 01-04-14:  Moved by Tammy Rosenhagen, seconded by Mark Wise, to approve minutes of Special Meeting held January 4, 2014.   Motion passes 4:0.
6. 
ANNOUNCEMENTS:  None.

7. 
REPORTS AND CORRESPONDENCE

A.
Fire Board Chairman’s Report:  Chairman Eng stated that the report on the MRPOA issue will not be discussed today, as it is necessary for the full board to be present to review information together. 

B.
Fire Chief’s Report:  Chief Banning presented his report for December 2013 (copy attached). 
C.
Committee or Other Reports:   None. 

8.
CALL TO THE PUBLIC:
  Gayle Spackman stated that the OML complaint she had entered with the Attorney General’s Office was directed specifically at Alma Seward, Richard Eng, and Jim Denham.  It was not directed toward the entire Board.


Lou Hoover spoke on some of the BRFD history relating to how residential areas were brought into the District over the years, and shared information and recollections from the time during his tenure as Starlight Pines Fire Chief and later as BRFD Board Member.  Chairman Eng thanked Mr. Hoover for the facts presented and asked if at all possible for him to be available as an informational source for future scheduled meetings on the MRPOA matter.
9. 
OLD business:   None.
 

10. 
NEW business:   

A.  Financial Report -  Review and Action required:
Treasurer Mark Wise presented the financial report for December 2013.  After brief discussion and review, it was moved by Tammy Rosenhagen, seconded by Alma Seward, to accept the December 2013 Financial Report as presented.   Motion passes 4:0.

B. Note that 2014 dates of meetings and locations are forwarded to Coconino County; reminder of meeting date change to third Saturday of month:  Clerk Alma Seward confirmed that she had sent the Notice of Change of Public Meeting Dates for 2014 to Wendy Escoffier, Clerk of the Coconino County Board of Supervisors, with a copy to Susie Garrettson, Executive Asst. to Supervisor Mandy Metzger, by e-mail on 12-31-13.  Copy of Notice is attached hereto and was also distributed to BRFD Board members and Chief for timely public posting.

C. 2013 Audit Report: Approving and making available:  After review and discussion, it was moved by Tammy Rosenhagen, seconded by Mark Wise, to approve the Saunders & Co. Audit Report for 2013 and make it available to the public.  Motion passes 4:0.
D.
Attorney General’s response review:  Chairman Eng reported on the AG’s letter of opinion concerning Gayle Spackman’s OML violation complaint filed against the Board dated sometime around March 2013 and Attorney Whittington’s response. No penalties were assessed, and the AG advised that the BRFD Board receive training on the Open Meeting Law.  Chairman Eng observed that this would be taking place under normal business the following week at AFDA Board Training in Laughlin. 
E.
Discussion on Employee Salaries–move forward on topic:  Chief Banning presented a document of salary comparisons which he had researched, including part-time (reserve) as well as full-time employees. After Board discussion, it was determined that Chief Banning will form a Committee of full-timers & reserves to study the salary and benefits issue and prepare a recommendation.  Tammy Rosenhagen volunteered to serve on the Committee as a Board representative.  The Committee will come up with a recommendation, following the timeline for our projected budget preparation, by the end of March.

F.
Community Input—how can the BRFD help you, and your community:  Chairman Eng brought up the concept of  being more community-oriented, e.g., food bank, parish health ministry, mental health/emotional health needs, firewood needs, transportation needs, suicide watch referrals, etc.  He suggested that we ask for community feedback on needs.  Board feedback included suggestions for meetings with reps from local HOAs, or forming associations to address needs, etc.  Chairman Eng emphasized the importance of communicating community needs—that BRFD could aid in this.  Chief Banning says he is always open to ideas from the public, feel free to let him know. Tammy Rosenhagen suggested a referral card with county services listed.


G.
PSPRS for Tier 2 BRFD Employees: Tammy Rosenhagen reported on the next step in the Arizona Public Safety Personnel Retirement System process and clarified a few points for board members.  After discussion, it was moved by Alma Seward, seconded by Tammy Rosenhagen to accept Resolution No. 87-2014, authorizing a preliminary actuarial survey to estimate costs of participation in PSPRS. Motion passes 4:0.   Moved by Alma Seward, seconded by Tammy Rosenhagen to accept Resolution No. 88-2014, authorizing the Board to sign a Joinder Agreement with the Arizona PSPRS Board.  Motion passes 4:0.    Moved by Tammy Rosenhagen, seconded by Mark Wise, to allot $1500 from budgeted funds to PRSPS for the actuarial study.  Motion passes 4:0.

11. 
FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS: 

 
A.
February 15, 2014 Regular Meeting:  Please note—this is the 3rd Saturday of the month.
12.
ANY SPECIAL MEETINGS OR EVENTS:   None.
 
13. 
ADJOURNMENT:  Moved by Alma Seward, seconded by Tammy Rosenhagen, to adjourn.  Motion passes 4:0.  Meeting adjourned at 6:12 p.m.

