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2 Thessalonians 2:13, 16–17
[bookmark: _Hlk213059014]13 But we ought to give thanks to God for you always, brothers loved by the Lord, because God chose you as the firstfruits for salvation through sanctification by the Spirit and belief in truth. . . 16 May our Lord Jesus Christ himself and God our Father, who has loved us and given us everlasting encouragement and good hope through his grace, 17 encourage your hearts and strengthen them in every good deed and word.
Luke 20:27-38
[bookmark: _Hlk213058974]27Some Sadducees, those who deny that there is a resurrection, came forward and put this question to him, 28saying, “Teacher, Moses wrote for us, ‘If someone’s brother dies leaving a wife but no child, his brother must take the wife and raise up descendants for his brother.’ 29 Now there were seven brothers; the first married a woman but died childless. 30 Then the second 31 and the third married her, and likewise all the seven died childless. 32 Finally the woman also died. 33 Now at the resurrection whose wife will that woman be? For all seven had been married to her.” 34 Jesus said to them, “The children of this age marry and are given in marriage; 35 but those who are deemed worthy to attain to the coming age and to the resurrection of the dead neither marry nor are given in marriage. 36 They can no longer die, for they are like angels; and they are the children of God. 37 That the dead will rise even Moses made known in the passage about the bush, when he called ‘Lord’ the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob; 38 for he is not God of the dead, but of the living, for to him all are alive.”

We tend to take belief in the afterlife for granted, but not all Jews believed in an afterlife. The Pharisees did, but not the Sadducees. That’s one of the reasons the Sadducees were hostile to Jesus’ message. Here the Sadducees are asking an insincere question of Jesus. The idea of a woman outliving seven husbands, all brothers of each other, is ridiculous. Somebody would want to examine the meals she was feeding them. 
In the Torah was a law called levirate marriage, which stated that if a woman’s husband dies before she can bear a child, then the dead man’s brother should marry her, so that she has a chance to have an heir. It’s interesting, because it seems to consider the woman’s right to have an heir. The Sadducees are asking Jesus to rule upon which of the seven brothers would be her husband in the afterlife, in which they did not believe. They don’t want to know the real answer, they just want to discombobulate Jesus and anybody else who believes in the afterlife.
But Jesus gives the real answer: none of the brothers will be her wife, since people do not have husbands and wives in the afterlife. They are not given in marriage, but they are like the angels, in other words, sexless and also deathless. Sex, marriage, and death are features of the material life, not of the spiritual afterlife.
The Sadducees believed only in the Torah, the first five books of the Bible. That is why Jesus refers to a passage from the Torah to try to show that there is an afterlife. He cites Moses referring to the Lord as the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, the God of Jacob. He argues that, since God is God of the living, not of the dead, this shows that Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob are currently living and worshipping God. They are alive now in the afterlife. This story shows how Jesus will sometimes answer a question for the benefit of sincere listeners who happen to be present, even if the persons asking the question are not sincere.
It is alright to ask questions of God, even to argue with God, as long as you are sincere and you are sincerely seeking an answer. You get an answer if your seeking is honest; if, when you knock, you really desire an answer. The Sadducees got no benefit from this conversation because they were not sincere. Some of the other listeners did get something beneficial from Jesus’ answer.
Speaking of sincerity, this is a good moment to look at the Second Thessalonians passage. “God chose you as the firstfruits for salvation through sanctification by the Spirit and belief in truth” (2 Thess 2:13). You are sanctified—that means made sacred—by the Spirit and by your belief in truth. It is that power of the Spirit and of your faith in truth that get you to be chosen. Consider yourself to be already in the kingdom of God. God will encourage your heart and strengthen it (3:17).
Listen to this statement and allow it to warm your heart: if you believe that God loves you, then you are already in the kingdom of God. Have you ever thought that? If you know in your heart that you are already in the kingdom, what explosive power this holds! The sanity test still applies, you don’t get to say that you’re the new prophet to the world, but imagine how deeply assuring this kingdom-faith is, and how it removes anxiety. 
It’s okay to ask Jesus any questions you want, while in prayer. The key necessity is spiritual sincerity: the desire to really find truth and to really be able to do good. These are the right motivations and they enable Jesus to answer you, probably spiritually rather than in English words, but it’s still okay to ask. Even before you get all your answers, you’ll get spiritual warmth and light in your heart and mind.
In conclusion, I would say that God loves us just as we are, but that doesn’t mean that we are to remain unchanged forever. Relating to God changes us. A lady named Ashley Dannelly writes that it was only when she had children that she understood the love of God, not as an all-powerful Creator, but as “an amazing father.” Her children’s bickering and lying and messiness do not change her love for them. As the letter of James says, there is no variation or shadow in God’s love (James 1:17). She goes on to compare what she shares with her children to what God shares with us: our reading, talking (which is compared to praying), resting (which is compared to spending time with God), and then the joy of dancing, which can be compared to the joy of worship. Worship is expressing and recognizing that God is in love with us, and she then refers to Romans 12:1, with which I’ll finish: “I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship.” (newspring.cc/articles/spending-time-with-a-god-who-loves-you).
So, as you leave today, go forth knowing that you are a child of God, loved and accepted as you are. Welcome to the family of God, and may your inner light shine. As you talk with God, you will learn more about God’s will for you, and you will get more energy for your inner light.
