For the next few weeks, 


we will be trying to figure out what exactly a human being is.  

According to Hebrew Scholar Iain Provan, 


this is the question of our time.  SLIDE
Knowing what a human being is


 is essential, 



because then we can act like a human being.  

All of us are living out our working definition 


of what a human being is 


or at least attempting to.  

The issue is, SLIDE

we are all working with various conglomerations of definitions 



of what a human being is 


from all kinds of sources 



that conflict with each other.  

This past month 


the questions in the headlines 



asking for a definition of what a human being is SLIDE

included, “Racially profiling and deporting people from the United States,” 


“Deep Seek dropping a trillion dollars of value from Tech Companies,” 


and “Questions concerning people's right to worship, 



get medical aid, 



and go to school with out being harassed.”  

Now these scenarios are asking about what a human being is, 


because they ask, SLIDE


“Do all humans have equal value 




or are some humans of higher value than others?”  


The AI stock changes have the underlying question of,



 is there something out there more than humans 




that can do life better than humanity?”  


The human rights question is asking, 



“are there basic rights that each of us have as the creatures that we are 




that others should not impinge on?

If you have been out on the street, 


you know that there are multiple answers 



that people would tell you are correct 


to each one of these questions.  

So the starting question is, SLIDE

“How do we even find out what a human being is?”  


How do we even know anything?  



Can we just say, 




“Let's agree to disagree about what a human being is 





and move on to bigger issues.  

Or do we need to ask like Pilate did to Jesus, 


“What is truth?”  

The reality of our lives is 


that we usually try and discern what is truth 



in one of four ways.  SLIDE

From our emotions, 


from people that we trust, 


from science, 


and finally from trusted authorities 



about what can not be discerned by science.  

Now emotions are listed as a way we try to find truth, 


but do not have much success at defining truth 



beyond stating what we are feeling in the moment.  


But are they ever powerful.  



Advertising, 



politics, 



even some strains of religion bank of emotions.  


Stirring up your anger, 



hate, fear, joy, love 



and other emotions to convince you something is true.  


Emotions can be manipulated 



so that we believe something is true.  

When that truth doesn't pan out in reality, 


we are often very let down 


and feel we were lied to.  SLIDE
In French Polynesia, 


I kept having these thoughts that Lisa and I would have long walks on the beach, 


dine watching the sunset every night, 



and we would spend the whole time 




telling each other how wonderful the other is, 



because that is what happens in all the commercials.  


The people in the commercials don't have kids though.  



So I was sold an idea that was stirred by my emotions 




and then felt tricked when it didn't naturally happen.  

So knowing emotions are falliable, we need to look for truth elsewhere.

People that we trust SLIDE

are always good places to look for truth.  

Hopefully your parents, 


teachers, 


or coaches were usually sources of information that could be trusted.  

Your parents fed you and helped you take your first steps, 


they had a vested interest in you knowing the truth.  

Teachers telling you that 1+2=4 


will not make it very far, 



because there is no way to teach you anything else, 



because nothing will make sense.  

But there are limits to people's abilities 


and areas of expertise.  

My soccer coach taught me all kinds of things about soccer, 


but he wasn't my first call for career advice.  



We knew where his area of expertise ended.  

I don't know about your parents, 


but I know I have hit a few topics with mine 



that left them saying, 


“Well I guess you will just be shown to be on the wrong side of history 



if you believe that.”  

Some instances, 


I have come to see that they knew something I did not.  


On others 



the truth seems to be favoring my understanding. SLIDE
Science is the third place where we can find truth.  


I can say that 



and the walls will not come falling in, 


as long as I put proper boundaries on science, 



just like my soccer coach and parents.  

Science is the process of finding patterns in the physical world 


and reaching conclusions.  

Or a wordier way of saying that is, SLIDE

“Science is an organised endeavour 



to explain the properties of the physical world 



by means of empirically testable theories 




constructed by a research community 





trained in specialized techniques.”  

Science should be trusted 


when the larger research community says it meets all of their criteria, SLIDE


like peer review, 



repeatable by others, 



and in line with prior discoveries.  

So YouTube can be a tricky place to navigate, 


as everyone has their miracle cures.  


They have someone who has a Dr. in their name 



and they are telling you about a break through for hair growth, 



to cure cancer, 



or whatever else.  



There are people with the title doctor 



who need to make a house payment 




and will lend their name to things.  

Of more value 


are conclusions from doctors across the world 



who have all found that doing this regrows your hair 




or cures cancer.  

Before you go running off to discover everything that science knows, 


know that science has limits as well.  

Our definition limited science 


to explaining the “properties of the physical world.”  SLIDE
There are two major black holes 


that science can not speak to 



concerning what is a human being.  

It can not tell us anything more 


than the physical properties of humans, 



what can be measured 



and empirically tested.  

The other limit of science SLIDE

is that it can only tell us what “is,” 


not what “ought to be.”  

For example, 


an experiment might show SLIDE


that when you put four hungry people in a room 




with one cheeseburger, 


75% of the time 



the biggest and strongest person gets to eat the cheeseburger.  




That is what happens most of the time.  

But some of you might be thinking, 


“Why don't the four people divide the cheeseburger into fourths 



and share it?”  

Science would not be able to really prove that point, 


because it is something that ought to happen, 


not what does happen normally.  

With science being limited to the physical world 


and what does happen, 



not necessarily what ought to 



or should happen 




that would be the best, 


we need another source of truth 



if we are going to know what a human's ultimate purpose, 



value, 



or significance is.  

To answer these questions, SLIDE

we have to move beyond science 



into the metaphsycial world, 



beyond the physical, 


because science can't tell us 



why the big bang happened 



or why I should divide the cheeseburger into fourths 




instead of letting the biggest and strongest have it.  

All kinds of people will line up 


to tell you how the cheeseburger should be distributed, 


but we should be ready to ask, SLIDE


“How do you know that way is best?”

It is here 


that many in the world make assumptions 



with out asking for 



or having proof that support those assumptions.  

They end up sounding like a Vegan 


who only eats chicken.  

Who they say they are 


and their life do not line up 



because they are taking bits of pieces 




that sound good from all kinds of sources 



and not ensuring that all of their beliefs




 align with one another.  

So you end up with a place like Alaska 


where the majority says that everyone should earn their own living 


and only spend what they have earned, 



but is the most socialized state in the Union.  

In 2021, 


the amount of federal money given to Alaska per capita 



was $1600 per person 



more than any other state. 



$7,618, 




followed by Rhode Island at $6,016.  



This doesn't include the Permanent Fund Dividend.

As we look for world views that pertain truth 


to what is a human being, 



who do we turn to?  


Greek philosophers, 


psychologists, 


and various nation states 



have all put out 



or are refining their opinions about what a human is.  

When it comes time to pick your source to trust


 to tell you what science can't about humans, 

I hope your attendance in the service today 


would allow you to be open to exploring what Jesus says 



a human being is.  

The reason Pilate asked, 


“What is truth?” 

is because Jesus said, SLIDE

“You are right in saying I am a king. 



In fact, 



for this reason I was born, 




and for this I came into the world, 



to testify to the truth. 


Everyone on the side of truth 



listens to me.”  

To those who were further in the process 


of trusting Jesus for the truth, 



Jesus told them, SLIDE
'


“I am the way 




and the truth 




and the life. 



No one comes to the Father except through me.”  

This aligns with how God first revealed himself to Moses.  


He said, 



“I am who I am.”  

Jesus connects himself to the knowledge of God 


and claims to be God himself.  

So we are left with two choices.  SLIDE

Either Jesus was mad 


and we throw out everything he said and does 



because he can't be trusted to tell the truth.  


Or we follow everything he says, 



because he actually is God 



and knows what is best for us, 




because he created us.  

I know that we would like to just take some of what Jesus says 


and run with it.  

Others have tried it 


and it does not end well.  

Much of the chaos in our world today 


stems from just taking part of Jesus' truth about humanity, 



but not all of it.  

We will look at these missteps in the weeks ahead 


as they arise.  

But for now, 


I invite you to realize everyone has their areas of expertise.  



The places they can tell you about what a human is.  

Only Jesus is the supreme authority, 


not only because he created us, 



but he also became one of us.  




Was born to a woman as a baby, 




lived and suffered with us, 




and died our death.  


So he knows what it means to be human.  

So he can help us understand who we are 


and where we are being led astray.
