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I was born and raised in Rogers Park on the far north side of 
Chicago. After graduating from Notre Dame High School in 
Niles I received a degree in Mechanical Engineering from 
the Illinois Institute of Technology. I married my high school 
sweetheart, Cathy, right after graduation and we moved to 
Rhode Island where I attended graduate school at Brown  
University and Worcester Institute of Technology. After  
receiving my Master’s degree we returned to Illinois with two 
new children and I began working for Teletype Corporation as 
a manufacturing engineer. In 1966 we bought a four  
bedroom home in Des Plaines. Cathy and I had five more 
children in rapid succession over the next nine years and we 
ended up putting an addition on our home to provide more 
living space. We ended up with three boys and four girls. I 
worked for Teletype for seven years before quitting my job 
in June of 1973. At the time we had five children and a pop-
up camper. We bundled the children into our station wagon 
and spent the summer out west living out of the camper and 
visiting all the national parks. When we returned in the fall I 
found a new job at Chicago Metallic Corporation, a manu-
facturer of suspended ceiling systems. I worked for Chicago 
Metallic for the next 29 years and eventually became Manag-
er of Manufacturing Engineering with a staff of 28 engineers, 
tool and die makers and maintenance men. I retired in 2002, 
a year after our youngest daughter, Theresa, was killed by a 
drunk driver. After Theresa’s death I joined AAIM and became 
Treasurer in 2003. I have been Treasurer for the last 18 years 
and I have also been involved in several local community 
organizations. For the first eight years after Theresa’s death 
Cathy and I ran an annual walk in her honor to raise money for 
AAIM and a scholarship in Theresa’s honor at Wauconda High 
School. Through the generosity of our friends and family we 
have been able to donate $55,000 to the AAIM Victim Assis-
tance Fund, $24,000 to the Scholarship Fund and $20,000 to 
purchase iPods and heart monitors for use in Wauconda High 
School physical education classes.


