Stanley Baptist Church
Quarterly Newsletter

www.stanleybaptist.org

130 East Main Street
Stanley, VA 22851

Jan-March 2019

Sweet Rivers of
Jerusalem, it’s 2019!!!!
As I contemplate what it means to say that 2019 is upon us I cannot fathom
how quickly time flies. Usually when I am working I have several other things
going on...most of the times its a video from History channel or Discovery
channel. I try to stay off social media when I’m working because that is the
proverbial “Rabbit Hole” that seems to drag your attention on to something
else. Today, the video I am watching is the eulogy from President G.W. Bush
in regards to his father, President George H.W. Bush, and the things that his
father had done.
One of the overwhelming themes was time. Not just that it goes by quickly,
but that we need to ensure we cherish every second of time that we have so
that we can leave the biggest impact in our life on those we come in contact
with. I watched our former President speak for twelve and a half minutes and
what he spoke about wasn’t the things that we get caught up with. There was
no talk of Facebook, Instagram, Twitter, Snapchat, or whatever other social
media outlet is out there to be used. No, the talk was about the small moments that made an impact on those around President George H.W. Bush.
Most times, eulogies are thoughtful and well spoken--the prose that goes into
them is one of encouragement for the family. However, when a family member speaks the eulogy there are always “Real” moments. I quote that because
most people are conveluted on what that word stands for. At times our lives
are caught up in impressing those around us instead of just being ourselves
and letting people either accept us or not. Back to 2019.
My goal, and I hope yours as well, is to be as “Real” as I can be with those I
come in contact with. I pray that I can take every second of my life and use it
to impact others for good, and even when I am not as good as I want to be,
impact them positively--even if it is to learn what not to do in a situation. I
pray that as a church we can take every moment God gives us to impact our
community and ultimately our world for the better. Our goals shouldn’t be to
impress anyone or be the biggest and best at something.
Honestly, our goals should be the best at listening to God and being the best
we can as Stanley Baptist Church and encouraging those we can. Church
should always lift us up, encourage us, and give us a spiritual boost of energy
so that we can do something for God when and where we can. So...what’s
your 2019 going to be about? Ask God to answer that question and then do
all you can to follow His guidance.
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“Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new
creation; old things have passed away, and
look, ne things have come.”

2 Corinthians 5:17

2019
For 2019 we want to do a few things
that we haven’t done before. Some of
the ideas that have crossed my mind
are things that can help us have more
times of fellowship and a sense of
community as a church.
One of the things that I have been thinking about trying to do is a trip to Sight and Sound and possibly watch one
of the plays they do there. Personally, I
have never been myself, but everything
I hear is really good. It would be a long
day but my thought would be to rent
a van or two and make a day of it. We
could leave early enough to get dinner
and see the show, then everyone could
rest on the drive back.
Also, we are going to be doing more
aimed at getting more children and
youth in the church. I know that we
have a good crowd of children and
youth now, but I would love to expand
that and see that grow as well.
The biggest thing that we need is suggestions and volunteers to help out. If
you are interested in helping out with
this please see Pastor Jason or one of
the deacons and we can get some stuff
moving.
Another thing that we have been pondering is trying to get more involved
with doing things with community
churches. That is something I believe
will help everyone and we can all get
a beter sense of community when
working together as one group to do
more for our community. Let us know
what you think.

PASTORS CORNER
Looking back on 2018 I believe Stanley Baptist Church had a good year. It
was filled with people coming together
to celebrate the lives of those we lost
to moving on to heaven to be with our
Lord. It was filled with people coming
forward to join the church, some old
and some new to our church, and it was
filled with some of those same people
getting baptized in the water and taking
on that new life in the Lord.
For me as a pastor that is one of the
greatest gifts I recieve in ministry--to
see people give their lives to God. It is
not a reflection on me as the pastor at
all, so no one take it as that. However,
it is a reflection on the church and
their wholeness with God as well as the
community of believers that they represent. In a world that can seem dark,
uncaring, and sin filled it is important
that the church remains that light on a
hill that provides hope and something
better.
I look at us as a church and I see exactly
that. When I pray and ponder about
where God is leading us I see nothing
but prosperity and blessing. That is not
something that comes wholly from the
pastor or wholly from the church; no,
I beleive that is something that comes
wholly from God because we listen to
Him! For us, as believers, it is imperative that we continue to listen to the
promptings of the Holy Spirit ad allow
Him to work within us individually
and as a church to continue to see God
progress in both our lives individually
and our lives as a church body.
For several years I used to stand before
the congregation and give an overview
of what I saw for the church in the co-

ming year. It was sort of a “New Years
tradition” for me as a pastor. I never
made resolutions or anything like that,
but I would always talk about the things
I felt God could lead us in for the year
ahead.
Today, I set in a chair in my office
typing these words and thinking about
what God has in store. For me, as an
individual, I think God is going to use
me more than He has in the past. I feel
this way because I have undergone yet
another surgery on my foot and ankle
and unfortunately another surgery on
my spine. This time around I feel that
there is going to be a complete healing
and that God is going to use that healing in order to push me forward and
make me better.
It is funny how things like that can give
you testimony and courage to stand up
for what God is doing in your own life,
but also what you see Him doing in the
lives of those around you. I know that it
has been a tough year for not only me,
but others in our church family. As I’ve
already pointed out we’ve suffered loss
through death and seen those we love
go home to be with the Lord. We’ve
experienced church family undergo
surgeries, cancer treatments, and other
procedures that have helped them heal
and be more complete--regardless of
how tough it was at the time.
So I look upon us as a church body and
feel God is planning on using us more
in 2019. It seems like we all can use
some of these struggles, regardless of
how tough they were at the time, as a
testimony to God’s greatness. In times
of grief we don’t always see God’s master plan. During those times we some-

times concentrate so much on the grief
that we forget that God has really given
those we’ve lost an ultimate healing and
ultimately answered our prayers because our loved ones have been called
home to heaven. There they suffer no
more pain, suffering, and there is no
giref--only celebration at the feet of our
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.
For those of us left behind, it can be
hard to face that reality. It’s natural to
miss our loved ones and say goodbye to
them, no matter how temporary it may
be in the scope of eternity. But, I do
promise you that in the end you will see
blessings and have testimony in seeing
God’s full plan for us come to fruition.
So back to 2019...what exactly does it
hold in store for us? Honestly, I wish I
could tell you all that is going to come
our way, but I am no prophet and I
don’t have a great revelation for you.
However, I can reveal a few things that
I know God is going to do for us here at
Stanley Baptist.
First, I believe He is going to continue adding to our church in the form
of visitors and new members. I feel
that we are listening to God and He is
sending people here because He knows
they will find blessings. While we may
have people come and go, we will have
people come and stay.
Second, I feel He is going to continue
blessing us by seeing some of those
people give their lives to the Lord and
be baptized. Again, some are among us
right now, and some will be new faces
and new relationships.
Next, I feel God is going to use us more
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in the community than He is right
now. I think that our times of struggle are going to be encompassed
with a time of blessing and a time
of prosperity. That blessing and
prosperity is going to be shown by
our actions outside of the church
and working to make our communtiy
better. I feel that will be local, but
we are also going to impact people
globally thorugh our mission partnerships and our relationships with
the associations we belong to.
Fourth, I feel God is going to continue to work with us through our
Sunday services. There is the saying
that, “If it aint broke, don’t fix it”.
However, I am of the mindset that
the church is like the project car
some of us guys and gals like to
tinker with. No matter how good it
might be in its present state, there
is always something more we would
like to do to make it better. Worship
time Sunday mornings should always

be an adventure to get it to be even
better. That helps those of us already
here and in worship, and it helps
those that are coming in to worship
and visit us for the first time.
Lastly, the word everyone hates to
hear in church--change. I feel like
we are going to see some changes
in 2019. Now I can’t say what those
changes might be, because honestly
I don’t feel God coming into our
hearts pushing change in one way or
another. However, I do feel that all
things have to change from time to
time to continue to meet the needs of
those around us.
The hardest thing for us to see as a
church at times is that we have to do
better in certain aspects to fully reach
the community and world we serve.
But those changes are not always
huge. Sometimes it’s as simple as
adding a Bible study or small group.
In that respect I don’t feel that God

wants to see any type of massive
change in our church. Maybe what
He wants is just to see us be more in
tune with the way we pray and talk to
Him. It could be something as simple
as doing a sermon series on being
more effective in prayer. Or, it might
be a sermon series on church history
so we learn more about who we are as
Baptists.
That is for the coming weeks ahead
though. Right now, I think God
wants us to take a time of reflection.
Not because we have something
wrong or bad to reflect on, but a time
of reflection to allow God to prompt
us to see what He wants from us.
The only way we see anything God
wants from us is to reflect on what
He is telling us. So...reflect through
prayer and through listening to that
still small voice speak to you in your
heart. With that I feel we are going to
see God do powerful things.

Sermons for the Quarter
We have been listing the sermons for the Quarter here so you can have an idea of what we will be discussing in the coming weeks. This way, you can go ahead and read the scripture references and be better prepared to receive the Word.
However, with Pastor Jason’s surgery and recovery he wasn’t able to get all of this quarters sermons laid out. Sorry for
the inconvenience and be looking for the full layout for the 2nd Quarter in the next newsletter.
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Happenings You Need to Know About
Pastor Jason will be back in the office starting January
20. Currently he will be out for recovery from surgery
starting December 20 when he has spine surgery at UVA.
Pastor’s Office Hours:
Thursday
10AM-12PM; 1 PM- 3 PM; 6 PM-8 PM
If you need to make an appointment with Pastor Jason
please use these contact methods to reach out and set
something up.
Email: pastor@stanleybaptist.org
Office: (540) 778-1037
Cell/Text: (540) 462-7180
In the event Pastor Jason cannot be available during the
posted office hours he will let you know as best he can.
With Pastor Jason’s reovery from surgery these times are
going to be a little different because of this. If you plan on
stopping in please call just to ensure that he is available.
Thanks.
No Regrets Men’s Conference February 2, 2019 from
9:30 AM - 5:00 PM at First Baptist Waynesboro. Cost is
$10 per ticket to cover cost of lunch, First Baptist Waynesboro is covering the cost of the conference. Register
online at: firstbaptistwboro.org or see Pastor Jason if you
are interested in attending. Also, look for the flyer in the
fellowship hall.
Bible Study We will be back on schedule for the 2nd and
4th Tuesday of the month at 10 AM and 7 PM for Bible
Study. Unfortunatley, we have had to cancel Bible Study
before Pastor Jason’s back surgery due to his headaches,
but we are happy to start Bible Study back up in February
since Pastor Jason will be recovered from surgery.
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STANLEY BAPTIST CHURCH
PO BOX 289
130 EAST MAIN ST
STANLEY, VA 22851

“The Lord does not delay His promise, as
some understand delay, but is patient with
you, not wanting any to perish but all to
come to repentance.”

2 Peter 3:9

OFFICE: 1 (540) 778-1037
CHURCH PHONE: 1 (540) 778-5101
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PASTOR: REV. JASON T. POWELL
PASTOR@STANLEYBAPTIST.ORG

