Dodge County Concerned Citizens

dodgecc.org

September 5, 2022
SENT VIA E-MAIL

Becker County Commissioners
913 Lake Avenue
Detroit Lakes, Minnesota 56501

Re:  Eric P. Zurn and Erica L. Zurn — Application for Conditional Use Permit
Project Location: TBD 350" Street, Ogema, MN 56569

Dear Becker County Commissioners:

[ am an attorney in Minneapolis, but | write as a farmer’s daughter and as a member of Dodge
County Concerned Citizens (dodgecc.org). 1 am actively involved in the day-to-day operation of
our family farm in Dodge County, Minnesota.

I urge you to deny the application of Eric P. Zurn and Erica L. Zurn for a conditional use permit
to construct a swine gestational facility in Becker County. In the alternative, I suggest that you
adopt a moratorium on the construction of all animal confinement facilities in Becker County,
thus providing all residents an opportunity to participate in this important decision that will
forever change the character of Becker County.

My family has been on the frontlines for years fighting industrial animal agriculture. In the early
1990s, we witnessed significant changes to the rural countryside, as concentrated animal feeding
operations (“CAFOs™) began to disrupt the rural area. In 1993, the first pig CAFO was
constructed approximately one mile north of our farm, confining approximately 4.000 pigs.
Since then, numerous pig CAFOs have been constructed in the immediate area, including one
located one-half mile west of our farm and another located a mile north of our farm. Today,
there are 12 swine CAFOs within a 3-mile radius of our farm, housing an estimated 30,000 pigs.

These facilities generate a substantial amount of waste. One pig produces approximately 10
times more fecal wase than a human,' so the pigs right around our farm generate the same
amount of waste as a city of 300,000 people. This waste contains antibiotics. nitrogen,
phosphorus and other contaminants.”

t See Mark Sobsey & Vincent Hill, Hog Waste Treatment to Control Microbial Contamination (June 2008),
https://repository.lib.ncsu.edu/bitstream/handle/1840.4/4110/NC-WRRI-380. pdf.

2 Michael A. Mallin et al., Industrial Swine and Poultry Production Causes Chronic Nutrient and Fecal Microbial
Stream Pollution, 226 Water, Air, Soil & Pollution 407, 407 (2015).
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