We are all aware of a bouncer, SLIDE

the person hired at an establishment to keep the peace.  

If you have a good bouncer, 


the peace is kept, 

not by them imposing their skills and strength, 


but by them just being there.  

Any one who is contemplating shenanigans, 


looks up and sees the bouncer looking in their direction 


and rethinks what is going to make a fun evening.  SLIDE
It is a similar effect that a school principal has 


walking around during lunch.  

You know they have power to make your life very hard.  


Is this really  something you want to do? 

We meet such a figure today.  


I know we have been talking about the Lamb all summer 



and this sounds nothing like a Lamb.  SLIDE

This sounds like the Lion of Judah that is on the move.  



We want it to be the Lion of Judah on the move, 




don't we?  


That is our preference as Americans, 



we have an eagle, 



not a delicate humming bird as our national bird.  

But as we walk through this text, 


I hope to show you SLIDE


that it is still the slain lamb on that white horse, 



not the Lion that we think we would prefer.  

But here is the good news, 


the slain Lamb is way stronger than the lion.  SLIDE
The Lamb 


is like the Bruce Lee 


or Jackie Chan of every bouncer scene.  

Walking in at 5'8” with heels on, 


144#, 

and the bouncer at 6'5”, 


320# messes with him.  

Next thing you know, SLIDE

the bouncer 


and all of his friends 



are spread out on the floor.

How is that possible for the lamb? 


Well let's look at the text.  

In verse 11, SLIDE

we open our fifth and final door, 



outside of the prologue and epilogue.  SLIDE
When we opened the first door


we saw one like the son of man standing in the midst of the churches.  

The second door open in heaven 


revealed a throne, 


someone on it, 


and a lamb in the midst 



who could open the 7 seals.  

The Third window is opened 


and we see Christmas 



from the viewpoint of a dragon 




trying to eat the baby boy 



and then move onto his followers 




through the dragon manipulated political power 




and the second beast 





with religious power gone bad.  

We just reached the end of window four 


with the final judgements of Babylon 


and the Marriage supper of the Lamb.  SLIDE
So today, 


we hear John sees 



“Heaven standing open 




and there before me was a white horse, 



whose rider is called faithful and true.”

Hopefully you remember my palm Sunday graphic enough SLIDE

to remember that a king bringing peace 



rides a donkey into a city.  

When an emperor rode a horse, 


it meant war and victory.   

Timing is important 


in hearing Revelation correctly.  

If we take the wrong image 


and place it in the wrong time, 



it gives the wrong message.  

The white horse 


is a sign of pure and holy victory.  

This rider has already won 


and is now on his victory parade through the conquered lands.  

In the past, SLIDE

I have talked about the difference between V-Day and D-Day in WWII.  



D-Day was the day the operation to take Normandy Beach began 




that led to victory.  



V-Day occurred 11 months later, 




when the Germany made an unconditional surrender.  

In this scene, 


we are seeing Victory Day, 



the later day when Jesus rides in 




as one who is Faithful and True.  

These words tell us 


that Jesus is who he says he is.  

Remember, 


we are contrasting these 



with the evil Trinity 



that keep appearing as one thing 




and in reality are another.  

So as he judges and makes war, 


it is with justice.  

The word War immediately triggers the image 


of a lion slashing people down to the ground.  

But remember 


as we have already seen at the other openings, 



part of what conquers evil 



is letting evil do its thing.  

The just Lamb 


lets them follow the course they have chosen 


and they implode on themselves.  

How often do you stop and think, 


“The only reason I am alive 



is because God has prevented me from carrying out all of my desires 



or inclinations.”

Verse 12 paints a picture SLIDE

that Jesus is there with Superman's laser beam eyes, 



making us think of a weapon.  

These eyes though are not weapons, 


they are more like Wonder Woman's lasso of truth.  

We often worry about who we can trust, 


because they don't know the full story.  

That does not happen with Jesus.  SLIDE

He tells us the eyes are the window to the soul, 



so his burning eyes look into ours 



and know where our hearts are at.  


No pretending we are something else. 



So he can judge justly.  

If you are looking through Revelation, 


the crowns or diadems on heads 


and the numbers can get confusing.  

Thankfully, there have been a few British Dramas 


that show how various rulers carried multiple titles.  SLIDE
Princess Diana was 


the Princess of both Wales and Scotland, 


Duchess twice over, 


Countess of another two places, 


and Baroness of Renfrew, 



Lady of the Isles.  


Each location had a crown.  

When we looked at evil, 


multiple separate heads, 



had different crowns.  

On Jesus, 


the rider of the white horse, 



on his one head there are many crowns.  

The people crown their King and Lord.  


When you ask Jesus into your heart, 



you gave him yet another crown, 




which he promises to rule over faithfully and truly.

A final note for verse 12, SLIDE

 the name no one else knows, 



means despite all we know about Jesus from this vision, 


there is still more to Jesus than scripture can reveal.  

A sentiment that lives on today, 


is that if you know someone's name, 



you know a lot about them.  

Go to your hometown 


and tell someone your mother's maiden name 



and suddenly, 


they add a whole new dimension to who you are.  

While we will know way more about Jesus on this great day, 


we still won't know all of his characteristics.  

Remember, 


name equals character in scripture.

Verse 13 sounds prime for a lion SLIDE

instead of a lamb scene.  

He is wearing a robe dipped in blood. 


That screams Rambo, First Blood to me.  



That is vengeance served on a plate. 

That is also assuming that the blood is his enemies.  

If we hadn't already visited the winepress, 


part of verse 15 would support the slaying of others, 



“He treads the winepress of the fury 




of the wrath of God Almighty.”  SLIDE
But when we heard of “the winepress of the fury of the wrath of God” before 


in chapter 14, 



we realized that it was the cross Jesus was crucified on 




that was the winepress.  


It is a present tense action of treading right now, 



not future tense. 

His white robe is dipped in his own blood.  

Remember, 


Armegeddon has not happened yet, 



so it is already stained coming into the confrontation. SLIDE
As we reach the armies following him in verse 14, 


how does a lamb lead armies you might ask?  

I would invite you to picture the armies Jesus say are following him.  


White horses mean they are powerful and righteous, 



but their fatigues don't match up 




with our image for battle.  SLIDE

Fine linen, 


white and clean 



are not soldiers clothes.  



They are priest's clothes.  

They are the Bride's clothes 


that we were given last week 



“for the righteous acts of the Saints.”  

We are not there to fight, 


we are there to intercede for God 


and proclaim the Goodness of God.  SLIDE
I understand why we could see the sword 


being an instrument of battle.  

Sword swallowers in the circus are impressive.  

But in scripture, 


swords in mouths 



are the word of God.  

The claim of Revelation SLIDE

is that the battle between good and evil 



never happens.  

Or I should say, 


the final battle between good and evil 



never happens.  

There is a great and awful battle that occurs 


with all of the forces of evil conspiring together 



to face down the army of God.  SLIDE
It happened in and around Jerusalem 


in 33 a.d.  

When Jesus went to the cross, 


evil brought its full force, 



politics, religion, 



the people's stubborn hearts 




to bear upon Jesus.  

Awful things were proclaimed, SLIDE

“We have no king but Caesar!”  


“Crucify him!” 


“I never knew him!”  

Awful things were done, 


spitting, 


whipping, 


nailing, 


suffocating,


 and spearing.  

Evil did its worst, 


thought victory was theirs at first.  

The gospels give us hints before resurrection day 


that all may have not gone according to plan.  



The temple curtain being torn in two, 



earthquakes, 



bodies arising from the ground.  

But on resurrection day, 


it is clear that the battle plans failed.  

Jesus is alive.  SLIDE

Satan falls from heaven 



and we have been stuck in those 11 months between D-Day and V-Day 




for close to 2000 years now.

But Jesus is telling his disciples 


that it is okay, 


to keep up hope. 

 The victory has already been won 


and as we sang, 



one little word from Jesus 




makes Satan fall. 

For V-Day, 


we don't need to get our weapons out.  


We need to get our worship clothes on.  

Jesus will simply speak 


and all that stands against Jesus and his Kingdom 



will be gone.  

When the King of Kings and Lord of Lords speak, 


things happen.  
We saw it at creation, 


God spoke and things appeared.  

We see it in Jesus' ministry, 


he speaks and people are healed, 


water is calmed, 


Lazarus comes out.  

So why would he not also be able to speak 


and send the two beasts to the fiery lake of burning sulfur?  

Why would he not be able to speak 


and take back the life from all of those he gave life to 



who stand against him and his kingdom.  

They wanted a life of the lion, 


why would they want a life with a slain lamb?

The slain lamb looks small and weak, 


much like Bruce Lee and Jackie Chan do.  

But there is a power in their ways 


that is way greater than any bouncer 


or false beast can stand up to.  

If only, SLIDE

like Aslan says, 



evil would have “known about a deeper magic.”  

The power of laying down your life.  

Evil could have come to the Marriage feast of the Lamb 


instead of the  Great Supper of God for the birds.  

Which one will you attend?  


I encourage you to try the lamb.  


I would be lying to say the other one was any good!
11 I saw heaven standing open and there before me was a white horse, whose rider is called Faithful and True. With justice he judges and makes war. 12 His eyes are like blazing fire, and on his head are many crowns. He has a name written on him that no one knows but he himself. 13 He is dressed in a robe dipped in blood, and his name is the Word of God. 14 The armies of heaven were following him, riding on white horses and dressed in fine linen, white and clean. 15 Out of his mouth comes a sharp sword with which to strike down the nations. “He will rule them with an iron scepter.” He treads the winepress of the fury of the wrath of God Almighty. 16 On his robe and on his thigh he has this name written: 
king of kings and lord of lords. 
