: TEXAS VETERANS
L~ COMMISSION
Since 1927, our mission is to advocate for
and provide superior service to veterans
that will significantly improve the
quality of life for all Texas veterans,

their families, and survivors.
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Find out what TVC can do for you!
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CONTACT AND FOLLOW US... \

B info@tve.texas.gov

@ www.tvc.texas.gov

’ @texasveterans

f texasveteranscommission

@ txveteranscommission

@ veterans.portal.texas.gov
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Texas Veterans Commission
1700 N. Congress Ave., Suite 800
P.O. Box 12277
Austin, TX 78711-2277
512-463-6564
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Helping Veterans Starts Here
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Texas Veterans Commission (TVC)
Programs

CLAIMS REPRESENTATION AND COUNSELING

« Assists with service connected
= and non-service connected claims
+ Prepares VA appeals
« Files VA pensions and survivors
benefits
» Death and Burial Benefits

VETERANS EDUCATION PROGRAM

« G.I Bill benefits information

+ Administers Hazlewood Tuition
Exemption Act

« Approves programs of study at colleges,
universities and career schools, flight
schools, apprenticeships and on the job
training

« Program Education Coordinators

VETERANS EMPLOYMENT SERVICES

+ Job matching and referrals

« Resume and interview preparation

- Statewide career fairs

« Translate military experience into
civilian skills

- Local network of veteran resources
and referrals

VETERAN ENTREPRENEUR PROGRAM

« Assists veterans with starting a new
business or expanding a current one

+ Assists with business plans and
marketing strategies

+ Directs veterans to funding sources

+ Provides one-on-one business
consultation

We hold ourselves personally and professionally
accounfable to provide superior customer service
to veterans, their families and survivors through our
core values: Professionalism, Integrity, Compassion,
Commitment, and Teamwork

HEALTH CARE ADVOCACY PROGRAM

« Assist veterans in obtaining access to
healthcare services, including @
non-VA healthcare

+ Advocates for veterans in resolving
issues at VA health care facilities

« Insures that veterans understand their
rights and responsibilities

~ FUND FOR VETERANS’ ASSISTANCE

- Awards monetary grants to nonprofit
organizations and units of local
government that directly assist veterans
and their families in the following ways:

- General Assistance

- Housing for Texas Heroes
- Veterans Mental Health

- Veterans Treatment Courts

VETERANS MENTAL HEALTH PROGRAM

» Assists Texas veterans and their family
members in accessing mental health care

» Connects veterans with the Military Veteran @
Peer Network (MVPN)

« Trains clinical mental health providers

- Connects veterans and family members with

community and faith based organizations
- Facilitates justice-involved veteran services

WOMEN VETERANS PROGRAM

Ensures that Texas women veterans have
equitable access to federal and state
veteran's benefits and services é
- Identifies existing women veterans' resources Xf’,
« Collaborates with government and private
agencies to improve/create needed services
« Elevate public awareness of the vital roles

women veterans have played in our national
defense

.







Are you a veteran living

in Texas who needs assistance
accessing your military
benefits and services?

TEXAS

VETERANS
COMMISSION

Advocating for and providing
superior service to improve the
quality of life for all Texas veterans,
their families, and survivors

Are you a military spouse or family
member looking for benefits and services
for you and your family?
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TEXAS VETERANS
COMMISSION
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BENEFITS

® Specialty License Plates

® Parking Placards

® Driver Licenses

e Home Loans

e Land Loans

e Cemeteries

® Free Recording of Discharges

o Military Service Credit

e Veterans’' Employment Preference
e Fishing & Hunting Licenses

¢ Medical Record Obtainment

e State Park Admission

® Property Tax Exemption

CONNECT

@ texas.gov/veterans

’ (@texasveterans

f facebook.com/texasveteranscommission

@ instagram.com/txveteranscommission
3 1-800-252-VETS (8387)




Have you served in the military
and are a Texas resident?

STATE OF
TEXAS
BENEFITS

Benefits and Services
for Veterans, Dependents
and Survivors

Are you interested in accessing the free
services and benefits that the
State of Texas provides?

o
TEXAS VETERANS
COMMISSION




Free Services for Texas
Veterans and their families

CLAIMS
REPRESENTATION
, & COUNSELING

Assisting Veterans and
their Families with Disability
Benefits Since 1927

VA Compensation and
Pension Guidance

Appeals and Burial Benefits
Assistance

TEXAS VETERANS
COMMISSION
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234 567 890 .
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|||' " * More than 90 counselors
located across Texas, accredited by the
U.S. Deparment of Veteran Affairs (VA) to
represent Texas Veterans.

DISABILITY
BENEFITS

* State and Federal Veteran Benefits
® Service-Connected Compensation

®* Non-Service Connected Pension

® Survivor and Dependent Benefits

* VA Disability Claims

® Burial Benefits

CONNECT

P claims@tve.texas.gov
@ tvc.texas.gov/Claims.aspx

W @texasveterans
f facebook.com/texasveteranscommission

@ instagram.com /txveteranscommission

J 1-800-252-VETS (8387)



Are you a female Veteran
seeking assistance?

WOMEN
VETERANS
PROGRAM

Connecting Women Veterans
to Local, State and Federal
Resources

Would you like to
network with other Women
Veterans2
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Would you like to stay informed of
news that affects women
- Veterans?

TEXAS VETERANS
COMMISSION
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BENEFITS
& SERVICES

« Service-Connected
Compensation
« Non-Service Pension

EMPLOYMENT
SERVICES

* Referrals to Veteran Employment
Representatives, Workshops
and Employer Outreach

COMMUNITY
CONNECTIONS

» Stay Informed

CONNECT

info@tvc.texas.gov ¥4
tve.texas.gov/Women-Veterans.aspx @&
facebook.com/tvewomenveteransprogram f
instagram.com/txveteranscommission @
@TVCWomenVets ¥

tve.texas.gov/Women-Veterans-Professional-Network.aspx &



Are you a Veteran that needs

assistance in finding a job?

VETERANS
EMPLOYMENT
PROGRAM

/— Providing Employment Assistance
‘/ and Finding Job Opportunities

for Texas Veterans

Do you need help
navigating the job market?

Do you need help with your resume
or job applications?
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TEXAS VETERANS
COMMISSION



VETERANS
CAREER
RESOURCES

Do you need to
explore new career options?

s it time to update .
your job searching skills¢

Connect with us online and find

out how the Texas Veterans
Commission can help you!

CONNECT

@ tvc.texas.gov/Employment.aspx

’ @texasveterans
.J 1-800-252-VETS
f facebook.com/texasveteranscommission

[l linkedin.com/company/texas-veterans-commission



Need assistance scheduling
your VA appointments2

HEALTH CARE
ADVOCACY
PROGRAM

Assisting veterans and

their families with navigating
Veterans Health Administration
related services

Interested in obtaining
outside referrals for

! ——— health related issues?

Free services to veterans
and their families

TEXAS VETERANS
COMMISSION



EXPERT
ASSISTANCE

* Advocates working in
regional VHA facilities throughout
the state of Texas

HEALTH CARE
ADVOCACY SERVICES

® Doctor appointments

* Healthcare related testing or lab testing
* Pharmacy assistance

* Attaining outside referrals

* VA healthcare related billing
* “Fee Basis” referrals

CONNECT

1-800-252-VETS (8387) J
(@texasveterans W

healthcare@tvc.texas.gov =4
tvc.texas.gov/HCAP.aspx &
facebook.com/texasveteranscommission f
instagram.com/txveteranscommission



Is your organization interested
in grant funding to
serve veterans?

FUND FOR
VETERANS’
ASSISTANCE

Coordinating funding to
support veterans and their
families across Texas

Are you a veteran
seeking assistance in your
local community?

Do you know a veteran who is

looking for assistance?

TEXAS VETERANS

COMMISSION



GRANT
SUPPORTED
SERVICES

e Transportation
* Financial assistance
* Homelessness and housing

* Family services

g

GRANT
PROGRAMS

e General Assistance
e Housing For Texas Heroes
e Veterans Treatment Court
» Veterans Mental Health

CONNECT

512-463-1157 )
1-800-252-VETS (8387) )
@texasveterans w
grants@tvc.texas.gov =

tvc.texas.gov/Fund-for-Veterans-Assistance.aspx @

facebook.com/texasveteranscommission f
instagram.com/txveteranscommission @



Are you looking to
build a business?

VETERAN
ENTREPRENEUR
PROGRAM

Purposing military skills
and training for veteran
business owners

Do you want to
create a competitive
advantage for your business?

i
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Do you want to start
doing what you enjoy?

TEXAS VETERANS

COMMISSION



BUSINESS
RESOURCES

* Mentors

* Funding sources

* Education programs

» Business growth strategies

* Business planning development

ENTREPRENEUR
ACADEMY

e Learn from experienced entrepreneurs
» Leverage your military skills
* Expand your network

CONNECT

1-800-252-VETS (8387) J
@texasveterans ¥
entrepreneur@tvc.texas.gov =4
tvc.texas.gov/Entrepreneur-Program.aspx @&
facebook.com/texasveteranscommission
instagram.com/txveteranscommission




- VETERANS
EDUCATION
PROGRAM

Connecting Texas Veterans
to Higher Education

and Technical Training
Opportunitie

>
TEXAS VETERANS
COMMISSION



FEDERAL
BENEFITS

* Post 9/11 Gl Bill

* Montgomery Gl Bill

» Fry Scholarship

» Veterans Educational
Assistance Program

* On-the-Job Training

CONNECT

PZd education@tve.texas.gov

J 1-800-252-VETS (8387)
W @texasveterans

f facebook.com/texasveteranscommission
@ instagram.com/txveteranscommission

@ tvctexas.gov/Education.aspx



Federal & State of Texas

BURIAL BENEFITS
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FOREWORD

Federal & State of Texas
BURIAL BENEFITS
for Veterans, Dependents & Survivors

The Texas Veterans Commission (TVC) is aware that one of the most difficult
responsibilities a survivor faces after the death of a veteran is completing the
numerous Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) forms for survivor and /or burial
benefits. The TVC can be a source of assistance during this time.

To help ease this burden and to ensure that you have the details of where and
how to get assistance, this brochure outlines some of the basic information you
will need at this time.

Provided inside the back cover of this booklet is list of the TVC Claims
Representation & Counseling Headquarters and District Offices along with «
link to our website for detailed contact information for TVC claims offices and
the Veterans County Service Offices. Please contact them for assistance in filing
a claim for survivor and/or burial benefits or any other veterans’ benefits. You
may call the Veterans HOTLINE at 1-800-252-VETS (8387) for the location and
phone number or visit our website at www.tvc.texas.gov.

"A Sacred Trust: The Story of the
National Cemetery Administration"

The National Cemetery honors veterans with a final resting place and
lasting memorials that commemorate their service to our nation.

This is the inspiring story of the National Cemetery Administration and its
service to our nation's veterans. Through personal interviews with dedicated
NCA representatives, viewers learn of the many benefits available to them
and their families at our nation’s veterans' cemeteries. Through interviews with
family members, viewers experience personal stories of the honorable and
dignified process of their veteran’s burial — from application to interment and
beyond. Stirring photography accompanies informative narration as viewers
gain familiarity with the National Cemetery Administration and its efforts to
provide burial benefits to those who gave so much for their country. To the
National Cemetery Administration, this is more than a mission. It is - “A Sacred
Trust.” Produced by the Employee Education System for the National Cemetery
Administration, you can view this online at www.cem.va.gov/sacred.asp.

Federal & State of Texas Rev. June 2017
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Federal & State of Texas

BURIAL BENEFITS
for Veterans, Dependents & Survivors

Eligibility for
Federal Burial Benefits
Veterans discharged from active duty under conditions other than
dishonorable and service members who die while on active duty, as well
as spouses and dependent children of veterans and active duty service
members may, be eligible for U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs (VA)
burial and memorial benefits. The veteran does not have to pre-decease
a spouse or dependent child for them to be eligible. See VA Headstone
and Markers on page 2 and Burial in VA National Cemeteries on page
10 for information pertaining to spouses, dependent children and active
duty service persons.

With certain exceptions, active duty service beginning after September
7, 1980, as an enlisted person, and after October 16, 1981, as an
officer, must be for a minimum of 24 consecutive months or the full
period of active duty (as in the case of reservists or National Guard
members called to active duty for a limited duration). Eligibility is not
established by active duty for training in the Reserves or National
Guard. Generally, the minimum 24-month service requirements apply to
entitlement to headstones and markers, burial in a National Cemetery
and a Presidential Memorial Certificate.

Burial and memorial benefits are available for Filipino veterans of
World War Il who have been receiving service-connected disability
compensation, or are eligible for non service-connected disability
pension (PL 106-419, Section 332). American Merchant Marines in
oceangoing service during the period of armed conflict, December 7,
1941 to December 31, 1946, who meet general eligibility criteria are
entitled to burial and memorial benefits.

Under Section 2411 of Title 38 of the United States Code, certain
otherwise eligible individuals found to have committed federal or state

Federal & State of Texas Rev. June 2017
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capital crimes are barred from burial or memorialization in a VA National
Cemetery, and from receipt of government furnished headstones,
markers, burial flags and Presidential Memorial Certificates.

Reimbursement

of Burial Expenses
VA will pay a burial allowance up to $2,000 if the veteran's death
is service-connected. In some instances, VA also will pay the cost of
transporting the remains of a service-disabled veteran to the national
cemetery nearest the home of the deceased that has available grave
sites. In such cases, the person who bore the veteran’s burial expenses
may claim reimbursement from VA. There is no time limit for filing
reimbursement claims in service-connected death cases.

VA will pay a $300 burial and funeral expense allowance for veterans
who, at time of death, were entitled to receive pension or compensation
or would have been entitled to compensation but for receipt of military
retirement pay. Eligibility also may be established when death occurs
in a VA facility, a nursing home under VA contract or a state veterans
nursing home. Additional costs of transportation of the remains may be
paid. In non service-connected death cases, claims must be filed within
two years after permanent burial or cremation.

VA will pay up to $749 plot allowance when a veteran is not buried in
a cemetery that is under U.S. government jurisdiction under the following
circumstances:

The veteran was discharged from active duty because of disability
incurred or aggravated in the line of duty; or

The veteran was in receipt of compensation or pension or would have
been except for receiving military retired pay;

The veteran died in a VA facility.

The $749 plot allowance may be paid to the state if a veteran is buried
without charge for the cost of a plot or interment in a state-owned

Federal & State of Texas Rev. June 2017
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cemetery reserved solely for veteran burials. Burial expenses paid by
the deceased’s employer or a state agency will not be reimbursed.

Military

Funeral Honors

Upon request, the Department of Defense (DoD) will provide military

funeral honors consisting of folding and presentation of the United

States flag and the sounding of “Taps.” A funeral honors detail consists

of two or more uniformed members of the armed forces, with a least one
member from the deceased’s branch of service.

Family members should inform their funeral directors if they want military
honors. DoD maintains a toll-free number, 1-877-MILHONR (1-877-645-
4667) for use by funeral directors only to request honors. VA can help
arrange honors for burials at VA national cemeteries. Veterans’ service
organizations or volunteer groups may help provide honors. For more
information, visit www.dmdc.osd.mil /mfh/.

VA Headstones

& Markers

Eligibility: The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) furnishes upon
request, at no charge to the applicant, a Government headstone or
marker for the unmarked grave of any deceased eligible veteran in any
cemetery around the world, regardless of their date of death. VA may
also furnish a headstone or marker for graves marked with a private
headstone or marker, for veterans who died on or after November 1,

1990.

Any deceased veteran discharged under conditions other than
dishonorable and any member of the Armed Forces of the United States
who dies on active duty may be eligible. Service after September 7,
1980 must be for a minimum of 24 months’ continuous active duty or
be completed under special circumstances (e.g., death on active duty).
Persons who have only limited active duty service for training while in
the National Guard or Reserves are not eligible unless there are special
circumstances (e.g., death while on active duty or as a result of training).
Reservists and National Guard members who, at the time of death,
were entitled to retired pay, or would have been entitled, but for being

Federal & State of Texas Rev. June 2017
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under the age of 60 are eligible. Reservists called to active duty other
than training and National Guard members who Federalized and who
serve for the period are called are eligible. Service prior to World
War | require detailed documentation (e.g., muster rolls, extracts from
State files, military or State organization where served, pension or land
warrant, etc.).

Spouses and dependents are not eligible for a Government-furnished
headstone or marker unless they are buried in a national, state veterans’,
or military post/base cemetery. For further details, please visit: www.
cem.va.gov /cem/hmm/eligibility.asp.

Medallion: The Department of Veterans Affairs provides a medallion,
by request, to be affixed to an existing, privately purchased headstone
or marker to signify the deceased’s status as a veteran.

This device is furnished in lieu of a traditional Government headstone
or grave marker for those veterans who served on or after April 6,
1917 and whose grave in a private cemetery is marked with a privately
purchased headstone or marker.

Sizes: The medallion is available in three sizes: Large (6-3/8" W x
4-3/4"H x 1/2" D), Medium (3-3/4" W x 2-7/8"H x 1/4"D) and Small
(2" W x 1-1/2"H x 1/3" D). Each medallion is inscribed with the word
“\VETERAN” across the top and the branch of service at the bottom.

Important: This benefit is only applicable if the grave is marked with
a privately purchased headstone or marker. In these instances, eligible
veterans are entitled to either a traditional Government-furnished
headstone or marker, or the new medallion, but not both. Spouses and
dependents are not eligible for a medallion.

Large Medium Small

Federal & State of Texas Rev. June 2017
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