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Meeting Schedule
13 April 2020
LIBRARY MEETING
CANCELLED
Virtual Meeting at 11:00am
Monday using Zoom - See page 2
11 May 2020
11:00am Regular Meeting
Huntsville Public Library
Main Meeting Room

President’s Report
Compatriots of the Tennessee Valley Chapter of Sons of the American Revolution. It is with a feeling
of humility, privilege, and honor that I begin my year of service to you and this organization as your
President. Thank you for this opportunity to work with such unique individuals as yourselves. As
direct descendants of heroes of the American Revolution we can all work together to further the SAR
mission and objectives.
I want to address the existing issue on all of our minds and that is the Coronavirus (COVID-19)
pandemic. This is an unprecedented event for most of us and perhaps all of us. These are unusual
times and circumstances and certainly unsettling in all functions of our lives. The health concerns are
vast enough, but, for too many, they are accompanied by potential severe economic impacts. I will not
repeat all the issues and recommendations surrounding us each day. But, we will follow the general
recommendations concerning group meetings as disseminated by acknowledged health care and
government authorities. These require the use of common sense decisions and procedures. So, be safe
and observe your own priorities.
I wish to extend my thanks to our Past President Jim Griffith, all the officers and committee chairs/
members that served with him for the excellent job they did during their term of service. Many of
those individuals will continue to serve during this next year and I look forward to that association and
their professional participation.

My objectives for the next year are very simple:
1. Build upon preceding success and foundation. Our Chapter is progressing along a path of
sustained success, and we need to maintain that focus and energy. Stay current with our tasks
and raise issues if they occur.
2. Generate more membership involvement. We acknowledge that we are a volunteer organization,
but our continued success is dependent on member involvement, especially at the committee
level. I want to engage new members as they proceed through the application process and at and
beyond Chapter induction. At every step new members should be reminded that this volunteer
organization operates with member involvement. With all that we do there are numerous
different types of activities with which to get engaged. Part of this involvement issue involves a
social aspect. We need to engage each other at meetings and other events. I know that I
personally do not know the backgrounds of the great majority of Chapter members. We are alive
with personal history in our Chapter and we ought to take advantage of that.
3. Partnership with other patriotic groups. Expand what has been ongoing. There are numerous
other groups with which to partner beginning with DAR and CAR. There are numerous others
in Huntsville and in the state. Partnering with select groups and events just makes sense and by
so doing we further our own objectives.
4. Continue focus on youth and the schools we support. We are involved with numerous schools at
all levels. We need to strengthen that engagement and expand our ongoing programs. We must
consider adequate committee member participation and strength as we do this.
5. Continue the PR program to educate others about SAR and our Chapter. This activity is critical
to spreading the word about SAR in general and our Chapter in particular. This past year was
particularly active with PR activities – that needs to continue.
6. Support more at State and National: Mission, Goals, and Objectives. I’ve selected just one item
to highlight here and that is the mission of our National organization. Read it carefully and
several times.

Continued on page 2
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Minutes of previous meetings can now be found at: https://www.tvcsar.org/monthly-meeting-minutes.html
Continued from page 1
NSSAR Mission Statement:
The Objects of this Society are declared to be patriotic, historical,
and educational; to unite and promote fellowship among the
descendants of those who sacrificed to achieve the independence of
the American people, to inspire them and the community-at-large
with a more profound reverence to the principles of the
government founded by our forefathers, to foster true patriotism,
to maintain and extend the institutions of American freedom.
7. Continuity of Chapter Operations and Services. We need to
do three things here: develop standard operating procedures
(SOP) at the officer and committee level; strengthen our
committees with more members at least one of whom is a
backup to the committee chair; and get better engaged with
our Chapter historical archives endeavors. Ensuring that we
can continue to operate and support all the other
organizations that we have historically, means we need to
establish recorded procedures and have adequate member
involvement to maintain our momentum.
TVCSAR is one of the largest and most active chapters in
Alabama and it is because of the Chapter leadership over the years
that has made that so. We should continue that important legacy.
Thank you for this opportunity and at all times please know that I
am honored to be a part of this organization, honored to call you
Compatriots, and honored to be an American descended from the
ones who fought for the freedoms that we now enjoy! I look
forward to serving with each and every one of you.
What a great SAR Chapter! I am proud to be a member of our
Chapter.

Ray Livingston
IMPORTANT NOTICE
The Chapter is planning to hold a “virtual meeting” this
coming Monday using “Zoom”. It will be held at the
regular time, 11:00am. I’ll send out a meeting notice with
the Zoom link this weekend. We have been trying it out and
it seems to work fine. Go to zoom.us to setup an account.
I’m a Mac user so I downloaded the Zoom app for my
computer. You can also use a mobile version with either an
Android or an iPhone. I haven’t tried it on Windows so I’m
not sure how it works there. Some browsers let you join a
meeting through their browser but with a Mac and Safari,
you need to get the app for your computer.

Jamie Stanley

Lewellen Jones

Our latest George Washington Endowment Fund
(GWEF) Fellow, Sarah Curtis, is shown with
Chapter President Jim Griffith and her husband
Don Wolfe. Don is also a GWEF Fellow. Many
thanks to Sarah and all the GWEF Fellows!

Upcoming Events
13 April 2020 - Regular Meeting, 11:00am, Huntsville
Public Library. MEETING AT THE LIBRARY
CANCELED - VIRTUAL ONLINE MEETING
PLANNED USING ZOOM
11 May 2020 - Regular Meeting, 11:00am, Huntsville
Public Library. Watch your email as we get closer to the
date for information on whether or not we are able to
have this meeting. Currently the Library is closed until
further notice and we are under a “Stay at Home” order
by the Governor).
8 June 2020 - Regular Meeting, 11:00am, Huntsville
Public Library.
6 July 2020 - Regular Meeting, 11:00am, Huntsville
Public Library. Note that this meeting is being one week
earlier than normal due to the National Society Congress
being held 11-15 July in Richmond
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At the February meeting, JROTC
Chairman Ray Livingston presented the
Chapter Outstanding JROTC Cadet
award to Cadet Meredith Comacho

Alabama Society State Convention 2020
Below are some pictures from the Alabama Society State Convention held on the
weekend of February 22. Immediately below, outgoing President Edmon
McKinley places the State President neck ribbon State President David Jones.
Our chapter looks forward to working with President Jones. Immediately to the
right Jim Griffith receives the State Distinguished Service Medal from President
McKinley for his outstanding support to President McKinley during his term of
office. Below left Jim Griffith accepts the certificate for the winner of the State
Poster Contest Brady Stiles. Brady was unable to attend the convention due to
illness. Bottom right, Bob Anderson accepts the Patriot Medal from President
McKinley for his outstanding support of the State Society.

Photo by Jim Maples
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Chapter members (left to right)
Jess Brown, Jim Griffith,
Randal Jennings, Smoky
Ferguson, Jim Maples, Mark
Hubbs, Don Wolfe, Ray
Cassell, Skeet Vaughan, and
Bob Anderson are shown in
front of the “Liberty Tree”.

Dedication of Historic Trees at The American Village
On February 17th The American Village held their 20th Anniversary Celebration. The Tennessee Valley Chapter and the
Alabama Brigade, Descendants of Washington’s Army at Valley Forge (DVF) dedicated two historic trees. The tree above is
a graft from the last standing liberty tree which stood on the St. Johns College campus in Annapolis, Maryland. The tree was
donated by DVF member Dr. Scott Reynolds. Also dedicated was a George Washington Sycamore from Mount Vernon.

Photo Courtesy of Aaron Davies

Jim Maples
1501 Elmwood Dr.
Huntsville, AL 35801
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