In the Name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
Grace and Peace to you from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ and may our Lord and Savior sanctify you in the truth, for His word is truth. Amen

St. John, Apostle and Evangelist (Christmas 2016)
The Cleansing Blood of Christ
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“This is the message we have heard from him and proclaim to you, that God is light, and in him is no darkness at all. If we say we have fellowship with him while we walk in darkness, we lie and do not practice the truth. But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us from all sin. If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. If we say we have not sinned, we make him a liar, and his word is not in us. My little children, I am writing these things to you so that you may not sin. But if anyone does sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous. He is the propitiation for our sins, and not for ours only but also for the sins of the whole world.” (1 John 1:5–2:2, ESV) 

St. Paul reminds us, “you are all sons of God, through faith. For as many of you as were baptized into Christ have put on Christ.” (Galatians 3:26–27, ESV) This is the teaching of the Christian Church, that all through faith in Jesus Christ have the forgiveness of sins. However, there are some who believe and teach that having received forgiveness of sins through faith in Jesus Christ, they never again need to seek forgiveness because they believe that once they have received the gift of faith they are freed from sinning; in faith they live sin-free lives. They believe that as Christians they are sinless, perfect, and holy in thought, word, and deed. Furthermore, they insist their belief isn’t based on wishful thinking, but upon the very Word of God. Supporting their belief, they quote passages from this very Epistle, quoting: “No one who abides in him keeps on sinning,” and “No one born of God makes a practice of sinning.” (1 John 3:6, 9, ESV) then they say, “There, you see! That proves it. A Christian no longer commits sin. If a Christian commits sin, they cease to be a Christian.”
In view of the fact that certain people hold this view, let us this morning in preparation for receiving Holy Communion, examine the God’s Word which speaks of The Cleansing Blood of Christ.
Over against all the claims of Christians who believe they can live a holy, sinless, and perfect life, we have the words of our text for today which state specifically: “If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.” (v.8) Therefore, St. John says, the claim of sinlessness on the part of Christians is based on sheer ignorance. In fact, it is self-deception to make such a claim. St. John says, “we deceive ourselves,” and the truth is we know better. Our very consciences accuse us of sin. If we look at our lives on any given day, our experience tells us that we have sinned. Luther in his Christian Questions says to a person who denies their sin: “To such a person no better advice can be given than this: first, he should touch his body to see if he still has flesh and blood … Second, he should look around to see whether he is still in the world, and remember that there will be no lack of sin and trouble, … and Third, he will certainly have the devil also around him, who with his lying and murdering day and night will let him have no peace, within or without.” (Luther’s Small Catechism)
In addition to self-deception, St. John points out that the person who denies his sinfulness is ignorant of Scripture, of God’s Word. In many texts the Bible points out that all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God. Scripture reminds us; “We have all become like one who is unclean, and all our righteous deeds are like a polluted garment.” (Isaiah 64:6, ESV) and again, “For out of the heart come evil thoughts, murder, adultery, sexual immorality, theft, false witness, slander.” (Matthew 15:19, ESV) and again, “Surely there is not a righteous man on earth who does good and never sins.” (Ecclesiastes 7:20, ESV) To deny all this evidence of Holy Scripture is both ignorant and foolish.

Furthermore, a person who denies their own sinfulness makes God a liar (v. 10). They oppose God’s testimony in their own heart and conscience. The truth is not in them, and the Word of God has not taken root in their heart.

But how about those texts of St. John taken from this Epistle which state that a Christian commits no sin? Does the Bible contradict itself? Does St. John state in one place that if we say we have no sin, we are liars and in the other that if we are Christians, we do not commit sin? The solution to this apparent paradox is in our text. First, let us note that we do not achieve perfection in living a holy life by opposing our own conscience, God’s Word, and our own experience by claiming a perfection which we do not possess. As far as we are concerned, we are lost and condemned sinners living under the wrath of God. But now note what God tells us about living the holy life in our text:

He says, “If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.” (v. 9) Here is the key to the problem of holiness. It is achieved, not by denying sin, but by confessing it and asking God for forgiveness, assured of His forgiveness because of what His Son did to achieve God’s forgiveness for us. Holiness and perfection is not achieved by looking upon ourselves, but only upon Jesus Christ, the Savior of mankind, clinging to His selfless, atoning-sacrifice upon the Altar of the Cross, where He shed His blood that we might be cleansed from all sin. Therefore, it is not that we are freed from sin by our faith, but only by The Cleansing Blood of Christ. Furthermore, forgiveness is not achieved by denying our sin but by confessing it and asking God for His forgiveness won for us by the blood of His holy and sinless Son, Jesus Christ. This is why St. John reminds us, “If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.”
Cleansed from sin by the blood of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, we become perfect before God and this my brothers and sisters in Christ is all that matters.

Furthermore, cleansing us from all unrighteousness and forgiving our sins is a continuous act of God. We sin much daily and indeed deserve nothing but God’s punishment. Therefore, daily we need to have our sins forgiven. Daily we need cleansing from unrighteousness. When Luther posted his Ninety-Five Theses on the Castle Church door at Wittenberg, he emphasized one continuous point: “When our Lord and Master Jesus Christ said, “Repent” [Matt. 4:17], he willed the entire life of believers to be one of repentance.” That is, a continual repentance, a continual acknowledgement of sins, and a continual fleeing to Christ for forgiveness.

We are reminded in Luther’s Small Catechism that living the baptized life is living a life of daily repentance and contrition. Therefore, my friends and fellow sinners, you see how you can be holy and perfect; not by denying your sin but by coming before God and asking Him in the name of Jesus to cleanse you from your sins. This you are to do often, as long as you live. You can never hear the Gospel for the forgiveness of sins too often, nor can you ever receive Holy Communion too much. You can never receive the assurance that your sins have been washed away in the blood of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, too often, because quite simply, you are in daily need of the forgiveness of your sins.
As I said earlier, your lives should be a life of daily repentance; therefore, as you humbly confess your sins during your evening prayers, ask God that He would pour out His grace and mercy upon you for Jesus’ sake, that you may receive and be robed in the perfection which is Christ’s and never your own. That although your sins are like scarlet, they shall become white as snow, cleansed in the blood of Christ.

Then having received forgiveness of your sins through The Cleansing Blood of Christ, you may say with St. Paul, “Not that I have already obtained this or am already perfect, but I press on to make it my own, because Christ Jesus has made me his own.” (Philippians 3:12, ESV) Amen.
May the Peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus. Amen.
