Parishes of Dromara and Drumgooland

Fr Peter McNeill Tel: 028 4065 0207 Emergency Tel: 07969 403762
Email: dromaradrumgooland@dromorediocese.org Web: www.dromaradgooland.org

Live Streaming of Masses https://www.youtube.com/ channel/UCITLO]1tek5IHBTdkMR6ptw

Palm Sunday of the Lord’s Passion

29'" March 2026
Weekday Masses Collections Dromara Drumgooland
Parish £548 £864

Mon 9am Leitrim 7:30pm Dechomet
Tues 9am Dromara
Wed 7:30pm Leitrim

Confessions
Mon 30t 6:45-7:15pm Dechomet
Tues 31st  6:45-7:15pm Dromara
Wed 1st  6:45-7:15pm Leitrim
Sat 4th 10-10:30am Gargory

Holy Week Ceremonies
Holy Thursday Chrism Mass 10:30am
Newry Cathedral. All are welcome to attend

Evening Mass of the Lord’s Supper
6pm Dromara 8pm Leitrim

Good Friday Stations of the Cross 3pm in
Dechomet Leitrim  Dromara

Evening Service of the Passion
and Unveiling of the Cross
6pm Dromara  8pm Gargory

Holy Saturday Easter Vigil
9pm Leitrim

Easter Sunday
9am Gargory  10am Leitrim
11lam Dromara 12noon Dechomet

Holy Water will be blessed on
Holy Saturday and Easter Sunday.
Please bring along empty bottles as no bottles
have been supplied this year.

Altar Servers there will be a practice 15 mins
before the services during Holy Week,
please try to be there on time.

There will be no mass Easter Mon, Tues nor Wed

St Mary’s Choir Dechomet
There will be a short rehearsal following
6pm Mass this evening. This is in preparation
for Easter Sunday Mass.
Parishioners wishing to sing are always
welcome to join St Mary’s Choir

Thank you for your continued contributions

The new boxes of collection envelopes are
currently being distributed. Any person who
previously had not had a box and would like

to contribute, please let us know.

If any person would prefer to pay by
standing order, please email the parish
(address on the top of the bulletin).

This year’s box contains a Gift Aid renewal card.
The parishes must keep an updated record
of those who have signed Gift Aid forms to
verify that they are paying tax and the addresses
are correct. If you are a taxpayer, please sign
the card and return it (in an envelope) to the
collection basket over the next few weeks.

If you are not a taxpayer, please mark the card
N/ A or put an X on the card and return it,
this helps our records.

Please return Trécaire boxes and
envelopes from 11th/12th April onwards.
If you wish to make your contribution by cheque,
please make it payable to Parish of Dromara
or Parish of Drumgooland

Cost of the Leitrim Cemetery work £39,138

ANNIVERSARIES
Dechomet
Sat 28th Stephen McElroy
Mon 30th Mary & Henry O’'Hare &
Deceased Family Members
Leitrim
Sat 28th Maura Murphy
James Gerard Kelly (Backaderry)
Kathleen Cunningham
Patrick Hugh Morgan (Derryneil)

Wed 1st Mickey & Christopher Malone
Sun 5t 10am Chris Owens MM
Gerry Trainor MM

Gargory
Sun 29th Marie McEvoy

Dromara
Sun 5th Peter Joe O'Hare MM
Arthur Gilmore
Paddy & Eileen Dillon
Stephen O’Hare (Finnis)
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PALM SUNDAY OF THE LORD'S PASSIOM

Sunday-ﬂg/fwMessage

THE WORD
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SAY

“Lord, by your cross and
resurrection you have set me free.
You are the saviour of the world.”

THE TRIUMPH
OF GOOD

MATTHEW 26:14-2T:66

The passlon and death of Chrlst ks proaf of
Eod's love farue

Teday we listen to cne of the great passion narratives. In the course of the passion, Jesus
canfrants all manner of sin - betrayal, desertion, violence, lies, abuse of power, cruelty. And he
takes away this sin precisely by his obedience and his love. |t is the triumph of lowve aver evil,

J2EUS ended up on & cross because of the kind
of Iife he Ived It's how we are calked W llve

In his Dgok Lat Uis Dream, Pope Francls writes about 9ood and bad spirits. The battle between
tha volces of good and evll I real, he says. Oplnion writsrs and the sophisticated may be Incined
to gnesr at these ok fashioned concepts, but the forces of darkness are genulne ard powerful,
Wie need only kool at the genockde In Gaza and the war In Ukralne for proot of evil &t work,

J2gLs digmt ol for & nebulous mass
called humanity. He died for 2ach one of us
Incihvidualy

Think of those who suffer violence at the hands of & partner, or the explofaton of migrants by
greedy people tratfickers, or drug barons whose Ives of lusury ane bulk on the broken lves of
thaes on whom they pLsh Brugs, or raclsts stoiing hate onilne and on the streets. Think of how
WOMEn and minority groups continue to be discriminated gainst In many places throughout the
worid. Evil Is happening. Evil exists. Evll |5 3 thing. Holy Week s an annual reminder that the farces
of darkness ara stll very strong, and that for countiess people every day |5 along Good Friday.

PRAY

Pray far those whio have suffered becalss of
thelr commiimesnt to Justics, truth and [oee.
Thank Gad for them.

Evll @xl5ts but 50 also does good. And 6o much good |8 being doneg; 8 superaoundance of
goooness has besn poured cut In response o the suftering In Gaza, Ukraing, Swudan and
glsewhere. Think of the way people help a famiy member or nalghbour In distress, or care for a
lved one broken by Iness or oid age, or put themselwes out In the cause of Justice and right

Thene &re Many ways you Can returm 1o
Matthew's accourt of the Passion this wesk.
Reading It medttativaly and unhurriedry might be
the bestway ta 02 it Or you might ask yourselr
hiow you would have performed If you had been
are of the characters In the crucfxkon drama,
12wl b2 pratty easy to 5eS yourself as one of
the good characters such as PIate's wife or the
cankurion. But now would you rate a6 a Peter?
& Jurdas? & high priest? Wihere would you have
s5pod on that fateful day when JesUs was trieg
and crucHled? Where 00 you stand today?

The wonderful truth about this week Is that we Christlans journey through | knowing that good
and Ight and hoge have trlumphed over evll and darkness and despalr, and we are people of
goooness and light and hape.

Whenaver people of falth declde to confront el &t Its source, and do &0 with Inner freedom,
JESUE |5 Once mare entering Jemusalem, 5ays thesloglan Michel de Verteull. We stand in
solidartty with all who sufrer. B

REFLECT

ne of my Tavourtte pleces of music

Is the THumghal March In Gluseppe

‘vendl's 1671 opera, Alda, where
Radameag |eads the Egyptlan army on
tts return faliowing thelr victory aver the
Ethloplans. The elaborate parade, fezturing
&0ldlers and dancers, 1§ noted for ks
powerful orchestration and tts use of brass
Instruments, especialy rumpsts. [ts no
sLrprise [ts ass0Ciation With wictory makes
this plece of classical muslc a popular
cholce for sporting evenits, gradusticn
ceremanies and national celebrations
throughout the ward.

It's hard t2 Imagine & greater contrast
between Verdls Triumphal March and
Jesug' entry Inta Jerusalem on Passlon
{Palm] Sunday. The crowds cheer Jesus as
they do Radames, But there are no rumpets
and marching bands 1o kead Jesus Imto

the city, no ostentatiows display of wealth,
Qrandeur or power.

Instead, JeEUs enters Jerusalem ona
Bonkey. In chaosing this mast humisle form
of transport, Jesus Is making a delberats
statement. He |6 Identiying with the poar,
tne lowly, the abject outeast. He Is standing
alongslde the suttering and forgotten. He
is challenging the religlous and political
authorities wia lord It cwer people. it has
been the conelstient message of JesuUs'
public ministry. He chese the slck over

tne nealthy. the weak over the powarful,
the poor owver the rich, sinners over the
pious. He washed feet. He emptiad himsat,
takng the farm of a servant. It was a radlcal
reversal of the world's way of seeing things.

We don'tneed to be news Junkles ta know
tnat we IIve In a cut-throat, grotesquely

unequal warld; a Darwinlan Jungie that
champiens rugged individuallsm, survival
of the fittest, vaulting ambltion; a ‘me first
battiefald with Iittie raom for Idealism,
solldartty or tenderness. To get on In life,
one must b= aggresshe, uncompromising,
driven. To be SUCCEESTUL one MLt be
salfish, arrogant, rutiless.

Humillty |6 the opposie of ‘me first’ Its
the abillty to stand In anothar's shoas:

to conslder experienceas that are not our
oW, o revolve gur actlons around othars
ratner than ourselves. It Is being least, being
sarvant, being ltte, being grateful Christlan
amibiion |5 the opposite of woridly ambition.

We don't nawe to sall our car and DUj‘ =]
donkey to Tollow the example of Jesus. We
Just need to put God and our nelghbour
before narraw self-interect.



