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[bookmark: _Hlk191395563]“Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.” (2 Corinthians 1:2, NRSVUE) (2) Amen.
Good morning and welcome to Lent everyone! Now, whether you realize it or not, we all started out on this very same 40-day journey together. That is no matter if we were gathered here in this very space, or if we were gathered in other spaces, or if we were at home, or even if we were out running errands this past Wednesday. Together we have moved on from the day that many of us received ashes on our foreheads and heard the very real yet unnerving words, “Remember that you are dust, and to dust you shall return.” (Ecclesiastes 3:20) (2). Now, we have embraced the invitation to enter into and follow the ancient disciplines of Lent through almsgiving, prayer, and fasting. In doing so we continue on in these 40-days with our deliberate and focused mindset by being purposeful while honoring and glorifying God. 
Then, of course we hit today, and we realize that we are right there and in the thick of things with Jesus out in the wilderness. We are facing the very same temptations he faced from the devil. We are entering further into this Lenten journey learning more about ourselves, and about the very Triune God who created us and loves us.
So… What do we do? Do we cower in the face of temptation and adversity? Do we forget who and whose we are? Do we allow ourselves to slip into the very dark spaces we have no desire to be in? Do we fall in defeat because we try and act on our own accord and through our own will? OR…. Do we face the devil with conviction and courage? Do we remember that God has wonderfully and magnificently created each and every single one of us? Do we remain in the light and out front of things? Do we allow for our Triune God to be by our side and for the angels to come pick us up and be with us?
Alright, I know I hit you with a lot there. I am going to let you sit with all of that for a brief moment as we honor Lent while pausing and reflecting here…………. Now, I am going to invite you to hear those very same questions again with a different mindset, because we are all prepared this time, and it will not just be the initial barrage that I just hit you with. So, now that we realize we are in the thick of things right there with Jesus out in the wilderness facing the very same temptations he faced from the devil. … What do we do? Do we cower in the face of temptation and adversity? Do we forget who and whose we are? Do we allow ourselves to slip into the very dark spaces we have no desire to be in? Do we fall in defeat because we try and act on our own accord and through our own will? OR…. Do we face the devil with conviction and courage? Do we remember that God has wonderfully and magnificently created each and every single one of us? Do we remain in the light and out front of things? Do we allow for our Triune God to be by our side and for the angels to come pick us up and be with us? I think you all would agree that those questions do indeed hit differently a second time through. They are much more intentional, and they are much heavier, but they serve the very comparative and altering mindset that they were intended to do. 
Whether you all realize it or not, we actually enter into and get to hear a version of this story every single year as we start out Lent on this first Sunday. Each year we get a different version from one of the Synoptic Gospels. That is why this might sound so familiar yet again this morning. That is why the picture on the front cover of the bulletin might look so familiar as well. Let’s make no mistake here, no matter which version we hear this story in every year, we come to realize the very same thing. Jesus was intentionally led into the wilderness by the Spirit, and he did not wander there as if he were lost, or go out there on his own accord. Jesus goes in weak and comes out stronger, but not by his own volition or control either, but through God’s Word, and let alone with the angels who are there to wait on him at the very end as well.
Now, let me pose a new set of questions for us. Yes, I am giving you some warning this time, and I hope to ready your minds and hearts here. So… Do we enter into Lent each year as the same person that we were last year, or are we different? Do we go through Lent and get beat up and worn down by it, or do we come out a different and stronger person as a result of it? Do we actually look at Lent as an opportunity to grow and change, or do we look at Lent as some kind of burden? The season of Lent, this time set aside for pause and reflection, is definitely what we make of it. However, we need to be intentional with our efforts, and we definitely need not try and do it on our own. We have this community here to support and be with us, and we have a God who is more than willing to stand alongside of us and show us the way. So, we need to choose wisely, and also submit to the one who created us more intentionally as we come to the realization that asking God for help is completely normal, and God loves and desires that of all of us.
Alright, I know that I have hit you up with a lot to think about. It is almost like I was giving you some kind of homework or something before Snowmageddon strikes. However, this time for intentional pause and reflection is important, and we come to realize that talking about it and experiencing it together is important. So, this is my last set of questions here I swear. This is how we are going to close things off together in our study together here this morning as I hope to flip your and my mindset just a little bit. I am also glad that when I thought about this that various commentary writers actually backed it up, and it is a very important mental shift indeed. So, I invite us all to it. “Rather than asking, “How do we resist temptation like Jesus?” we might ask, “What kind of Messiah is revealed here, and what kind of people are we being formed to become?”” (4) I know that was something different there for all of us. Let me repeat that so we all can take that in together one more time. “Rather than asking, “How do we resist temptation like Jesus?” we might ask, “What kind of Messiah is revealed here, and what kind of people are we being formed to become?”” (4)
I know it is rather easy to focus on Satan here and all of the temptations. I know that it is rather easy to think that when we get hit with stuff that we should just be able to quote scripture and work our way out of every situation just like Jesus did. I know that we all have trouble surrendering at times, and want to be more independent than dependent. We can be misguided by our focus, thoughts, and actions each and every single day. However, that is not who God is calling us to be, and that is not what God is calling us into. The Messiah that is revealed here is not one who relies on himself. The Messiah that is revealed here is not trying to be all high and mighty. The Messiah that is revealed here is not trying to be controlling or demanding. The Messiah that is revealed here is one who is faithful. The Messiah that is revealed here is trusting. The Messiah that is revealed here is obedient to the one who called and named him in the first place. That is precisely what we are all called to as well. We need to listen to that very first invitation time and time again. We need to trust in the Lord our God every single moment of every single day. We need to be faithful to the one that created us and breathed life into us in the first place. More importantly we need to follow Jesus’ example and not go at anything alone. We need to support and help one another precisely as our Triune God intended. We need to give ourselves and each other Grace time and time again, just like our Triune God offers. We need to live fully into Lent and our life here and now, because our Triune God has made no mistakes and this is our moment…. Together!
Amen.

Matthew 4:1–11
     Jesus experiences anew the temptations that Israel faced in the wilderness. As 
     the Son of God, he endures the testing of the evil one.

     1 Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tested by the devil. 2 He 
     fasted forty days and forty nights, and afterward he was famished. 3 The tempter
     came and said to him, “If you are the Son of God, command these stones to 
     become loaves of bread.” 4 But he answered, “It is written,
      ‘One does not live by bread alone,
       but by every word that comes from the mouth of God.’ ”
     5 Then the devil took him to the holy city and placed him on the pinnacle of the 
     temple, 6 saying to him, “If you are the Son of God, throw yourself down, for it is 
     written,
      ‘He will command his angels concerning you,’
       and ‘On their hands they will bear you up,
      so that you will not dash your foot against a stone.’ ”
     7 Jesus said to him, “Again it is written, ‘Do not put the Lord your God to the 
            test.’ ”
     8 Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain and showed him all the 
     kingdoms of the world and their glory, 9 and he said to him, “All these I will give 
     you, if you will fall down and worship me.” 10 Then Jesus said to him, “Away with 
     you, Satan! for it is written,
      ‘Worship the Lord your God,
       and serve only him.’ ”
     11 Then the devil left him, and suddenly angels came and waited on him.
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