From: Scott [mailto:nittanylion96@hotmail.com] 
Sent: Thursday, May 14, 2015 2:01 AM
To: Dan Hoelke; Eric A. Drossner; Paul S. Rovner; Scott
Subject: MBBC XIX Odds
 
After enduring the longest wait between MBBC's from 2013 until 2014, the wait for the 2015 tournament has been a relative blink of an eye (although it didn't always feel that way), as the tournament returned to its natural place in mid-May.  There has been the usual amount of hype and chatter, although the players have already been caught looking ahead to the 20th installment of the MBBC, with it all but being confirmed that Las Vegas has won the bid to host.  While excitement for MBBC XIX has been at its normal high, preparation has been severely lacking.  Scott Woods' clubs only came out of their travel bag from last year's tournament last week, so that he could go hit a bucket of balls.  Paul Rovner has hit the range a number of times, but has only played once.  Dan Hoelke has played two rounds.  Eric Drossner has played several rounds.  Collectively, there have been only two warm-up round birdies.  There is an intriguing wrinkle to this year's tournament, although some are doubting the significance of that wrinkle.  The players have agreed to arrive in Myrtle Beach as early as possible on the opening day with the intention of playing 36 holes on Day 1.  They will play 36 more on Day 2, before taking a "break" on Day 3 by only playing 18 holes.  36 more holes on Day 4, followed by the traditional 18 holes on the final day before heading home.  The change in schedule creates an interesting dilemma as to when the group will have it's one night out on the trip.  Traditionally, that is night 1, but that appears to be unlikely.  There has been talk of the group going out on more than one night, but we have heard that kind of talk before.  The schedule is once again an impressive collection of the best of the best in Myrtle Beach: Wachesaw Private Course, Wachesaw East, Barefoot Fazio, Barefoot Love, International World Tour, True Blue, Caledonia and Grande Dunes.  In an obvious effort to be selected as the host hotel for MBBC XX, the Excalibur Hotel and Casino has obtained the exclusive rights to the odds for the 2015 MBBC.  As part of this year's "Odds to Win" section, the oddsmakers have compared each player to a current PGA player.

Odds to Win

Eric Drossner: 1-10

Other than a significant injury, it appears unlikely that Eric Drossner would NOT be a heavy favorite to win the title any time in the near future.  He is, simply put, the best player in the MBBC world.  A recent stat shows that Drossner has made 43 birdies over the last seven years for an average of more than 6 per tournament.  The next highest total is 30.  Drossner doesn't just win.  He dominates.  There is nothing to suggest that 2015 will be any different.  While it's not saying much, Drossner is the most prepared heading into the tournament.  He has played a few times and will actually play a round the day before the MBBC, which is believed to be the first time that any player has played the day before.  He did manage to make a birdie, despite claims that his driver has been shaky.  Always looking to improve his game. Drossner has taken a few lessons to tweak different parts of his game.  An improved Drossner has to be a scarey proposition to the rest of the group.  The obvious PGA comparison is Rory McIlroy.  Like McIlroy, Drossner is the best player and can never be counted out.  He's won wire-to-wire and has also come from behind.  Another title would come as no surprise.

Dan Hoelke: 5-1

Some might have expected a comparison to John Daly given Hoelke's recent preference for drinking on the course, but there is more to Hoelke's game.  The comparison has been made many times before, but there can be no doubt that Dan Hoelke is the Tiger Woods of the MBBC.  He dominated for many years until a knee injury forced him to miss the 2007.  Hoelke has not been the same since, failing to reach his pre-injury form.  As with Tiger, fans have been waiting for Hoelke's return to form.  For the first time in several years, Hoelke's camp sounds cautiously optimistic about his chances.  There seems to be little basis for Hoelke's optimism.  He has played only two warm-up rounds, but managed to find a birdie during one of those rounds.  Even defending champion Eric Drossner has suggested that Hoelke is one to watch in this year's tournament.  Perhaps a simple change in his mindset will allow Hoelke to recapture his old glory.  As is said just every year, Hoelke must get off to good start in order to have a chance.   

Scott Woods: 10-1

Many would think that the obvious PGA player comparison for Woods might be a player like Phil Mickelson or Jim Furyk, older players who are generally in contention for major titles.  However, Woods' recent history suggests an even better comparison, Sergio Garcia.  Like Garcia, Woods has had success in the past and managed to win a few titles.  Like Garcia, Woods is almost always in contention.  However, Woods' inability to close out a title (some would suggest choking it away) and knack for finishing as a runner-up is what makes he and Garcia so similar.  For the first time in MANY years, Woods is very much downplaying his chances of winning the title.  In years past, he has always been very confident, but this year he is more pessimistic then oddsmakers can recall.  He has played 0 rounds of competitive golf since walking off the 18th green at Barefoot Love in September, 2014.  He hit a single bucket of balls just a week before the MBBC and actually stopped a little more than half-way through the bucket.  He has been more distracted then ever before.  About the only thing he's done to try to help his game is change the grip on his putter, but he didn't even bother to test the new grip and likely won't do so until the practice green on opening day, if not until the first green.  Despite his complete lack of preparation, there is little doubt that Woods will contend, but like Garcia, the oddsmakers believe there's little chance that Woods can close the deal.

Paul Rovner: 35-1

Things have been relatively quiet in the Rovner camp... perhaps too quiet.  His pre-tournament routine has been fairly typical; numerous trips to the driving range and a single round of golf.  Rovner did not birdie during his warm-up round and reports from his camp are the same as in years past; he continues to strike it well at the range, but struggle on the course.  In general, Rovner's chances of winning look pretty bleak, as they generally do for his PGA player counterpart, Rocco Mediate.  Mediate is an older player on the tour, who is not physically imposing and does not drive the ball very far.  He also rarely contends.  However, Mediate is best known for his gritty, David-esque battle with Tiger Woods at the 2008 U.S. Open.  Similarly, Rovner, who in many years has not really been in contention, is perhaps best known for his 2012 title run, when he went toe-to-toe with the best of the group and won the title with an impressive, never-say-die performance.  Some might interpret Rovner's relative silence in the build-up to the MBBC as a lack of confidence.  But another interpretation could be the Rovner is preparing for another Rocky-like title run.  For this reason, many consider Rovner to be this year's darkhorse.                      

Over/Under - Hole on which the first birdie will be made
7.5

This is the sixth year that this bet has been offered.  The under is 4-1 and has been the winner the last 4 years after narrowly missing the first year the bet was offered.  For the second straight year, the MBBC will open at a completely new and unknown venue.  Eric Drossner has used his connections to get the group on the Wachesaw Plantation private course.  Very little is known about the course, other then it is a Tom Fazio design.  The players are big fans of the Fazio course at Barefoot, so if this course is even remotely similar, the group could have some success.  Other factors to consider include the group's overall lack of preparation, and the fact that all of the players will likely be waking much earlier than they normally do on opening day.  

Over/Under - Total birdies by the foursome in the opening round
2.5

An opening round barrage seems unlikely given all of the factors working against the group.

Over/Under - Total birdies by the foursome on Day 1
5.5 

The members of the MBBC have continued to show their willingness to break from traditions by agreeing to play 2 rounds on Day 1 in an effort to break up the normal 3 consecutive days of 36 holes that have become a grind as the players have older.  There are two completely opposite theories as to how this new dynamic will play out.  One theory offered is that the players generally play well on opening day as they are excited to be in Myrtle Beach and feed off the adrenaline.  Therefore, another round of golf on opening day should feature more good play and more birdies.  The opposing view is that playing 36 holes is a horrible idea and that the second round is going to be nightmare since the players will be waking as early as 2:30 a.m. to begin their journey to Myrtle Beach.  Many believe the adrenaline will fade after the first round and the second round will nothing more then a death march to sunset...

Will the group birdie all 8 courses played?

YES      -175
NO      +200

After having a record run of 38 straight courses birdied broken in 2013 at Grande Dunes, the group has built up a new streak of 14 straight courses and seems to have regained the swagger it once had.  The schedule change is certainly a factor, and there seem to be at least 3 courses on the schedule that could shutout the group, Wachesaw East, International World Tour and Grande Dunes.

Will the group see Arika?

YES    -110
NO    -110

Without any inside information, the oddsmakers have made this a 50/50 proposition.  For several years, there have been serious doubts about whether the group's favorite bartender would still be there, and each year they have managed to find her.  Presumably, the run has to end at some point.

Individual Player Over/Unders

Eric Drossner - 6.5
Dan Hoelke - 4.5
Scott Woods - 3.5
Paul Rovner - 1.5

The over/unders are noticeably low than in past years with each player's total approximately 1 point lower.  Clearly, oddsmakers are unimpressed with the groups' collective lack of preparation and are expecting fewer birdies.

Group Over/Under
15.5

The MBBC has been held in May with minimal preparation 4 times since 2008.  In those 4 years, the group has fired 19, 17, 13 and 12 birdies for an average of slightly better than 15 birdies.   

Early MBBC XX - Vegas Vacation Over/Under
12.5
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