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BLACK HORSE TROOP

John Philip Sousa composed The Black Horse Troop March in December of 1924 at
his Sands Point, Long Island estate. At the premiere which took place in Cleveland, Ohio
while the march was being played, Troop A of the Cleveland National Guard, on their
beautiful black horses, rode onto the stage and stood behind the band. The crowd
responded with great vigor at the entire event. The March King loved horses and had a
long-standing relationship with Troop A.

Notes on the Editor

Charles Booker (b. 1952), a native of Natchez, Mississippi, is a retired U.S. Army Bandmaster, and former
Associate Professor at the University of Arkansas - Fort Smith. He served the university as Director of Jazz
Studies, Director of Bands, and Chair of the Music Department. During his tenure at UA Fort Smith he
taught trumpet, band, jazz band, conducting, music theory, orchestration and composition. Mr. Booker
studied composition with Hank Levy (composer/arranger for Stan Kenton), Dr. Steve Strunk and Dr. James
Balentine, and conducting with Dr. Robert Garofalo and Dr. Robert Rustowicz. Mr. Booker attended the
Armed Forces School of Music, and received his degrees from the University of the State of New York and
the University of Texas at San Antonio. He later completed courses for Texas teacher certification in
secondary music education at Texas State University. His compositions are published by Alfred, Kendor,
Lecta Music, Potenza Music, Print Music Source, Southern Music Company, and Wingert-Jones. Mr.
Booker’s music has been performed internationally by schools, universities, community bands and
professional bands and orchestras that include the Fort Smith Symphony Orchestra, the U.S. Army Band
and Orchestra ("Pershing’s Own"), the U.S. Army Field Band, the U.S. Military Academy Band (West
Point), the U.S. Air Force Band of Mid-America and the U.S. Air Force Academy Band. Mr. Booker’s
21year career in the U.S. Army included service in the Fifth Army Band in San Antonio, Texas, staff arranger
for the Army Field Band, bandmaster of Army Bands in Louisiana, Germany, New York City, and director
of the Jazz Ambassadors in Washington, D.C.



Dedicated to the Cleveland, Ohio's National Guard Cavalry, Troop A

The Black Horse Troop March
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