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Marines, Associates and FMF Corpsmen:
I hope everyone had a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. My wish is that we will have
a great year as a detachment and a good year being able to help our members as well as our
Veterans in need.
Please keep all our members with continuing health issues in your prayers.
This year at Glendale Glitters has been good to our Detachment. Also, we have had lots of fun
as members interacted with the public. The Glow was also a fun time had by all. I have been
happy to see some new members come out and be a part of the service to our Detachment.
Always remember, this is your Detachment and what we are is what we all make it. Please
take time to volunteer for the many events we have including the Glow, the Chocolate Affair,
Bingo, Andre House, etc. You will reap many rewards from doing this as well as helping
others. Remember all scheduled activities are listed in our Newsletter.
We have set up a Bingo Party for 21 February 2018 at 2:30 p.m. to play Bingo with the
Veterans at the Veteran’s Home. A good time is had by the Veterans and the Detachment. If
you haven’t been to one, please consider this one.
God Bless America, the Marine Corps and all the Service Members serving this Great Country.
Semper Fi
Commandant Charlie Hightower
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Sr. Vice Commandant
Randy Miller
randy@raceaz.com
623-930-9370

As I read the latest issue of the Marine Corps
League magazine Semper Fi, I see that our
National Commandant Wendell Webb says,
“The Marine Corps League has laid back and
become a complacent Organization in many
areas.” He goes on to cite training, education,
and knowledge as causes, and I am inclined to
agree with him. As the best MCL detachment
in Arizona (in my humble opinion) the Old
Breed Detachment has accomplished great
things, (you just knew there was a but, didn’t
you) but, how much more could we
accomplish? If I pull the street cleanup roster
from the past 3 years, I believe I would see the
same names as if I pulled the Andre House
roster, as if I pulled the Glendale Glitters
Rosters…
I have been to most of the Detachment events,
not all, but most and I have to say: “They’re
more fun than when the hogs ate my
brother!” The Glow this weekend had about a
dozen Marines, associates, wives, etc. and we
had a great time! That part about holding the
bucket and passing out roses… No big deal,
it’s ten to fifteen minutes and you’re back in
the tent chatting it up, in fact often the person
standing refuses relief because they are
enjoying it. I have heard some great stories,
hugged some beautiful ladies (don’t tell
Hitomi) shook a boatload of hands, and
generally had an enjoyable time!
I know I have harped on this in the past but I
am going to do it again. JOIN IN! the only
person missing out is the one who doesn’t
show up!

Jr. Vice Commandant
Byron Ruch
byme@cox.net
602-938-6052

Welcome to all our new Members and
Associates. I can't tell you enough how proud I am
to be a part of the Old Breed Detachment. I made the
statement in the June issue that I would be pleased
with four new members. Well we exceeded my
expectations by receiving eight new Members and
Associates. Thanks to ALL of you who made this
happen. I would like to see the OBD reach for six
new members in the year of 2018.
At Glendale Glitter we had the privilege of
meeting several Marines that showed an interest in
joining our Detachment. I will do my best to stay in
contact with them. We did have one Marine that
came to our Christmas party and hope to see Art
Holmes back with us again.
Glendale Glitter was a GREAT success and want
to thank each and every one of you who came out to
give your time. Whether it was a short or a long
time it is so greatly appreciated. THANK YOU
OLD BREED.
Just to let you know: our Street Clean Up is
coming up on March 31st of 2018. I look forward to
seeing many of you there. That time of year it will be
daylight at 6:00 A.M.! Donuts and Coffee will also
be available.

Judge Advocate
William Francisco

william.francisco7@gmail.com
602-799-5439

Nothing new to report as Judge Advocate. We
closed the year out on a good note. I hope everyone
has a happy and healthy New Year. See you at the 18
January 2018 OBD Detachment meeting.
I am currently accepting nominations for Marine of
the Year. The closing date is 15 April. It will be
awarded at the BBQ in June. Please write a brief
summary of why you are nominating them for MOY
and please put their name at the top. Thank you!
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Chaplain
Ron Donaldson

rdcpapc@yahoo.com
602-819-1922
The most important part of communication is
listening. This applies to every aspect of our
lives: with our family, our peers, our leaders and
especially prayer. Prayer is talking with not
talking to our Creator and Sustainer.
Presenting our needs is important and expected.
When we ask a loved one or friend to do
something for us we are implying that we have
faith that the person we are asking will respond.
When we pray for a particular need, we
contemporaneously acknowledge that we have
faith that our Creator is listening and will care for
our needs.
The above is a sort of digression from what I
originally wanted to share with you in this
writing but I think sets the groundwork for a
reflection on funerals or what we today refer to
“celebrations of life.” I am frequently humbled to
hear your appreciation for what I write or speak
in my precious billet as your Chaplain. While
our Creator has given me abundant
opportunities to grow in Wisdom in the
Seminary, several years as a Pastoral Minister
and the finest of spiritual mentors, the message
and the moment is not about what I say but it is
about what you hear and experience, about your
prayer, about your talking with our
Creator both directly and through others at the
funeral.
While we go to funerals to show our reverence
for the deceased, their family and friends, it is
most important that we go with an open mind and
heart to listen and experience. We go prepared to
begin to deal with the reality of the passing of the
deceased, to express our sincere condolence to
the family and to embrace the status of our own
vulnerability and spiritual condition. We need to
be prepared to listen to everyone and everything
around us, to be ministered to and to minister to
those around us and to start/continue the process
of bereavement.
“Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be
comforted.” (Matthew 5:4)
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Color Guard Commander
Tom Marrin
tpm6804@yahoo.com
602-547-8340

The Color Guard had a very busy November and
December. On Thursday 2 November we were at
Sky Harbor Airport to welcome home an “HONOR
FLIGHT” of WWII and Korean War Veterans. They
had been to Washington D.C. to visit many of the
War Memorials. On Wednesday, 8 November we
presented Colors for the Harvest Church at their
evening service to Honor Veterans for Veterans
Day. Thank you to Tony Torres, Gerry Schaller,
Byron Ruch and John Crawford who joined me
there. Then on Thursday 9 November we were at
Cutter Aviation at Sky Harbor Airport to welcome
Dignitaries who would be in the Saturday, 11
November Phoenix Veterans Day Parade. Thanks to
all who participated in the Marine Flag raising on
Friday, 10 November at the Radisson Hotel and then
went to the State Capitol to see the raising of the
Marine Flag under the American Flag for our
Birthday! Also, thanks to everyone who joined us on
Saturday, 11 November at the Glendale Public
Library for Glendale’s Veterans Day Event! It was a
very nice tribute to all Veterans!! Thanks to Connie
Connell and all those who helped decorate the trailer
for the Glendale Hometown Christmas Parade on
Saturday 2 December!! Thanks to Pat Connell who
let John Crawford drive his truck and pull the trailer.
The Color Guard looked sharp! I hope all who
participated had FUN in the Parade!
As you can see, we need all to be a part of the Color
Guard. Please support the COLOR GUARD!!
UPCOMING EVENTS: mark your 2018 calendar
for 23 February at Wesley Bolin Plaza for the 4th
Marine Division memorial and 24 February for the
Iwo Jima Flag Raising Parade in Sacaton. All members are invited to join the Color Guard! I have the
“Star Burst” collar pins and the “Color Guard” pins
if you need them.
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Hospitalityfwv Chairman
Connie Connell
craftywoman50@yahoo.com

Thank you all for making our Christmas Party a
wonderful success. Working together always
makes a task much easier and more fun for
everyone. So I want to give a big "THANK
YOU" to all the ladies and Marines who helped to
set up the hall for our party.
The potluck dinner, as always, was very
delicious. A special "thank you" to our new and
returning members for sharing a new dish with
us. We love treating our taste buds to something
new and different.
The gift exchange was enjoyed by all who
participated. Hopefully, next year the rest of you
will join us in the fun.
We brought in $259.00 with the White Elephant
Auction. See how easy it is to raise money to
help Veterans in need! Thank you, Randy, for
being our auctioneer. Good job. See you all next
year at our meeting in January.

Quartermaster
Marie Ruch
marieruch@cox.net
602-938-6052

Well another year has come and gone, and I am
so looking forward to the New Year of 2018.
The new process I started with my table appears
to be a great success. Thanks to all of the OBD. I
will continue the same in 2018.
There was a great response to our Birthday Ball
donation baskets. If anyone has new suggestions
they would like to share, please feel free to let me
know.
The Christmas party was great with great
friends, food and laughs.

Paymaster/Adjutant
Mike Bellard

obdpaymaster@oldbreeddetachment.com
623-878-2032

Homeless Veterans
William Francisco

william.francisco7@gmail.com
602-799-5439

We went to Andre House on 31 December
2017 New Year’s Eve. We had 13 volunteers
show up. They did a fantastic job. We fed 527
people.
In 2018 we go to Andre House 29 April, 29
July, 30 September and 30 December.
The Stand Down is in January. Set up is 24
January, Stand Down is 25, 26 and 27. Mike
Roy will be there so if you want to stop in to
say hello I encourage you to do so. I will be
visiting for a little while. I am not able to work
the Stand Down this year due to health reasons.

As a reminder, this is the year where all annual
members renew their dues on September 1st of
each year. With everyone having the same
renewal date, National will no longer will be
sending out renewal reminders. I will be
sending out a renewal reminder to all annual
members so you can keep your dues current. If
you have paid your dues, thank you! And if you
have not yet received your new ID card, please
let me know and I will send you a Nationally
approved temporary card. If you have any
questions regarding your dues, life member
costs, etc. please let me know.
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West Valley Devil Dogs Pound 332
Poundkeeper Byron Ruch
byme@cox.net
602-938-6052
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Historian
Robert Bohach
623-846-2212

Just a little history from our Historian:
WOOF WOOF,
Hope everyone had a Merry Christmas and
will have a Happy New Year. To all Dogs,
thank you for your support at the last Growl.
I would like to say welcome to our newest
Dog Matt McLaughlin. And thanks to Gerry
Schaller for volunteering to pick up Dick and
Lee Broderick and transporting them to and
from the Growl. This is just a way to keep our
Dogs together.
Our next Growl will be on 20 January 2018
at 1:00 P.M. at John Crawford's Dog
House: 4564 W. Piute Ave. Glendale, AZ
85308.
Please remember to call John at
623-707-7002 to find out what to bring.
DD Byron Ruch

What is the oldest military insignia in continuous
use in the Armed Forces of the United States?
The early Marine emblem with an eagle clutching an
anchor fouled by an anchor cable is the oldest still in
use. The Corps was using it in 1804. That emblem is
still worn on the buttons of the green and blue service
and dress uniforms. In 1867, when the Corps decided
to have an official emblem, then-Commandant, Brigadier General Jacob Zeilin convened a board of officers
who submitted a recommendation of the eagle, globe
and anchor to the Secretary of the Navy. The emblem
was adopted in 1868 and included a fouled anchor
similar to those on the emblems of the British Navy
and Royal Marines.
Since then, there have been several versions of the
eagle, globe and anchor. The most notable difference is
that over the years, some emblems have a fouled
anchor and some do not. The reason is somewhat
uncertain, but in 1877, the first collar ornaments were
authorized and were worn by Marine officers. Those
collar ornaments did not have an anchor cable. When
the enlisted collar emblems were authorized in 1920
they, too, were sans anchor cable. Then in 1955 the
Corps authorized the anchor cable on enlisted
emblems. In 1962 the anchor cable became standard on
the collar emblems of Marine officers. The officer and
enlisted cap ornament, since it was authorized in 1868,
has always had an anchor cable.
When and why did the Corps' emblem change from
showing two banners to the present emblem showing a single banner in the eagle's beak that reads
"Semper Fidelis"?
The banner actually is called a ribbon, or decorative
ribbon. The emblem as we have it today first appeared
on the redesigned Marine Corps Seal adopted in 1954.
Why they streamlined the emblem is unknown.
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Bill and I were recently at an event with one of our Detachment Members and it dawned on me that I was
learning things about this Member that I might not have learned until attending his funeral! So thankful to
learn about him while he is still walking this Earth! I will be talking to each of you for a little while at each
meeting to get some information about YOU that I (and/or many other Members) may not know and share
some of this information in upcoming newsletters. Be thinking about what there is about YOU that others do
not know: events while serving, family, job, hobbies, best, interesting or unique moments, etc. I will probably
put names in a hat and pull out a few for each newsletter. Hard to decide who to share information about!
We have a lot of interesting characters in our Detachment! Crystal Francisco, Editor

A celebration for Al Marion's 70th birthday was put on at
Capitol Ward by his wife Pam and children. Al has two
sons, two daughters, three grandsons and two
granddaughters.
Al was a scout leader for many
years. A lot of scoutmasters
and scouts shared their respect
and love for all Brother
Marion taught them about
becoming men. His nickname
"Knot Nazi" he wears proudly.
Need to do them right! Al
retired from the VA.
Color Guard 2 November 2017. OBD Color Guard and
two of our Associates were at Sky Harbor Airport welcoming our Honor Flight World War II & Korean Vets
home from Washington, D.C. Marie Ruch, Byron
Ruch, Tony Torres, Tom Marrin, Gerry Schaller and
Barb Schaller. Associates are always there to support
our Detachment 767. Our Color Guard and Associates
Rock!

Detachment meeting on 16 November 2017. John
Crawford receiving the donation from Fat Cat’s fund
raiser on 4 November 2017 from Al Dotson.

Devil Dogs Growl
18 November 2017.
New
Pup
Matt
McLaughlin “gets his
ears” escorted by Pat
Connell and Tony
Torres
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Happy Birthday Marines!
10 November 2017
242nd Marine Corps Birthday
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Two of OBD’s yearly traditions:
1) Raise the Marine Corps flag at the hotel where
the Ball is being held that evening.
2) Head to the Arizona Capital to raise the Marine
Corps flag at the Capitol.

0645 Marine Corps
flag raising at the
Radisson Hotel

0800 Marine Corps flag raising at the Arizona Capitol
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Marine Corps Ball
10 November 2017
Radisson Hotel
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Marine Corps Ball
10 November 2017
Radisson Hotel
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Marine Corps Ball
10 November 2017
Radisson Hotel
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Veterans Day 11 November 2017
Glendale Public Library.

Pearl Harbor Day Celebration 7 December 2017

After the celebration Members Tony
Torres, Byron Ruch, Tom Marin
and Al Marion surprised Member
Elmer Chamberlain with a visit.
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Glendale Glitters November/December 2017. OBD had a very
successful season at Glendale Glitters this year! We had a record number
of donations!

Glendale Hometown Parade 9 December 2017
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Detachment
meeting on 21
December
2017. Don
Beaver
presenting the
scholarship
recipient Josue
Hernandez
with his
scholarship
money. He is
an ASU
student
studying
Construction
Management.

Andre House
31 December 2017
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Glendale Glow
6 January 2018

UPCOMING EVENTS AND DATES TO REMEMBER

(Note: subject to change, addition, or cancellation) (TBA = To Be Announced; TBD = to be determined)
JANUARY
11
Thu
1800 Staff Meeting
16
Tue
0900 Rose Party at Byron & Marie Ruch’s, 5644 W. Acoma, Glendale
18
Thu
1930 OBD Detachment Meeting Bring men’s socks, underwear and t-shirts for the
AZ State Veterans Home which we will take to them when we play Bingo on 2/21/18.
26-27
Fri-Sat
Social weekend in Lake Havasu, AZ. Accommodations at the Quality Inn
($79 for King; $89 for 2 Queens.) Contact Comdt. Connell if you plan on attending.
FEBRUARY
7-9
Wed-Fri Expo West in San Diego, CA Arrive early to help setup.
SW Division and Growl on 2/9; graduation at MCRD on Friday (tentative).
Days Inn in Oceanside ($60 for single; $75 for double + tax)
8
Thu
1800 Staff Meeting
10
Sat
Deadlines for MOY, AMOY, Concert Fund Grant Applications and nominations for
Department office. MOY and AMOY instructions are in the Department AP’s.
All of these are sent to the Department Adjutant.
15
Thu
1930 OBD Detachment Meeting
21
Wed
1430 Bingo Party at Arizona State Veterans Home, 4141 N. S. Herrera Way, Phoenix
23
Fri
4th Marine Division at Wesley Bolin Plaza
24
Sat
Iwo Jima Flag Raising Parade in Sacaton, AZ
MARCH
8
Thu
1800 Staff Meeting
15
Thu
1930 OBD Detachment Meeting
23-24
Fri-Sat
Spring Conference in Yuma, AZ Shiloh Inn located at 1550 S. Castle Dome Ave.
($84 per night single King or Queen Double. 928-782-9511
31
Sat
0600 Street Clean Up at 51st Avenue and Maryland on the southeast corner parking lot
JUNE
8-10
Fri-Sun State Convention Glendale, AZ at Renaissance Glendale Hotel. Details TBA.
OCTOBER
TBA
TBA
Fall Conference in Lake Havasu, AZ Details TBA.
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Old Breed Detachment #767
Marine Corps League
P.O. Box 6325, Glendale, AZ 85312-6325
Meet @ DAV Hall, 8447 N. 61st Ave.
1930 Third Thursday of the month.

