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President’s Report
As we enter into the summer months, things are starting to heat up, not only with the
weather, but with our Chapter. April and May were busy with many award ceremonies at local
schools and school boards as well as JROTC award presentations. We were able to participate in
CAR Meetings and made a couple of presentations to Scout groups. In Mid May we had great
chapter participation in the state BOM AT American Village in Montevallo. May ended with a
bang as our Color Guard and many Chapter members joined the DAR in a fund raiser for the
new Athens Veterans Museum. I was also extremely honored to be escorted by Color Guard
Commander Randal Jennings and Six other Color Guard members as we placed a Wreath during
Memorial Day services at Veterans Memorial Park.
June promises to bring even more excitement for the Tennessee Valley Chapter Sons of the
American Revolution. Our first meeting this month will host Captain (Ret) Mike Rose as our
guest speaker. Mike was presented the Medal of Honor by President Trump in 2017 for his
Heroic actions during the Vietnam War. He now makes his home in North Alabama. Flag Day,
US Army Birthday and Mike Rose all on the same day, June 14th will make for one very special
day in our Chapter History.
Our Color Guard continues to stand out as the face of our organization. They remain very
active in all our events and stand ready to support other organizations with presentations of the
Colors. They recently returned from Jasper, Alabama where they participated in a live Fire
Salute at the grave marking of Patriot Carl Quinton Black. They will present the colors at our
June 14th Chapter meeting and also present the colors at the dedication of the Veterans Museum
and Archives in Athens, Alabama.
July brings our much awaited opening of the Veterans Museum and Archives in Athens,
Alabama. Dedication date is set for July 3rd with many dignitaries from around the state. The
first display in the museum will be our Chapters display of America’s first Veterans. Much work
has gone into the making of the Revolutionary War Uniforms and gathering of the artifacts,
musket and flag displays all tied together with continuous running videos on a 55” monitor.
There are several people who have worked on this project, but four members went above and
beyond and must be congratulated for their
efforts. Jess Brown, Jim Griffith, Mark
Hubbs and Lynn Helms drove this project
to a remarkable success.
Our next upcoming holiday will be
Independence Day, the annual celebration
of nationhood celebrated on July 4th. We
should never forget the sacrifices of our
forefathers who thru their actions founded
the greatest nation on earth. We are
blessed to have The Declaration of
Independence as our founding document to
live by. Now the challenge for us is to
May Board of Managers Meeting
keep it!!!
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Revolutionary Questions from Jim Griffith
1. If Alabama was the 22 State in the Union, can you
explain why there was never a 22 Star United States Flag?
nd
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10. Mount Vernon had very little, if any, capability to fight a
fire in the mansion prior to 1923. Do you know what
happened that fixed this problem?

2. What Holiday within the United States falls on the same
day as the Anniversary of the creation of the United States
Army (June 14th)?

11. Do you know who owns and runs Mount Vernon today?

3. After the ratification, the United States Capitol has been
located in numerous cities. Can you name those locations
and the order in which they served as Capitol?

1. Who was the Captain of the colonial militia at Lexington
when the revolution began? Captain John Parker. He was a
local resident of Lexington who had fought during the French and
Indian War. That experience is, most likely, what resulted in his
selection as the Captain of the local militia. It is believed that he
commanded his troops on the Lexington Green to "Stand your
ground. Don't fire unless fired upon, but if they mean to have a
war, let it begin here." After witnessing the death of his cousin
Jonas Parker by a British bayonet, Captain
Lewellen John
JonesParker led the
Jamie Stanley
ambush of the British soldiers on their return trip to Boston. That
ambush is often referred to as “Parker’s Revenge”.

4. At one point prior to the ratification of the United States
Constitution, there was a physical attack on Congress while
still serving in Philadelphia. This attack started a series of
events which led to the removal of the temporary capitol from
Philadelphia to New York. What was this attack called and
why did it happen?
5. In 1722 Benjamin Franklin established the pen name
“Silence Dogood”. Benjamin Franklin was only 16 years old
when he established this pen name. Do you know why he
established this name?
6. This individual was the illegitimate Son of a prominent
founding father. This individual was the last colonial
Governor of New Jersey and a steadfast Loyalist throughout
the American Revolution. This individual helped to
organize military units to fight on the British side and
ultimately exiled in Britain after the Revolution. This
individual’s Mother is also unknown. There were some
attempts to reconcile with his father, but there was very little
communications between the two for the duration of their
lives. Can you name this illegitimate Son as well as the
founding father?
7. At the Treaty of Paris, this individual served as the
Secretary to the American Delegation. It just so happens
that he was the grandson of one of the Representatives of the
United States at the Treaty of Paris. Can you name this
individual and his Grandfather?
8. Prior to the Declaration of Independence there were 9
colleges chartered within what became the United
States. Can you name those colleges / universities?
9.

Prior to being named Mount Vernon, there was another
name for that particular property. Do you know what
Mount Vernon was previously named?

Answers from the April/May Newsletter

2. When was the Declaration of Independence signed?
Although the Declaration of Independence is dated July 4, 1776,
the actual document was not signed until several weeks later on
August 2, 1776. So, August 2nd is never celebrated, but one of the
most important days in American History.
3. This female Quaker lived across the street from British
General Howe’s headquarters in Philadelphia. In 1777, the
British soldiers demanded use of her home for the purpose of
conducting meetings. She hid in a closet, gathered
information from their meeting, and was able to get that
information to General Washington warning him on an
imminent attack. There is also an SAR Award named in her
honor. Do you know her name? Lydia Darragh
4. This regiment fought for the duration of the
Revolutionary War and also in critical battles including the
Siege of Yorktown. They were known as the “Black
Regiment” because they had a large number of African
American’s who served and fought for Independence. In
fact, this regiment consisted of 88 enslaved individuals and
around a total of roughly 140 African Americans. The total
size of the regiment was about 225 men, so African
Americans made up well over 50% of the total. Can you
name that regiment? 1st Rhode Island Regiment

5. The harsh conditions of the winter encampment at Valley
Forge are well known. But do you know how cold it actually
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was? According to historic records, the winter of 1777-1778 was
not exceptionally cold. It was not the coldest winter during the
Revolution. According to records kept by a local Philadelphia
resident, the temperature during the first month of the encampment
(December 20, 1777 – January 20, 1778) was 33 degrees.
6. What caused all of the death and hardships at Valley Forge
during the winter encampment if it wasn’t the cold winter
temperatures? Most of the deaths that occurred at Valley Forge
were a result of disease, not cold and starvation. As a matter of
fact, most of the deaths occurred during the warmer months of
March, April, and May. The hardships of Valley Forge were
mostly from a horrible lack of supplies, clothes, shoes, food, and
certainly the diseases occurring from poor hygiene and sanitation at
the camp.
7. Why did Army’s establish winter encampments such as
Valley Forge? Bad weather and impassable roads made the
Winter a difficult time for 18th and 19th century armies. Military
leaders during this period — including the Revolutionary War, the
War of 1812, and the Civil War — tried to avoid military
operations during this trying season. Yet, even when not on active
campaign, soldiers struggled against the weather and the boredom of
life in winter quarters to try and bring some semblance of home and
comfort to the holiday season. And, of course, there were those rare
instances in which Americans had to wage war against the enemy
and the elements.
8. Were there any Revolutionary battles fought in Alabama?
Well, Alabama did not officially exist during the time of the
Revolution, so officially the answer would be No. However, there
were two battles fought in what is now Alabama and they both
occurred in the City of Mobile.

9. Did you know that the first Governor of Tennessee was
buried in Alabama for 73 years? Do you know the name of
this Governor and Revolutionary War Hero? John Sevier
Our guest speaker for our May meeting was Past Chapter
President Jim Griffith. Jim gave a very interesting
presentation on videos that he has been working on. Jim has
created the video that will be used in the Revolutionary War
section of the Alabama Veterans Museum. In addition to an
introduction my Captain Mike Rose, it also contains several
very interesting short Revolutionary War videos. After the
grand opening of the museum, these videos will be available
on the Chapter YouTube channel.

Photo by Jim Maples
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Upcoming Events
14 June 2021 - Regular Meeting, 11:00am,First Baptist
Church just across the street from the Library. The
meeting will also be broadcast on Zoom. This is a very
special meeting featuring Medal of Honor Recipient
Captain Mike Ross as our guest speaker. To find our
more about Mike go to: https://www.army.mil/
medalofhonor/rose/
12 July 2021 -Regular Meeting, 11:00am,First Baptist
Church just across the street from the Library. The
meeting will also be broadcast on Zoom.
10 - 15 July 2021 - National Society Congress held in
Renton, Washington.
23 - 25 September 2021 - National Society Leadership at
the Brown Hotel, Lousiville, KY.
16 October 2021 - Fall Board of Managers Meeting,
The American Village.
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The John Wade Keyes Chapter of the DAR held a
Heritage Festival on Sunday, May 23rd at the Alabama
Veterans Museum in Athens. All proceeds benefited the
museum. Our Color Guard presented the Colors and our
Chapter along with the local DAR and the Children of the
American Revolution had a table. In the bottom picture is
the Revolutionary War section of the museum that our
Chapter is working on. The grand opening of the Veterans
Museum is slated for Saturday, July 3rd at 10:00am.

Jamie Stanley

Lewellen Jones
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Welcome new members!

Chris Holland

Our guest speaker at our April meeting
was Chapter Member Mark Hubbs.
Mark is always an interesting speaker
and this presentation was no exception.
Mark’s presentation was on the different
types of artillery used by both sides in the
Revolutionary War

Photo by Jim Maples

Ron Bridges
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Memorial Day 2021
Veterans Park
Huntsville, AL

Photo Courtesy of Aaron Davies

Jim Maples
1501 Elmwood Dr.
Huntsville, AL 35801
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