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John William Coltrane  
1926 - 1967 



 Jazz great John Coltrane was born in Hamlet, 
North Carolina, in 1926.  A few months later, his family 

moved to High Point. 



High Point is about twenty minutes from 
Greensboro and Winston-Salem. 

           Map courtesy Google images 



This is where John Coltrane grew up in High Point 
 from 1926 -1943.  

He came from a very musical family.  



This is Coltrane’s 3rd grade class during the 1934-35 school year at the 
Leonard Street Elementary School. Coltrane is standing at the top left 

with his hands in his pockets. 



John Coltrane grew up in the 1930s during the  
Great Depression.  His family had enough money,  

so he did not wait on breadlines for food like many people did. 



During his childhood in North Carolina, Coltrane was upset that blacks 
and whites could not drink from the same water fountains or go to the 

same schools. 



After high school, Coltrane joined the Navy during WW II.  
From 1945–1946, he played in the Navy band in Hawaii. 

  Navy photo 

  Pearl Harbor bombed, 1941 

Navy ship 



John Coltrane 
became famous for playing the 

saxophone. He started playing it in 
high school.  After the Navy, 

during the 1940s and 1950s, he 
toured the country playing in a 

variety of bands. 

1951 



Coltrane became known for being creative,  
hard-working, and talented.  Here he is at a recording session. 



Coltrane became famous during the  
Civil Rights Movement of the 1950s and 1960s. 

   Greensboro Sit-In 

Martin Luther King, Jr. -    
March on Washington, DC 



John Coltrane performed with the Thelonius Monk Quartet in  
New York in 1957.  Monk, born in North Carolina, is on piano. 



In 1960, Coltrane released his first hit, “My Favorite Things.” Even 
people who did not usually listen to jazz liked it.  Coltrane’s hit was a 
new take on a song with the same name from the Broadway show The 

Sound of Music. 



Coltrane inspired audiences around the world.  
Here he plays with his quartet in Denmark in 1963. 



Jazz great John Coltrane was one of the finest musicians in American 
history.  A U.S. postage stamp honors him. So does  
a church in California and a statue in High Point. 
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